
Iraq accuses U.S. of hijacking sanctions 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Ira? Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aaz accused fte United States on Friday of 
woricmg to stop the lifting of U.N. sanctions on inn 
and insisted to cotmny was free of weapons of m2 
destruction. The United States, with the support of 
Britain, is stubbornly standing against any objective 
and fair equation of Iraq’s compliance [with U N 
tesolnnqns] md blocking the way towards the liftinc 
of sanctions, sad Ml Aziz. "This policy should bl 
strongly resisted by the Security Council and the 
world at large. It is illegal, unfair and against interaa- 
riona 1 law ~ Mr. Aziz told a conference of journalists 
on the US. television station CNN. “The decision of i 
sanctions was taken collectively by the Security 
Council™ now the United States is hijacking the deci- 
sion of lifting the sanctions," he said. 
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DFLP says it is ready 
for talks with Israel 

NICOSIA (AFP) — The Democratic From for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). which rejects the 
PLO-Israeli autonomy accords, said Friday it is ready 
to open talks with Israel on the final status of the West 
Bank and Gaza. The Damascus-based part}', in a state- 
ment issued during its fourth general congress in the 
Syrian capital, also called for the declaration of a 
Palestinian state at the end of May 1999 “at the lat- 
est,” The group led by Nayef Haw’atmeh also posed a 
series of preconditions for its participation. It called 
for "the suspension of negotiations with Israel until 
Jewish settlement activity is permanently halted, a 
reduction in internal tension and the release of all pris- 
oners held by the (Palestinian) authority.” 
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Algerian ‘terrorists’ 
murder eight people 
— officials 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A 
“terrorist group" murdered 
eight people and wounded 
four others overnight in the 
Medea region, south of 
Algiers, security officials 
said Friday. The “coward- 
ly” killings took place in 
Ouled Bouachra, some 80 
kilometres from Algiers, a 
statement said. A new wave 
of attacks in the bitter 
Algerian conflict, which is 
already estimated by West- 
ern. .and _ humanitarian, 
sources to have claimed 
some 70,000 lives, has 
been reported in the past 
weeks, after a period of rel- 
ative calm. Isl amis ts 
launched an insurgency 
after the January 1992 can- 
cellation of general elec- 
tions the now outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) was poised to win. 

Arafat to visit 
Brussels if Washington 
talks fall through 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat will go to Brus- 
sels on Monday for a meet- 
ing with donor nations if a 
peace summit in Washing- 
ton planned for the same 
day falls through, officials 
said Friday. “If the Wash- 
ington meeting does not 
tafeplace, Presiden t Arafat 
wflT go' to Brussels ."" H 
senior Palestinian official, 
who asked not to be 
named, told AFP. A confer- . 
ence of donor nations is 
doe to open in Brussels on 
Monday to discuss aid to 
the Palestinians to prepare 
for planned celebrations in 
Bethlehem for 2000. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton has 
invited Mr. Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
hold a summit in Washing- 
ton on Monday, but the 
meeting is in doubt 
because of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s rejection of 
U.S. peace proposals. . 

Australian planes to 
return from the Gulf 


n k> ■ puts lit* CANBERRA (AP) — Part 

, -hthes® °f Australia’s contribution 
> and li . to the international coali- 
aaked Osdff non of forces in the Gulf 
. ,o r will be withdrawn, 
; \ \u-Lfc- / . ; Defence Minister Ian 
P ;: -. McLachlan said Friday. 
' . ..oVrtjt Australian air force 
„• ~ ,C T.niifc rcfaeUing aircraft, both 
, !t ‘ Lj; ? 07s, and support person- 

Arfi- nel will be recalled, Mr. 
j •: ■ "~ 1 u McLachlan said. He did 

j lj.fr not name a withdrawal 
r ^ ; D +■ date, but he said they will 
$ Ktum soon. That will leave 
.7 " -T' hf ■ an Australian contingent of 

... y'-' 11 about 30 commandos and 
**■* HO members of the elite 
, - And-^' Special Air Services Regi- 
pient in the Gulf region. An 
ir- '• r® *. tntemational military force 
ih*' Mfr up in the Gulf earlier 
_*> J : “ i* * this year after Iraq refused 
: v.- i UN. demands for weapons 
inspectors to be allowed 
:r’2. ^^ess to sites in Iraq. 
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Bomb explodes in 
Creek minister’s 
^ office, no casualties 

y JJHENS (AFP) — A 
^ ®me-made bomb explod- 
$ ^ ftiday in a budding 
t " temg the office of 
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bias Minister Tassos Man- 
pt^ce said. The 
explosion of die device. 


Ross, Netanyahu meeting ends 
with no agreement on proposal 

U.S. : Conditional meeting is on Monday regardless of Israeli demands 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

A MEETING between U.S. 
envoy De nnis Ross and 
Benyamin Netanyahu on an 
Israeli troop wiihdtawal ended 
without agreement Friday and 
an Israeli official said die 
prime -minister would not 
attend a Mideast summit in 
Washington next week. 

“It’s quite obvious we won’t 

be able to teadi an agreement 

by Sunday which meanc we 
won’t be able to be in Wash- 
ington cm Monday,” Mr. 
Netanyahu’s senior aide 
David Bar-Man told the Asso- 
ciated Press. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
had set a Monday deadline for 
Israeli acceptance of an Amer- 
ican initiative which calls for 
an Israeli troop withdrawal 
from West Bank land in order 
ro revive Mideast peace. 

Ml Omton hinged a White 
House s ummit to take place 
Monday with Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Bead’s acceptance 
of the deal and sent Ml Ross 
to Israel in a last effort go per- 
suade the Israeli leader to 
accept. But a meeting 
between Ml Ross and Ml 
Netanyahu ended after 90 
minutes .‘IwfiiyL andjfie two 
sides have not yet scheduled a 
second meeting: Mu' Ross, 
however; was to remain in the 
country over the weekend 
leaving room open for more 
meetings. 

Ml Bar-Elan could not pro- 
vide details of Friday’s meet- 
ing but indirmpd that a sum- 
mit may be possible at a later 
date. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said that 
the U.S.- plan — a 13.1 per 
cent withdrawal from the 


West Bank over a 12- week 
period interlaced with a 
greater Palestinian effort to 
fight terrorism — would harm 
Israel’s security. 

Mr. Arafat has already 
accepted foe proposal even 
though it falls for short of die 
30 per cent withdrawal be had 
hoped foe 

Earlier this week, following 
two days of inconclusive talks 
with the Isradi and Palestinian 
leaders in London, foe United 
States took it’s boldest step yet 
in pressuring Israel when U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright announced that foe 
two rides had until Monday to 
accept the plan. Negotiations 
on a permanent peace agree- 
ment under Ml Clinton’s aus- 
pices would then begin in 

Washing ton 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
Friday thut the United States 
intends to receive the Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders on 
Monday regardless of Israeli 
demands to postpone the 


Washington summit. 

Speaking to reporters, he 
also reiterated that the invita- 
tion to Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafot to visit’ foe White 
House on Monday was “coo- 
djuonaT on Israeli acceptance 
of U.S. proposals for foe 
Israeli troop withdrawal. 

Asked whether the summit 
could be delayed by a few- 
days to give Mr. Netanyahu 
more time to convince his 
governing coalition, Mr. 
Rubin reiterated that the imi- 
tation was for Monday. 

“We are hopeful that in 
these final days [before Mon- 
day] a way will be found to 
bridge die remaining gaps,” he 
said. 

While stating he did not rule 
out “minor refine me ms,” Mr. 
Rubin insisted “there will be 
no changes on foe key ele- 
ments." 

Ml Clinion warned Thurs- 
day against allowing “tempo- 
rary frustration’’ to dentil the 
troubled Mideast peace 
process and insisted he was 


not imposing the US. plan on 
negotiators. 

“What we are trying to do 
now is simply to regain die 
momentum that has teen lost 
in the past few months,” Mr. 
Clinton said at a conference of 
U.S. mayors. 

He stressed that foe goal 
was finding common ground, 
and not “imposing our ideas 
on anyone, because only the 
parties can make the decisions 
that will affect the lives they 
have to live.” 

.Mr. Clinion has been 
accused by Republican law- 
makers of attempting to 
“blackmail" Mr. Netanyahu 
into accepting the U.S. plan. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s aides Fri- 
day reiterated his refusal not 
be rushed into an agree menL 

“I just think that such an 
important decision, on an 
issue so vital to our future, 
cannot be made with someone 
standing over us with a stop- 
watch," Israeli Cabinrt Secre- 
tary Danny Naveb told Israel 
R^lio. 


Israelis split down middle by U.S. plan — poll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Washington’s compro- 
mise plan Go rescue the deadlocked Middle East 
peace process has split Israelis down the middle, 
an opinion poll published Friday suggested. 

Seme 46 per cent of respondents said their 
g ove rn ment should reject the U.S. plan fa- an 
Israeli withdrawal firm a further 13.1 per cent 
of the West Bank which President Bill Clinton 
wants die Israeli and Palestinian leaders to sign 
up to at a summit in Washington on Monday. 

But 43 per cent said Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu should accept the U-S. 
proposals, a difference of just three per cent — 
less than the poll’s margin of error of 4.5 per 
cent 

The remaining II per cent of those canvassed 
for the poll in Maariv newspaper gave no (pin- 
ion about the U.S. plan which has already been 
accepted by Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 


even though it fells for short of what he says 
Israel is committed to under existing agree- 
ments. 

The poll found Israelis even more divided on 
their prime minister’s handling of the peace 
process. 

The proportions of respondents pronouncing 
themselves satisfied and dissatisfied by Mr. 
Netanyahu’s handling of foe negotiations were 
exactly the same ar 47 per cent, with just six per 
cent expressing no opinion. 

But a further question foe pollsters put to the 
sample made even better reading for Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Asked who they would vote for as prime min- 
ister if an election were held today, 47 per cent 
of respondents said they would voce for Ml 
Netanyahu and 35 per cent for Labour leader 
Ehud Barak. 


U.N. Security Council lifts 
travel ban on Iraqi leaders 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The UN. Security Council 
an Friday acknowledged the 
automatic lifting of a travel 
han against Ira qi pfffciflfe after 

the top UN. arms inspector 
certified that Iraq had provided 
sufficient access. 

The travel bail’s lifting is 
only symbolic, however, as 
the restrictions, voted at the 
heigh* of the haq-UN. crisis 
in November, were never 


Security Council President 
Njuguna Mahugu told 
reporters that the 15-member 
cy ymal considered a letter 
from UN. Special Commis- 
sion chairman Richard Butier 


certifying foe Iraqi compli- 
ance. 

Ml Mahugu said “foe letter 
of Ambassador Butler and its 
contents, as you all know, 
speak for themselves.” 

Ml Butler recalled in his let- 
ter on Wednesday that Resolu- 
tion 1137 adopted cm Nov. 12 
provided for foe travel ban to 
be lifted ‘the day after” he sent 
a report to the Council. 

The Australian diplomat 
said that access requirements 
under Resolution 1137 were 
“sufficiently implemented to 
allow for foe termination” of 
the travel restrictions. 

The Security Council's deci- 
sion will not affect the almost 


eight-year-old sanctions in 
force against Iraq since the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The oil embargo can only be 
lifted when the Security Coun- 
cil determines that Iraq has 
complied wiih UN. disarma- 
ment requirements by disman- 
tling all its nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapons, and 
long-range missiles. 

Ml Butler pointed out in his 
letter that although Iraq bad 
cooperated in providing full 
access to sites since a Feh, 23 
accord negotiated by UN. 
chief Kofi Annan, Iraqi coop- 
eration in obtaining access to 
records and documents was 
still awaited 


Burns nominated to lead 
U.S. mission in Amman 


WASHINGTON (J.T.) — 
w foiam J. Bums, ambas- 
sadcc-deagoaie to Jordan, said 
May 7 foat *Tt is a special hon- 
our and pleasure to have been 
nominated to return as ambas- 
sadors Jordan, where I began 

xny diplomatic caree r sixteen 
yeatsago.” 

jn a statement before foe 
Senate CoauninBe on Foreign 
R foaons, Ml Bums noted 
that “flie United States and 
Jordan share many interests, in 
particular a commitment to a 


of s mall gas. cams- I just, lasting and o ompre toi- 


^ started affre that dam- 
j;,w. "J "L* \ property before being 

' • ^ police said. 

'. J ^‘ Mantelias is a close 
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ave peace between Israel and 
aft its neighbours.” 

“The United States has a 
THimh er of other impatant and 
compfemauary objectives in 
our re l a tionship with kadan, 
in cluding ensuring full harp 


compliance with all relevant 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and com- 
bating foe spread of weapons 
of mass destruction. We are 
also comrmned to continued 
cooperation in the figfctf 
against renrorism, respect for 
the rule of law and human 
rights, and die active promo- 
tion of US. trade and invest- 
ment," he said 
“If confirmed, I lode for- 
ward to pursuing all of these 
goals energetically on behalf 
of foe United States and the 
American people, and I hope 
dM I wfo soon be in a position 

to welcome you and your col- 
leagues to Amman insupport 
of foe important weak that lies 
ahead,” foe ambassador-desig- 
nate said. 


Mr. Bums is a career mem- 
ber of foe U.S. Senior Foreign 
Service. Since joining the ser- 
vice in 1982 he has served in a 
number of posts in Washing- 
ton and overseas, including 
pohtical officer in Amman, 
and head of political affaire in 
Moscow. 

He also served in foe office 
of the US. deputy secretary of 
state, and was a special assis- 
tant to foe president and senior 
director for NEA and South 
Asian Affairs at the National 
Security Councfl. 

Ml Bums earned M. Phil 
and D.Fhfl degrees in interna- 
tional relations from Oxford 
University, where he studied 
as a Marshall scholar. He 
speaks Arabic, Russian and 
French. 


Seven 
Lebanese 
civilians 
wounded in 
Israeli shelling 

TYRE (AFP) — Seven civil- 
ians. including three children, 
were wounded by Israeli 
shelling in Lebanon Friday 
hours after a member of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) died in a bomb 
arrack, police said 
Around 20 shells rained 
down on A1 Mansuri village 
north of foe Israeli-occupied 
buffer zone in south Lebanon, 
wounding six people and 
causing damage to houses 
and a school, police said. 

Among foe wounded were 
two children bo* aged 11 
A 13-year-old bqv was also 
injured by Israeli shellfire in 
the village of Yater, on the 
edge of the Iaaeti -occupied 
zone, when 15 rounds feU on 
foe village. 

The victims were taken to 
hospital in the city of Tyre, 
around 85 kilometres south 
of Beirut, police said 
The shelling followed a 
series of arracks on the Israeli- 
occupied 2one by Hizbollah 
guerrillas radier in the day. 

In one of foe attacks. SLA 
militiaman Yiissef Seraaan 
Melhem was killed in an 
explosion which destroyed 
his bouse at Kferhuna in the 
Christian area of Jezzme, 
located in the extension of the 
occupied zone. 

“A special force of the 
Islamic Resistance [Hizbol- 
lab's armed wing] executed 
agent Melhem," foe group 
said 

The SLA acknowledged 
that one of its men had been 
killed without saying what 
caused the explosion. 



Released Jordanian detainees arrive from Kuwait to a warm welcome from family and 
friends awaiting at Queen Alia International Airport Thursday (Photo by Yousef * Allan ) 

6 Jordanians released from 
Kuwaiti jails are back home 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Tunes Sufi Reporter 

AMMAN — .An overjoyed 
crowd of several hundreds 
packed foe armal terminal at 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port on Thursday evening to 
give a hero's welcome to rela- 
tives and friends back home 
after seven years in Kuwaiti 
jails. 

Women in traditional kaf- 
tans were singing and ululat- 
ing, while children w ere wav- 
ing Jordanian flags and hold- 
ing pictures of His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
saa 

The spacious terminal 
echoed with cries and clapping 
when Muraz Saleh, Mtnuaser 
Saleh. Amr Shihadeh. Zuheir 
Saleh. Hamaza .Abdul Fatah, 
and Nehayah Taha appeared 
from behind the gate. 

“I cannot describe what 
these sev en years in jail did to 
me," Mu'taz Saleh, a 29-year- 
old medical student told the 
Jordan Times. 

"Our leader King Hussein 
taught us to live as free men, 
and. from one day to another I 
was deprhed of my freedom 
for seven years." 

The six, sentenced by 
Kuwaiti state security' courts 
for allegedly collaborating 
with Iraq during its 1990 occu- 
pation of the emirate, were 
repatriated by foe International 
Committee of foe Red Cross 
(1CRQ aboard a regular Royal 
Jordanian flight from Kuwait 
City. 

They were among 13 Jor- 
danian prisoners pardoned late 
last month by Kuwait's emir. 
Sheikh Jaber A! Ahmad A1 
Sabah, in a move that officials 
said was aimed at improving 
bilateral ties, strained by Jor- 
dan’s perceived pro-Iraq 
stance dining foe Gulf war. 

The other seven Jordanians 
who benefited from the special 


pardon, granted on foe occa- 
sion of foe Islamic new year, 
are expected to rearm home as 
soon as formalities are con- 
cluded, ICRC sources said. 

ICRC officials told foe Jor- 
dan Times that most of those 
released had been convicted 
for their alleged affiliation to 
the pro-Iraq Arab Liberation 
Front, and some of (hem had 
been sentenced to death by 
Kuwait’s state security courts. 

“For some of them, it must 
be like being bom again, from 
fear of a sure death to freedom 
and repatriation- But the psy- 
chological traumas will be dif- 
ficult to overcome,” said an 
ICRC official supervising the 
repatriation operation. 

Together with the six 
released prisoners, a group of 
Jordanians who left for 
Kuwait on Monday on a three- 
day visit to their imprisoned 
relatives also returned on 
Thursday. 

The enthusiastic celebra- 
tions for those who returned 
home were clouded by foe 
memory of those who stayed 
behind. 

Mu’taz and his brother 
Muntaser Saleh flew back 
with their sister. Manal Tayeh, 
who w as among foe 26 Jorda- 
nians who returned from foe 
ICRC -sponsored visit. 

But they had to leave their 
old and sick mother behind in 
KuwaiL 

“It was foe first time I saw 
my mother since 1991” Dr. 
Tayeh told foe Jordan Times, 
fighting back her tears. 

Harndah Younis Saleh. 63. 
suffers from diabetes and high 
blood pressure. 

An Arabic teacher in Kuwait 
since 1953. “her only crime 
was that she continued teach- 
ing during the Iraqi occupation 
of Kuwait." said Dr. Taveh. 

“Now, our first objective as 
free men is to bring her back 
home along with our fellows 
still in jail," pledged Mu’taz. 


While, finally reunited, the 
released prisoner and (heir 
families were slowly leaving 
foe terminal Urn Ziyad and 
Abu Ziyad stood motionless 
leaning agains t each other. 

Ziyad Abdul Nasser. 29, in 
prison since 1990. did not 
comeback. 

In eight years, only a few 
phone calls have kept them in 
touch. 

"Politics” cried Um Ziyad, 
62, in a sudden burst of 
anguish. 

The number-of Jordanians 
still held in Kuwaiti jails 
remains unclear, as the two 
countries have not yet resumed 
full diplomatic ties. 

According to independent 
sources, however, Kuwait 
imprisoned up to 60 Jordani- 
ans after they were found 
guilty of "collaborating" with 
Iraq during its seven-month 
occupation of foe emirate. 

Following last month's spe- 
cial pardoa, Kuwait ordered 
that another 25 Jordanian pris- 
oners be expelled from Talba 
deportation centre, south of 
Kuwait City. Ir is still 
unknown when the 25 will 
come back home. 

Last February, a gist group 
of 1 0 Jordanian prisoners were 
pardoned by the Kuwaiti 
authorities. Only slx of them, 
however, were able to return 
home, 10 days later. The rest 
could not afford to pay over- 
due residency fees. 

But in foe latest releases, 
ICRC sources said, Kuwait 
has exempted Jordanian pris- 
oners from foe payment of 
overdue fees, which in some 
cases reached up to JD5.000. 

The release came as bilateral 
ties have shown signs of 
improvement over foe past 
several months, with the for- 
eign ministries of both coun- 
tries announcing plans to 
restore full diplomatic rela- 
tions. 


Rifai: Shooting of Jordanian 
by Israeli soldier not political 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special ;o the JorJjTtmes 

AMMAN — The 
shooting of a Jordan- 
ian man by a bedouin 
soldier in' the Israeli 
army last week was a 
result of a Quarrel and 
was not politically or 
security motivated. 
Jordan's ambassador 
to Tel Aviv, Omar 
Rjfai, said on Friday. 

Investigations by 
the Israeli authorities 
into Wednesday’s 
incident indicated 
that the shooting of 
22-year-old Sami 
Maris! occured after a 
quarrel between the 
two in a street, Mr. 


Rifai said. 

Mr. Mari si w as shot 
in the arm once, but 
the bullet penetrated 
his chest. 

The victim is in sta- 
ble condition and has 
been transferred from 
the Intensive Care 
Unit (1CU) to a nor- 
mal ward in an Afula 
hospital following 
surgery on Thursday, 
Mr. Rifai said. 

“Marisi is in good 
and stable condition. 
Our consul [from the 
embassy] visited him, 
and his mother will 
be seeing him on Sat- 
urday,” remarked Mr. 
Rjfai. 

Mr. Marisi had been 


visiting relatives in 
the Israeli village of 
Beit Zarzir for the 
past three months. 

Police in Israel have 
captured the soldier, 
and he will soon be 
facing trial, an Israeli 
source said on Friday. 

The Jordanian 
embassy in Tel Aviv 
will be working 
closely with the 
Israeli authorities to 
ensure that the sol- 
dier will be dealt with 
in the appropriate 
legal manner, Mr. 
Rifai noted. 
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Netanyahu says proposal to pull 
out from Lebanon ‘not a bluff’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Saying he 
wasn't bluffing about 
Lebanon. Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu pro- 
posed Thursday that U.N. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan 
mediate an end to Israel's pres- 
ence there. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that a 
peace treaty would be up to 
Lebanon and that the only pre- 
requisite for an Israeli with- 
drawal would be a security 
arrangement which would 
deploy Lebanese troops in 
Israel's place. 

“We just want to know that 


die Lebanese army will take 
up the positions we vacate in 
order to ensure that Hizbollah 
won't target Israeli towns and 
villages, civilians from the 
south of Lebanon.' 1 Mr. 
Netanyahu said on CNN. 

“It’s a very simple and fair 
proposition and it’s not a 
bluff." the premier said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
would prefer to sit down with 
the government of Lebanon 
but was also prepared to han- 
dle arrangements through a 
mediator, adding “we all 
respect Kofi Annan. Ica him 


come here.” 

Last month, shortly after Mr. 
Annan ’s visit to the region. 
Israel formally accepted a 
UJN. Security Council resolu- 
tion that calls for an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from south 
Lebanon. 

Israel set up a self- 
dedared“security zone” in 
south Lebanon in 1985 in an 
effort to prevent cross-border 
arraelrs by Hizbollah. 

Their efforts have been cost- 
ly, however, with hundreds of 
Israeli soldiers killed there 
fighting Hizbollah. and 


responding to public pressure 
to end Israel’s presence there. 
Mr. Netanyahu offered to pull 
troops out if proper security 
arrangements could be made 
with Lebanon. 

Lebanon rejected the deal 
however, saying it would not 
hold any talks that left out 
Syria, the main power broker 
in Lebanon. 

Addressing Lebanese view- 
ers, Mr Netanyahu said: “We 
want peace with you. If people 
want to test out the seriousness 
of our resolve all they have to 
do is try me, tomorrow.” 


CPJ protests Israel’s travel 
ban on Palestinian journalist 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In a letter 
sent last week to the president 
of Israel's Supreme Court, the 
Committee to Protea Journal- 
ists (CPJ). the New York-based 
independent press freedom 
group, has protested Israel's 
continued travel restrictions on 
Pales tinian journalist Taber 
Shriteh, according to a CPJ 
press release. 

The Gaza-based free-lance 
journalist has been denied per- 
mission by Israeli authorities 
since 1995 to travel to 
Jerusalem and the West Bank 
to cany out his work as a jour- 
nalist The apparent reason for 
the ban is his coverage of the 
activities of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement Hamas, in 
Gaza. 

Mr. Shriteh. a veteran 
reporter working for The New 


Cairo’s 
population 
nears 15 
million 


CAIRO (AFP) — Cairo, one 
of the world’s most crowded 
cities, has more than 6500 
people living in each square 
kilometre, according to latest 
official figures published Fri- 
day. 

The population of the 
Egyptian capital and its sub- 
urbs rose in mid- 1997 to 14.9 
million people, who live in an 
area of 2^73 square kilome- 
tres. according to a planning 
ministry' study. 

“That means that on aver- 
age, there are 6583 people for 
every square kilometre." said 
the study; quoted by the gov- 
ernment newspaper A1 
Ahram. 

The average density for the 
entire populated area of Egypt 
is 1,698 people per square 
kilometre, it said. 

Egypt's population, estimat- 
ed at 64 million, is concentrat- 
ed in only 5.2 per cent of the 
country, mainly along the Nile 
River and in the northern 
delta, the ministry said 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Cartoon — Jonny Quest 

15:30 ... I Wanna Be 

16:00 ....Drama — Neighbours. 

16:30 Doc. — Ocean Wild; 

17KM) French Programme — 
“Faut Pas Rever” 

1&00 Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 

“Discovery Mag." 

19 JO .News headlines 

19:35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 

20H)0 Cinema. Cinema 

2030 ... Prism 

21:10 Drama — Sirens 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature film — A Brilliant 
“Disguise 

2359 Comedy — “Are You 
j Being Served?” 

0050 -End of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:11 Fajr 

05:39.. - (Sunrise) Duha 

1252. Dhuhr 

16:11 *Asr 

19:25 ... ...... Maghreb 

20*53 ‘Ista 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


York Tunes. CBS, Reuters, 
and the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, filed a petition at 
the High Court of Justice this 
week in an attempt to have the 
restrictions on his freedom of 
movement lifted, the statement 
said. 

In its letter to Justice Aharon 
Barak, the CPJ said: “Such 
extreme limitations on his 
freedom of movement consti- 
tute arbitrary interference with 
his ability to function fully as a 
journalist Mr. Shriteh is effec- 
tively barred from meeting 
with current and prospective 
employers and gathering news 
and information beyond Gaza. 

“Mr. Shriteh is widely recog- 
nised as one of the most 
accomplished Palestinian jour- 
nalists in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Over die past 11 years. 


Ik has developed a reputation 
for professionalism and objec- 
tivity in his reporting for major 
in ternational newspapers and 
news agencies. In recognition 
of his distinguished and coura- 
geous reporting. Ml Shriteh 
received the Freedom of die 
Press award from the U.S.- 
based National Press Club in 
March 1993. 

“Freedom of movement for 
journalists is essential for the 
functioning of a free press. 
Denying Mr. Shriteh access to 
Jerusalem and die West Bank 
violates die most fundamental 
right of journalists — the right 
to ‘seek, receive, and impart 
information and ideas.' as 
guaranteed by Article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights." 


Six die in 
Israeli power 
station 
accident 



Kohl stresses Germany’ 
responsibility to Israel 


Iranian opposition blasts 
U.S. overtures to Tehran 


WASHINGTON (AFP) . — 
The U5. State Department's 
“persistent” and “awkward” 


entered the danger zone." 
spokesman Alireza Jafarzadeh 
said. ‘There is even talk of a 


overtures ■ Iran "wflll 'only - ■ coup d’etat by Revolutionary 
encourage Tehran’s mullahs to Guards.” 


remain terrorists, an Iranian 
opposition group warned here 
Thursday. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence, a member of the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran 
said Washington must under- 
stand that Iran is entering a 
chaotic period and that the 
Islamic Republic is “a losing 
horse." 

“Factional infighting has 


Mr. Jafarzadeh also said that 
Tehran was preparing to launch 
“a new series of operations and 
military strikes against the 
Mujahedeen.” 

The P&ople’s Mujahedeen. 
Iran's main armed opposition 
group, has military bases in Iraq 
but also is engaged in intense 
political lobbying against the 
Tehran regime in European 
countries and the United States. 


ASHKELON (AFP) — Six 
workers plunged to their 
death and three others were 
still missing in a construction 
site accident at a power sta- 
tion in this Mediterranean 
port city Friday, electricity 
company officials said. 

Israeli police said earlier 
that four workers were killed 
and 13 injured in the acci- 
dent. 

The victims, mainly immi- 
grant workers, fell 100 
metres when part of the scaf- 
folding around a chimney 
under construction col- 
lapsed, police said. 

An Israeli air force heli- 
copter succeeded in winch- 
ing to safety three other 
workers who had been left 
trapped in the scaffolding 
about half-way up the 250 
metre chimney. 

Rescue teams were still 
looking- for three workers 
who had beerf working 210 
metres above the grourid- 
when the- accident* took* 
place, the direaor of Israel’s 
electricity company, Rafi 
Peled, told Israel Army 
Radio. 

“The rescue operation is 
dangerous because the 
remaining scaffolding is 
threatening to collapse too," 
he said. 

The radio reported that 
most of the casualties were 
immigrant workers from 
India and Ro mania 


HIZBOLLAH WITH STATUE OF LIBERTY MODEL 
Members of Lebanon's pro-Iranian Hizbollah move- 
ment Thursday parade a model of the Statue of Lib- 
erty with a sign that reads in Arabic “America is the 
mother of terrorism in the world'’ as they take part in 
an Ashonra festival, in which followers mourn the 
death of Imam Hussein, grandson of Prophet 
Mohammad. Muslims around the world mourn on 
the 10th day of the Islamic Muharram month each 
year to mark Hussein's death (Reuters photo) 


'BERLIN (AFP) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on 
Thursday underlined die “spe- 
cial responsibility’ which 

Germany would alwa ys bea r 
to Israel currently celebrating 
the 50th annivasary of its cre- 
ation. 

This responsibility “holds 
for the past for the present 
and for the future," Me Kohl 
said in a speech at a ceremony 
at die Israeli embassy in 
Bolin. 

“Memories of the creation 
of Israel will always be finked 
to those of crimes perpetrated 
by the Nazis against the 
Jews,*’ the chancellor said. 

“For this reason, Germany 
and Israel will always have a 
singular relationship." he 
added. 

“Germans should not and 
don’t want to forget the bar- 
barism of National Socialism 
and foe unspeakable suffering' 
of the victims," Ml Kohl went 
on. 

In a reference to the rise of 
the far-right in Germany, par- 
ticularly in the former East 
Germany, Ml Kohl called for 
determined efforts to resist all 
forms of extremist politics. 

He warmly thanked Israel 


for having strode up - 

with West Germany so sori&v' 
after its creation, noting, *5r - 
was anything but easy kosoei^. . 
after the Holocaust." . ■ 1 . -‘ 

The Israeli a mbassador fo 1 
Germany, Avi Primatr sakt, 
“Germany today, second to . . 
die United States, is our efos- 
est friend” 

Aside from the U-S_ n6 r 
country has worked so dosefy ‘ ■ 
with Israel in all fields, Mi;,, 
primer added 


Ml Kohl remarked upcntbcL 
rebirth of fee Jewish a ra m u ^- 


nhy in Germany, winch Isis'.' 
doubled to reach 70,000 peo- 
pie since German reunifka- - 
non in 1990. 

Prior to the arrival of the 
Nazis in power in 1933, there 
were 500,000 Jews in Ger- 
many. 

The chancellor called fir 
progress to be made in the “ 
peace talks between Israel and 
the Palestinians, adding that 
he was “confident" that the 
Israeli government would find: 
a way clear to a solution. 1 ; 

Ml Ptimor echoed his opti* 
mism. “We are convinced ter 
we will finally find a compro- 
mise with the Palestinians," he ' 
said 


Greece tells U.S. no 
PKK office in Athens 


Israeli woman is heir to 
part of Auschwitz land 



Orph 
first* 


BrSttfca 

«s» frv ahr M 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Greece has told U.S. diplo- 
mats that a Kurdish separatist 
group seeking to secede from 
Turkey will be baned from 
opening an office in Athens, 
the State Department said 
Thursday. 

The Greek government notj^ 
feed 1 ' 'die U.S." embassy in' 


been, is not and ever will be an 
office of the PKK in Greece," 
said State Department deputy 
spokesman James Foley. 

“We welcome this pledge 
which is in keeping with 
Greece's international com- 


mitments on counter-tenor- 
ism.” Mr. Foley said 
The PKK is fighting for m' 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli woman has disclosed 
that she has papers proving 
that she is the rightful heir 
to part of the land on which 
the Nazis built their death 
camp at Auschwitz in 
Poland 

Tzippora Franck. 63, who 
lives at Hedera noth of Tel 
Aviv, said in an interview 
published in the weekend 
edition of Haaietz newspa- 
per that she bad recently 
travelled to Poland to clarify 
“this cursed 'inheritance* ' 


Athens after the Stale; Depart-. independent .Kurdish .state 


die documents were backed 
up by aerial photographs ' 1 
taken by Allied troops. 

Her grandfather, Yossef 
Metzer, owned a factory 
producing tarred paper on 
the sire of the future concen- 
tration camp but. his land 
was confiscated by the 
Nazis after Poland was 
invaded in September 1939. 

“I vaguely remember my 
grandfather greeting me at 
the entrance to his factory. It 
was huge. There were big 
chunneys^mR material scatr j 


n;il).iV0 "f ir.v centre 
IgB-JJPI-ai.'Hfrtcu'.!. 
■•■vilfltfir} ,.j Friucjiion 
;<> fund the 
of the project. 
l- •dv.’Julcd to be 
r-JsiiJ summer. 


information on reports that the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), 
which the United States con- 
siders a terrorist group, was 
poised to establish a presence 
in Greece. ■ 

The PKK announced last 
week it had obtained the back- 
ing of the Greek government 
to open a bureau in Athens. 

‘The Greek foreign minister 
has told our embassy in 
Athens that there has never 


29.000 people have died in 
over 14 years of clashes 
between Turkish forces and 
the PKK 

The United States earlier 
this week reprimanded some 
Greek members of parliament 
for expressing support for the 
PKK saying that such back- 
ing was inconsistent with 
Greek efforts to fight terrorism 
and would contribute to ten- 
sions with Turkey. 


“My parents preferred to ^ feted all over-thc_place_i 
keep ffi^irejadful Secrerto ,r> life documents show that 


themselves 'but my mother, 
who suffered . from 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
from a feeling of guilt for 
having escaped die Nazi 
hell, finally told me the truth 
a few years ago,” she added. 

She even said she had 
managed to ascertain the 
fact from documents written 
in old fashioned Polish legal 
language which was hard to 
translate. The contents of 


my entire family, except my 
mother, my father and 
myself, perished in 
Auschwitz and were buried 
in a common grave on die 
land which belonged to 
them." 

Ms. Franck said she 
would keep the deeds to 
parts of the camp site “just 
to stop the Poles ever build- 
ing commercial or rented 
buildings.” 
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Somali warlord extends his faction rule until new polls in September 
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MOGADISHU (AFP) — Somali 
faction leader Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad has extended his fac- 
tion leadership by six months to 
September, when new polls will 
be held, the north Mogadishu 
strongman told AFP here on Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi was elected 
leader of the Abgal Somali Salva- 
tion Alliance (SSA), which con- 
trols north Mogadishu, for two 
years in March 1996, a mandate 
which expired in March this year. 


But Mr. Ali Mahdi said his fac- 
tion's constitution allowed him to 
extend the leadership of the fac- 
tion for months “if the situation 
is not smooth enough for the 
holding of new polls.” 

“I will not resign because my 
people still want me to head the 
faction, but surely. I am frustrat- 
ed by the overall deadlocked 
peace process in Somalia, and 
particularly in divided 
Mogadishu,” Mr. Ali Mahdi said. 
The Abgal clan strongman 


denied recent claims by three out 
of five deputies in the faction that 
his mandate to serve as leader of 
the SSA was over that he was 
now only serving in an individual 
capacity. 

“It is true that my leadership as 
SSA chairman expired in March, 
but it was renewed for six months 
to facilitate the ongoing peace 
process both in Mogadishu and 
Somali in general," Mr. Ali 
Mahdi declared, adding: “We are 
in the middle of crucial talks with 


rivals and cannot at the same 
time arrange for faction elections 
here.” 

But the three deputies — 
Sheikh Shariff Sheikh Muhyadin. 
Hussein Haji Bod and Musa Sudi 
Yallahow — have rejected this. 

“If Ali Mahdi really wanted to 
enjoy the faction power, he must 
seek the approval of his people. 
We are not acting ag ains t him, 
but are advocating for the rule of 
law” Sheikh Muhyadin said. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least 18 people were killed and 26 others wounded in 
heavy factional fi g h t ing in the southern Somali pat town of Kismayo overnight, 
witnesses contacted by radio said oo Friday. 


Eleven of the victims were killed inside the town and seven in the nearby village 
of Gobweyn. Several of die dead were ci vilians , 

Commercial flights from Nairobi turned back before landing as fighting raged. •/' 
The militia command of Somali wariord Hussein Mohammad Akfid in Gob-, 
weyn, 15 kilometres noth of Kismayo, said their men were aimrfa»ri by the g»nw 
men of the otbo - wariord. General Mohammad Zaid Hirsi Morgan, who controls .’ 
Kismayo. 
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DEPARTURES 


4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
Hie Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Sane College TeL 566 1757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The EngUsh-I-anguage 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 7 75261 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The heat wave will last until 
Sunday evening. It will be hoi, 
occasionally dusty, tempera- 
tures higher than average by 8- 
10 degrees centigrade, clouds 
appearing at different altitudes 
with a chance of scattered 
showers, and winds southeast- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be hot and dusty, 
occasional showers are expect- 
ed, winds northerly moderate 
to active, and seas calm. 
MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 24/36 

Aqaba 28/40 

Deserts 21/38 

Jordan Valley 27/41 


Dn Ayman A1 Mohlaseb 5347351 

Du Jamal Jbarah 847351 

firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

A1 Asema pbarmacy...4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Sfameisaxu pharmacy -4637660 

Nqpb pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dl Mazes AbaBakir .267852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dn Ya’coubAlKhatib 991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


ty assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs-....5661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co... 4636381 

RI Flight Information. .44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35 Aqaba 40 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 26 per cent, 
Aqaba 33 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du Abbas A Hakim —885446 
Dc Ara&tAIAdAab _56Q2507 


Food Control Cet)tie..._46371 1 1 
Gvi! Defence Depgnmera >5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.-.. 199 
Rescue fb&e 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank.-..- 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints™ _ 5605800 

Price Complaints. 5661 176 

^faT&SewoageCampiaas 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direct o- 


AMMAN: 

Th: Arab Cerate for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sugay 5921 199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Metfical Centre ^ TeL 836813, 
856856 

Luzmfla 4630195 

Khalidi Matemity......464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... .5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 3664 1 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-BashiiL .775111/26 

Army,Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 560224CV50 


Anal Hos 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

pital J674155 

Govl Hospital 

/f»)983373 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 
motiOfttfn 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al FCkma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Banna Hospital 
/0717755S5 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
„ (02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(07)7471 nq 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

08:15 Aqaba (RJj 

1WB New Delhi (RJ) 

KUO ™__ JKaradn. Dubai (RJ) 

l(fc50 Doha. Bahrain (RI) 

10:50 . ..Damascus, Beirut (RJ) 

11:25 Colombo (RJ) 

15:35 . New Yodc. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 — Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

23:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

23-.S9 Pans (Rj) 

0030 -Paris (add) (RJ) 

01:00 -.-Bangkok (RJ) 


103)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This inform 

ation is supplied by Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ) information department at 
the Queen Alia International Air- 
port TeL (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. Jhfbr- 
matioo on other flights is obtained 
on telephone (44) 52700 or (44) 
523250. 


Other Flights 

06--05 London, Damascus (BA) 
14:10 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

15:05 — Vienna (OS) 

18:00 -Dubai, Muscat (EK) 

19:00 Paris fAF) 

19ri)5 — Frankfort (LH) 

23:35 .Cairo (MS) 

23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:40 Beirut (ME) 

01:05 London, Damascus (BA) 

02:05 Belgrade (JU) 

03:00 Rome (A3) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
^pweeding id Marita Aiipon) 

23:25 Aqaba (Marfa Airport) (RW) 


Royal Jonfaman (RJ) fights r . 

06:00 Aqaba (RJ) 'J 

11545 — Berlin. Frankfort (RJ) - 
12HJ0 -Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 
1230 Amsterdam, New Yodc (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) e 

13rf» — Brussels ORJ)' : 

13:15 : .Cairo (RJ) ’ 

14H» London (RJ) 

21:10 — Riyadh, Dbahran (RJ) 

2130 Branbay (RJ) 

2130 Jeddah (RJ) 

22KJ0 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJJ 
0130 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) '. 
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JHRASH (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basma attended a 
ceremony marking the 
conclusion of a three-day 
scouts meeting held at the 
summer resort of Dibbin, 
near Jerash, which was 
attended by 250 girl 
scouts from the Ministry 
of ' Education’s schools 
around the Kingdom. 

In a brief address at the 
meeting. Princess Basma 
paid tribute to the Jordan- 
ian scouts movement, 
describing it as a tool for 
training young men and 
women to shoulder 
responsibilities and serve 
local communities. 

The Princess announced 
that part of the centre for 
scouts being set up in 
Amman near the Martyr's 
Monument has been com- 
pleted. 

Princess Basma said she* 
was working to raise 
JD 100,000 of the centre’s 
estimated JD 140,000 cost 
The Ministry of Education 
has pledged to fund the* 
balance of the* project, 
which is scheduled to be 
completed next summer, 
she added. 

Princess Basma, who 
was accompanied by Min- 
ister of Education and 
Higher Education 

Mohammad Ham dan and 
leaders of the scouts 
movement in Jordan, 
watched folklore perfor- 
mances by the giri scouts 
and presented badges to 
four of the scout leaders. 


ember 

i in Soifli 

... -jv nist) '® 


neims-p;. 

..-Vjj.Aiiilf® 




;pARTtf$> 

~SS 




or 




J 






7 «*& 






■a 


*.e 

i»u 

IfrH* umrb strt^mn .• 

going 

on 


AMERICAN ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

* The first American 

|Arts Festival at the 
American Center, 
Abdoun (May 10-13). It 
[includes a “Sculptured 
Designs" exhibition by 
Jewelery Designer| 
Suzaime El Masry and 
Sculptor Samer Tabaa 
(to open on May 10 and 
last until May 25); clas- 
sical guitar concert by 
Jad Azkoul on May II 
!at.7:00 p.m.X lecture by 
Salwa Mikdadi 

Nashashibi on “Con- 
temporary Arab An in 
the U.S ” on May 12 atj 
6:00; and a guitar and 
oud concert “East 
|Meets West” by Jadj 
Azkoul and Sakher Hat- 
tar on May 13 at 7:00 

■m. " (All festival 

|events are open to ’ the 
public and are free ofl 
charge.) 

’ CONCERT 

* Lorca’s music on a 
guitar concert by Rafael 
Seirallet, at the Union 

|Bmdc Hall on Sunday, 

"May 10 at 8:00 p.m. 

. exhibitions 

* Worits. by Ecuador^ 
an artist Qlmedo Quim 
Mta at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, 
■uutil May/}2. 


by| 

P-ebanes^American ‘ ■' 
®ri^t : Etel. Adnan enti.7 
ffM ^Artisfs^Bbok' of 
Ait • and" Poetry" at 
ft, Jabal 

, T May 28. 

r^so - displaying works 
"°y ^Beriin-based • Syrian 
ar hst -. Marw ap * Basbj. 
pitied - U A\. Suite ofl 
Heads^ -and’.,works -by| 
^temporary Arab 
artiste.^ - : ; 



PRINCESS SARVATH ATTENDS MARCH: HRH Princess Sarvath takes part 
Thureday in a march organised by the Jordan Red Crescent Society (JRCS) under 
the slogan “For Your Safety^ Buckle Up.” The JRCS organised this march to 
mark International Red Cross/Crescent and to raise public awareness on the 
increase in the number of car accidents and the resulting casualties (Petra photo) 


Orphan aid organisation holds 
first inter-scholastic athletic event 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — - In a bid to 
offer, aid to less fortunate 
children across the King- 
dom, the Friends of 
Orphaned Children Organi- 
sation (FO-O) yesterday 
launched Its first annual 
inter-scholastic athletic 
event. 

Valerie Ndaruzaniye, FO- 
O programme coordinator, 
told the Jordan Times that 
the fundraising .event, 
which took place at A1 
Hussein Sports City, is 
important “because it gives 
the young population an 
opportunity to be together 
... and pethaps to attractthe 
interest of some individual 
spectators' in this type of 

“IT.?*. ™.-xf AHf derate-? . 

i J from ! 


xne^al schools ^oxnrphans 
participate in pubfic sport 
activities,” said Ms. 
Ndaruzaniye. 


The FO-O, established in 
1997, is a non-governmen- 
tal organisation (NGO) 
which provides assistance 
through sports, social and 
culrural activities 10 the 
groups and institutions car- 
ing for orphans and disad- 
vantaged children. 

“Medical doctors conduct 
workshops, lectures and 
conferences for orphaned 
children and adolescents 
and our FO-O sport 
instructors also train them 
and assess their physical 
performance regularly to 
help build their health," 
Ms. Ndaruzaniye added. 

She explained that the 
FO-O will assist four 
orphanages in the begin- 
ning and will provide aid to 
other institutions at a later 
stage depending on FO-O 
iiespurc^s. .. 

: The FO-O is seeking 

4?# re 

tribute by providing of var- 
ious sports equipment such 
as bicycles, basketball 
backboards and table ten- 


nis and volleyball acces- 
sories. 

“Orphans, disadvantaged 
children and concerned 
population segments can- 
not rely [solely] on the 
government's assistance," 
said Naseem Madanat, FO- 
O vice president. 

He noted that the role of 
NGOs- is indispensable in 
terms of alleviating the 
plight of orphans. 

“We realise that the role 
of NGOs is becoming vital 
in supporting and compen- 
sating for the lack of 
resources in many ways," 
stressed Mr. Madanat. 

He said that when more 
NGO’s and individuals par- 
ticipate, programmes bene- 
fiting disadvantaged chil- 
dren could become more 
effective. 

Ten private schools took 
part in the fundraising 
; event,.; , which , ,was ’held 
under ‘die patronage of 
Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Moham- 
mad Ham dan. 


Editors at weekly newspaper detained 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
chief and managing editors 
of Sawt A1 Mara'a weekly 
were arrested Wednesday 
evening by security forces, 
the . . weekly’s publisher 
JamaT Mphtaseb said Fri- 
day. ■ - 

Security forces did not 
give any reason for the 
arrests at the time, family 
members said. 

; .According to Mr. Muh- 
taseb, Editor-in-Chief Atef 
Atmeh and Managing Edi- 
tor Ayman R umann eh were 
taken from their homes late 
Wednesday . . evening 
“because of an article the 
paper ran in a recent edi- 
tion." 

• The article included- an 
interview with deputy 
Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi, a 
harsh critic of. government 


policies. 

The weekly ran a head- 
line on its cover page quot- 
ing Dr. Abbadi as saying: 
“It’s time the director of 
the intelligence department 
left" 

Dr. Abbadi praised the 
intelligence department but 
said “the director holds a 
personal grudge against me 
and I don’t know why.” 

Meanwhile, Dr. Abbadi 
praised Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majalj as a 
very democratic and honest 
man, but said Dr. Majali's 
cabinet “seems incapable 
of performing its duties to 
the fullest.” 

Mr. Muhtaseb said Mr. 
Atef Atmeh was ques- 
tioned by security forces 
last week about die inter- 
view with Deputy Abbadi. 


Mr. Atmeh’s brother told 
the Jordan Times that the 
attorney general issued a 
search and an arrest war- 
rant against his brother 
which attributed the arrest 
to the interview with 
Deputy Abbadi. 

Earlier this year and dur- 
ing the Lower House of 
Parliament discussion of 
the 1998 budget. Dr. Abba- 
di, who is a former police 
officer, lashed out at gov- 
ernment policies and 
accused past and present 
governments of nepotism, 
fevouritisra and “putting 
the wrong man in the 
wrong position." 

He also accused minis- 
ters and their aides of wast- 
ing millions of dinars and 
driving the country 
towards an abyss. 


Over 4,000 new telephone lines 
installed in Wadi Seir neighbourhood 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A total of 4,400 
new low-cost phone lines 
were installed in a joint pro- 
ject between His Majesty's 
Royal Communications 
(HMRC) and the Jordan 
Telecommiimcarions Compa- 
ny (JTC) in the Wadi Seir 
neighbourhood, a senior offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times on 
Friday. 

“After His Majesty King 
Hussein saw what had befall" 
en this neighbourhood, he 
knew that something should 
be done,” said the senior offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
named. 

Telephone line subscrip- 
tions have been on hold in 
Wadi Seir for the past six 


yean due to technical prob- 
lems dun the JTC was unable 
to resolve, according to 
Mamoun Balqar. JTC general 
director. 

But after the Hijri new year 
celebrated cm .April 27, a joint 
HMRC- JTC 10-day project 
made 4,400 phone lines avail- 
able at the Wadi Seir tele- 
phone exchange. 

“The new phone lines are 
now ready for distribution to 
subscribers in Wadi Seir," 
cairi Mr. Bakjar. 

The official said the new 
telephone lines cost 
S980.0GG. “The phone lines 
were installed at below cost 
rates,” the official added. 

In the past, installation of 
each phone line would have 
cost the JTC an average of 
SI .200 in comparison to the 


S20Q per line during the joint 
HMRC-JTC project. 

“The abundance of skilled 
manpower, people who know 
how to make use of modem 
technology, has saved the 
government’s treasury depan- 
mem the burden of deist on 
this project." the official said. 

“On the contrary. JTC, is in 
a position to make a substan- 
tial profit out of the project ar 
prices that are at the same 
time affordable to citizens.” 

The cut in costs comes as a 
result of applying technology 
known as PCM that makes 
use of existing copper wire 
infrastructure by multiplying 
the number of subscrflwrs 
who use the same physical 
line. 

Earlier in April, King Hus- 
sein made international cir- 


cuits via Hasbera L, a satellite 
channel run by the HMRC, 
available to public and private 
Internet service providers al 
rates 30 per cent cheaper than 
JTC’s in the hope that this 
would widen the circle of 
Web users in the Kingdom. 

This has resulted in JTC’s 
reconsideration of its current 
price structures, said Mr. 
Balqar. 

“The King’s initiative 
speeded things along and has 
encouraged us [the" JTC] to 
offer better services and more 
competitive prices," he 
added, all udin g that services 
such as caller I.D. and 800 
numbers would be available 
“soon." 

Arab Gulf countries have 
had these services for the past 
five vears or more. 


Amman 
commerce 
chamber 
to attend 
Gaza 
trade fair 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce (ACC) will take 
part in a one-week trade 
fair which is due to open 
Saturday in the Palestinian 
city of Gaza. 

The fair, organised by 
the Jordan Trade Associa- 
tion in conjunction with 
the Jordan Exports Devel- 
opment and Commercial 
Centres . Corporation 
(JEDCQ), aims at orient- 
ing 'the Palestinian, public 
on Jordanian products and 
enhancing cooperation 
between the private sec- 
tors and economic centres 
in the Kingdom and Pales- 
tine, according to ACC 
board member Salman 
Qudah, who will represent 
the chamber at the event. 

In addition to a large 
number of Jordanian busi- 
nesses that are participat- 
ing, invitations have been 
sent to prominent Palestin- 
ian businesses in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip to 
attract visitors to the trade 
fair, Mr. Qudah said. 

The ACC and Arab Bank 
contributed to the organi- 
sation of the fair in con- 
junction with the con- 
cerned authorities of the 
two countries, he added. 

Mr. Qudah said he hoped 
that the fair, to be held at 
the Rashad Shawa busi- 
ness centre in Gaza, would 
contribute to the ongoing 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
efforts to replace Israeli 
products with Jordanian 
goods in Palestinian mar- 
kets. 


Italian NGO begins development 
programme targeting disabled refugees 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — An Italian 
humanitarian organisation, 
in its first development pro- 
ject in die Kingdom, is aim- 
ing to rehabilitate disabled 
people in' die country’s 
refugee camps, provide diem 
with humanitarian aid and 
train them to be productive 
members of die community. 

The Rome-based group 
Movimondo also aims to 
train teachers and families 
on how to create it c ommu- 
nity -based rehabilitation 

(CBR) project in order to 
help- disabled . people, 
according to Laura Sapoua- 
lo, the project coordinator. 

“One of the project's main 
iciples is to prove that 
, nans are more important 
fhan anything else,” she told 
the Jordan Times in a recent 


interview. “The project aims 
to give such people feelings 
of belonging, self-esteem 
and security, because the 
community sometimes con- 
siders them as something to 
be ashamed of.” 

Movimondo was estab- 
lished in Jordan four months 
ago, and began this pro- 
gramme last month in the 
Wihdat, Hiteen, and Talbia 
refugee camps, she added. 

The plan includes an intro- 
duction to Movimondo’s 
policies, public awareness 
campaigns for residents, and 
training courses for people 
working in community cen- 
tres for rehabilitation (CCR), 
followed by orientation pro- 
grammes on CBR, Ms. 
Sapoualo said. 

In the next stage, Movi- 
mondo is planning to cany 
out a survey to prepare accu- 
rate statistics on disabled 


people in Oder to supply 
them with necessary equip- 
ment for income-generating 
projects. 

“We have good relations 
with the local people 
because we do not consider 
ourselves as donors, but their 
partners in working hand in 
hand, taking decisions, and 
achieving sustainable devel- 
opment,” Ms. Sapoualo said. 

She added that this project 
is totally funded by the 
European Community 
Humanitarian Office 
(ECHO), but at the present 
die budget has not been 
finalis ed because the pro- 
gramme is still in its first 
stage. 

According to Movimon- 
do’s annual report, the 
organisation launched a sim- 
ilar project in the Gaza Strip 
in 1995, and has contributed 
to the creation of a centre for 


physiotherapy and rehabili- 
tation for the disabled. The 
centre is run by ibe Society 
of Physically Handic 
People’ (SPHP) in 
whose numbers include 
more than two thousand dis- 
abled persons. 

Movimondo is a non-gov- 
ernmental organisation 
which was established in 
1972. It is active in 15 devel- 
oping countries and aims to 
fight against poverty, protect 
human rights, promote glob- 
al culture, international 
cooperation, solidarity, and 
sustainable development, 
and strengthen local institu- 
tions to create conditions of 
participation and self-deter- 
mination. 

It concentrates most of its 
activities in Southern Africa, 
Central America, and tire 
Caribbean, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, and the Middle East 





Transportation minister asks CAA 
to reevaluate airline service fees 


AMMAN i J.T.) — Minister 
of Transport Sami Gammoh 
has urged the Civil Aviation 
Authority <CAA) to re- 
examine the present rates 
for services provided to air- 
lines at Jordanian airports, 
which he described as “far 
below” those in neighbour- 
ing countries. 

At a meeting with CAA 
Director General Jasser 
Ziyad and other senior offi- 
cials, Mr. Gammoh said it is 
the CAA’s prerogative to 
ensure that policies con- 
nected with air transport 
and civil aviation conform 
to the rules of the 
International Civil Aviation 
Association. 

Mr. Gammoh stressed that 
the CAA should modernise 
its services and upgrade the 
efficiency of its staff, as this 
would have a beneficial 
result on the national econ- _ 

omyi-.i. v ... .... 

To this purpose, he said, 
the CAA should conduct a 
study on its present rates for 


services to the various air- 
lines at Jordanian airports 
with a view to earning suffi- 
cient returns to finance 
modernisation plans at air- 
ports and upgrade the train- 
ing of employees. 

Mr. Gammoh visited the 
Queen Noor Civil Aviation 
Training College and met 
its director to discuss plans 
for improvements. He dis- 
cussed the present services 
at the airports and the needs 
for modernisation. 

The minister also visited 
the Hijaz Railway Corpora- 
tion and met with its direc- 
tor genera], Abdul Razzaq 
Abul Fllat. He later made a 
field trip to die railway and 
inaugurated a train freight 
car that was converted into 
a 50-seat passenger car- 
riage. 

He inspected the railway's 
servj£e$. 3fld was briefed on 
current plans to modernise . 
railway services. The minis- 
ter chaired a meeting to dis- 
cuss a eeneral modernisa- 


tion plan for the railway, the 
conversion of desert rail- 
way stations into res (houses 
to promote domestic 
tourism, and other relevant 
questions. 

The trains Tunning on part 
of the Hijaz Railway, built 
by - the Ottomans at the 
beginning of the present 
century, are now used for 
short excursions by tourists, 
and efforts are under way to 
improve services to attract 
more visitors. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji, 
who last month accompa- 
nied a group of 50 British 
tourists on a trip along the 
railway, said the Hijaz Rail- 
way is one of Jordan’s trea- 
sures in view of its close 
connection to historical 
events and the Great Arab 
Revolt. * * ■.-.'t 

The present stretch of the 
railway run^seuth, .from 
Amman to Urn AJ Hi ran. 
Jizeh and Qataraneh and 
north toward Damascus. 


Arts festival to feature 
exhibition on jewellery design 


By Omar Kami) 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, HRH Princess Wijdan 
Alj on Sunday will open the first American 
Arts Festival in Jordan at the American 
Center at the .American embassy. 

Featuring a lecture by Salwa Mikada 
Nashashibi on Contemporary Arab Art in 
the U.S. and two concerts by guitarist Jad 
Azkoul (one with ‘oud player Sakher Hat- 
tar), tire festival opens at 6 p.m. with an 
exhibition of jewellery by the international- 
ly acclaimed Egyptian artist Suzanne Masry 
and sculptures by Jordanian resident sculp- 
tor Samer Tabbaa. 

Ms. Masry ’s jewellery provides a stun- 
ning example of jewellery' design not mere- 
ly as a craft, but as an an form. Having stud- 
ied fine arts and textile design in America, 
her work reflects a wealth of influences, 
from the Arabic tradition to modern Impres- 
sionist paintings; an emphasis on meaning 
rather than form, but mixed with a very 
Eastern eye for immaculate detail and 
colour. 

This breadth of influence is. according to 
Ms. Masry, vital to her work, as she believes 
it would be essential to any craftsman’s: "I 
think for anybody in the crafts... the study of 
fine arts, of at least some drawing classes 
are essential... in my opinion, to be able to 
materialise the impact nature or life has on 
you. Your eye becomes more sensitive." 

In fact, Ms. Masiy started out as an engi- 
neer, studying and' taking a degree in tee 
subject from Cairo University. Although she 
always had an interest in jewellery design, 
and completed a brief apprenticeship in tire 
‘souq’ in Cairo with Khan Al Khalili tradi- 
tional designs, it wasn't until she went to 


New Jersey to continue her engineering 
studies that she finally made the switch, 
changing her course of study and finishing 
at the Newark School for Fine Art and 
Industrial Design. 

It was a move that she didn't tell her fam- 
ily about, until, a few years later, she was 
working as a textile designer. 

Her firet exhibition of jewellery design 
came in Egypt in 19S1 after two years 
devoted only to hard graft (she produces, 
from the germ of an idea to the end, her jew- 
ellery alone). She exhibited with the estab- 
lished Egyptian painter .Al Ansouri. and the 
exhibition, which was very well received, 
set her up to be able to make a living pure- 
ly from jewellery design. 

Four years in Paris then secured her 
international breakthrough. Exhibiting at 
the Institute of the Arab World, she man- 
aged to build up a regular following, not an 
easy task in the fickle world of French fash- 
ion. A full page feature in Elle magazine 
secured the connection, which continues 
until now. She is one of the few artists any- 
where to have her work exhibited around 
the world in her own lifetime. 

She works with silver, enamels, semi-pre- 
cious stones, and gold-plated silver, and. 
despite the emphasis on design, her jew- 
ellery is meant to be wearablerand not just 
for show. Jewellery, as she says, is function- 
al, “it has to beautify the wearer, or make a 
statement about the wearers taste. I try to 
make it possible for people to wear my jew- 
ellery without trouble.” 

Ms. Masry will give a workshop on New 
Jewellery Design with the Dana Nature 
Reserve Project on Wednesday, May 13. 
Both Ms. Masry's jewellery and Mr. Tab- 
baa's sculptures will be exhibited until May 
25. 



Two pieces of Suzanne Masry’s work 
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Kofi Annan under more 


fire during Rwanda visit 


MULIRE. Rwanda (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan pressed ahead 
Friday with his troubled 
visit to Rwanda, braving 
hecklers at a memorial site 
to the 1994 genocide fol- 
lowing his icy reception in 
Kigali. 

“We waited for Kofi 
Annan's U.N., but it never 
came.” shouted Charles 
Butera. a survivor of the 
1994 civil war. when 
extremist Hutus slaughtered 
between 500.000 and 
800,000 Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hutus. 

“You have piled evil upon 
evil." Mr. Butera shouted at 
Annan as he toured Mulire, 
in the eastern prefecture of 
Kibungo — site of an April 
1 S. 1 994. massacre of civil- 
ians by the Hutu-dominated 
former Rwandan aimed 
forces. 

Mr. Annan laid a floral 
tribute at a metal-roofed 
bam in Mulire. housing the 
several hundred skulls and 
human bones that serve as a 
memorial to the slaughter. 


Mr. Annan was given a 
rough ride on his anival in 
Rwanda Thursday, with 
government leaders accus- 
ing him of arrogance over 
the U.N.'s alleged failure to 
respond to the 1994 geno- 
cide. 

Taking exception to a 
speech Mr. Annan delivered 
to the Rwandan par liam ent 
earlier. President Pasteur 
Bizimungu, Vice President 
Paul Kagame and Prime 
Minister Pierre Celestin 
Rwigema all boycotted the 
planned dinner in his hon- 
our Thursday evening. 

Rwandan Education and 
Youth Minister Jacques 
Bihozagara. who accompa- 
nied Mr. Annan to Mulire. 
said that the international 
community had to accept 
full responsibility for failing 
to act in Rwanda and that 
the people “expected com- 
pensation.” 

“The international com- 
munity shares your sadness 
and your tragedy," Mr. 
Annan responded. 

“Your sadness is ours. 


your tragedy is ours." he 
said, while reiterating that 
the U.N.’s policy of non- 
intervention in Rwanda had 
been forced by the unwill- 
ingness of the international 
community at large to get 
involved in the conflict. 

Before leaving Kigali 
Friday morning. Mr. Annan 
laid another wreath at a 
small cemetery on the out- 
skirts of the capital, which 
serves as a memorial to 
another massacre in the 
early days of the genocide, 
when the victims were left 
unguarded by U.N. troops. 

Before Mr. Annan even 
embarked on his current 
eight-nation African rour. 
Rwanda had been clearly 
flagged as the most difficult 
stopover, given the intense 
anger that still pervades the 
country over the interna- 
tional community's unwill- 
ingness to take a major por- 
tion of blame for the geno- 
cide. 

Although Mr. Annan 
admitted during his speech 
to parliament Thursday that 


the world had shirked its 
responsibilities over 
Rwanda, deputies offered 
only perfunctory applause 
and later dismissed his 
remarks as insufficient and 
pressed demands for the 
whole truth on the U.N.'s 
role in 1994. 

Mr. Annan, who was in 
charge of U.N. peacekeep- 
ing operations at the time of 
the Rwandan civil war, was 
accused by the New Yorker 
magazine last Monday of 
having failed to halt the 
killings. 

The magazine charged 
that Mr. Annan had ordered 
U.N. Blue Helmets in 
Rwanda not to intervene 
despite a warning of the 
impending genocide three 
months in advance by 
Major General Romeo 
Dallaire, the U.N. comman- 
der. 

Wednesday, an associa- 
tion of genocide survivors 
in Kigali demanded that Mr. 
Annan “explain himself’ 
over the world body’s inac- 
tion. 


United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, accom- 
panied by his Swedish wife Nane (centre), visits the 
Nyanza graveyard for the victims of a massacre of 
thousands of Tutsis killed during the 1994 genocide 
(Reuters photo) 


Ethnic Albanian leader Rugova 
wants independent Kosovo 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Kosovo Albanian 
leader Ibrahim Rugova reit- 
erated Friday that indepen- 
dence was the best solution 
for the troubled Serbian 
Kosovo province, a demand 
rejected by the international 
community. 

“The best solution is inde- 
pendent Kosovo with all 
guarantees for Serbs and 
other nationalities (living in 
the province) and with an 
international civil protec- 
torate as a transitional 
phase,” Mr. Rugova told 
reponers in the Kosovo cap- 
ital Pristina. 

He also repeated his 
movement’s readiness to 
hold talks with the Belgrade 
authorities “in a third coun- 
try with an international 
presence." 

Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic has so 
far rejected any internation- 
al mediation in the Kosovo 
conflict. 

However, he seems ready 


to accept a mission by for- 
mer Spanish Premier Felipe 
Gonzalez, aimed at normal- 
ising relations between 
Yugoslavia and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Mr. Rugova described the 
situation in Kosovo as 
ive and tense.” 
ie said the Yugoslav 
army was continuing a 
build-up on the border with 
Albania- while^Sesbian 
police were “b esieging vil- 
Iages" ituhe centrakDrenica 
and Klina region, in the 
west of Kosovo around 
Decani and in the north 
around Kosovska 

Mitrovica. 

He demanded that the 
Serbian authorities cease 
their military and police 
activity in the province and 
uiged “preventive action by 
the international communi- 


province “to show self- 
restraint” to keep from 
drawing Kosovo “into a 
cycle of violence.” 

More than 130 people, 
most of them ethnic 
Albanians, have been killed 
since the. beginning of this 
year, as victims of bloody 
attacks or clashes between 
Serbian security forces and 
Albanian armed rebels. 

The province, which has a 
90 per cent Albanian rnajor- 
-ity, -enjoyed- autonomy in 
the old federal Yugoslavia 
£>ut this was revoked in 


ty- 


Mr. Rugova also called on 
ethnic Albanians in the 


1989 under Mr. Milosevic’s 
Serbian leadership. 

The international commu- 
nity has shied away from 
backing full independence 
for Kosovo, preferring 
some solution within the 
present rump federal 
Yugoslavia. 

But Mr. Rugova praised 
U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's “permanent com- 
mitment” to a solution of 
the Kosovo crisis. 



An owner of an arms shop in Sofia shows a tiny pistol with its detachable silencer 
(right) able to shoot .32-caliber cartridges that looks like a key chain (AFP photo) 


‘Key-ring gun cannot kill 9 


SOFIA (AFP) — A 
Bulgarian key-ring gun 
which has sparked security 
ilaim bells in airports around 
he world cannot kill, its 
nanufacmrer said Friday. 

Experts have reportedly 
»aid that the gun. which can 
wss undetected through air- 
»rt security screens, can fire 
ive rounds and could be fatal 
it a distance of up to 20 
netres. 

But maker Victor Stayev 
old the Standard newspaper 
hat the gun, which is widely 
Lvailable in Bulgaria, would 
explode in the hand if the 
iser tried to fire real bullets. 

“The key-ring mini-pistol 
s designed to fire gas car- 
ridges or blanks. It is a lie to 
ay that a terrorist could use 
t to fire real bullets. In that 
ase the device would 
xplode in the hand." he said. 


in 


According to reports 
London and New York, 
Interpol has called on air- 
ports worldwide to be on the 
lookout for the tiny guns, 
which measure 7.5 by 2.5 
centimetres. 

The gun risks avoiding 
security checks because the 
user can put U in a basket of 
items from his pockets which 
does not go through a scan- 
ner. 

A passenger, who promptly 
fled, was found carrying a 
key-ring gun of this type at 
London's Heathrow in 
December, the British press 
said Thursday, adding simi- 
lar weans had been seized in 
Perth, Australia, and Athens. 

The daily Express said the 
guru which is attached to a 
key-ring and costs S20, fires 
,32 calibre bullets and 
experts said it would be 


accurate to a distance of up 
to 18 metres. 

Mr. Stayev said the gun is 
sold worldwide, and alleged 
that reports sparking alarm 
about the device were due to 
business rivals in the United 
States. 

The New York Times 
reported Wednesday that the 
gun could be used by hijack- 
ers and terrorists. 

The report also said that 
Interpol had warned its 177 
member countries about the 
device, saying it is “readily 
available” in southern 
Europe. 

“It is fairly innocuous to 
look at,” Australian customs 
Director Brian Harrell told 
the daily. “It doesn't look 
like a weapon. If you showed 
it to airport security, they 
would probably think it's a 
key ring.” 


Attack on 
Russia still 
possible , 
Yeltsin 


warns 


officers 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia’s military reforms 
will not undermine the 
country's defence capa- 
bility, President Boris 
Yeltsin told army officers 
Friday, warning that 
aggression against 
Russia could not be ruled 


out. 

“I am sure that this 
army reform will not 
impair Russia's potential 
for effective deterrence, 
including nuclear deter- 
rence. and for repulsing 
aggression if necessary.” 
Interfax quoted Mr. 
Yeltsin as saying at the 
Kremlin meeting. 

“We cannot afford sim- 
ply to rule out such 
aggression." he told the 
senior officers from vari- 
ous branches of the 
armed forces. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the 
reforms were aimed at 
creating “numerically 
smaller” but efficient 
armed forces and other 
forces, armed with 
advanced hardware and 
well trained." 

“These are tough but 
achievable targets." he 
added. 

In its reform pro- 
gramme. the Russian 
government plans to 
slash troop strength by 
500.000 to 1 .2 million by 
the end of 1998, abolish 
conscription and create 
an efficient, mobile, pro- 
fessional army. 

Military experts say the 
targets set by the govern- 
ment are over — ambi- 
tious, and the army will 
be struggling to finance 
such a major reform. 


Indian defence minister’s 


anti-China stand 


dismissed by army chief 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's army chief has dis- 
missed Defence Minister 
George Fernandes’ anti- 
China stand, a daily said 
Friday, as Communists 
renewed calls for the sack- 
ing of the Socialist leader. 

General V.P. Malik was 
quoted by the Hindustan 
Times as saying that Mr. 
Fernandes’ comments on 
China did not matter. 

The daily said he “virtual- 
ly scoffed’’ at Mr. 
Fernandes’ description of 
China, with whom India 
fought a border war in 1962 
leading to a freeze in rela- 
tions for 14 years, as a 
“threat number one.” 

Gen. Malik recalled a 
visit last month by People’s 
Liberation Army chief 
General Fu Quanyou to 
India, saying: ‘The chief of 
array staff "of China and 
myself have recently met 
and relations between the 


two countries are improv- 
ing. 

“Mr. Fernandes’ state- 
ment does not matter." he 
added. 

The opposition 

Communist Party of India 
Marxist renewed a demand 
for Mr. Fernandes’ sacking, 
saying he was working on 
“some personal agenda. 

“No defence minister has 
a right to make his personal 
ideas the agenda for the 
country and Fernandes has 
already said his remarks on 
China were his personal 
views." party General 
Secretary Vi nod Misra said. 

Mr. Misra said the minis- 
ter had made “irresponsi- 
ble" statements on neigh- 
bouring China. Bangladesh 
and Myanmar, creating a 
wedge in ties “which ful- 
fils American interests.” 

Mr. Fernandes, whose 
Socialist Party is a minority 
partner in India's new 
Hindu nationalist-led coali- 
tion. Thursday said: “We 
have to strengthen our bor- 
der with China. There can- 
not be any lessening of our 


defence priorities as far as 
China is concerned.” 

The minister, however, 
refused to comment on his 
earlier charges Beijing had 
supplied missile technolo- 
gy to Pakistan. 

China reacted sharply 
again Thursday denying it 
was a military threat to 
India, saying the allegation 
was “ridiculous and not 
' worthy of refutation.” 

Mr. Fernandes’ Samata 
(Equality) Party, - said it 
would carry out a nation- 
wide awareness campaign 
about the “potential threat 
from China.” party General 
Secretary Shi van and 

Tewari was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Tewari said the “elit- 
ist class" had traditionally 
tried to appease China, 
adding: “This attitude of 
hushing up the threat bad 
led the Chinese to attack 
the country in 1962.” 

Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s 
first prime minister, headed 
the government when the 
Indo-Chinese war broke 
out. Mr. Nehru had 
espoused a pro-China poli- 
cy and even coined a slogan 
“Indians and Chinese are 
brothers." 

Mr. Fernandes 

Wednesday expressed his 
“commitment on the ongo- 
ing dialogue between New 
Delhi and Beijing”, in an 
apparent softening of his 
claim that China was the 
main threat to India and had 
deployed nuclear weapons 
in Tibet. 

India says China still 
holds 40.000 square kilo- 
metres of its territory in 
Kashmir. China lays claim 
to a swathe of Indian terri- 
tory in the far eastern state 
of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Mr. Fernandes last month 
accused China of building a 
military airfield on Indian 
territory and helping 
Pakistan — with which 
India has waged three wars 
— to develop a surface-to- 
surface missile. 


Death toll rises to 33 in 


Philippine elections 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
death toll in the run-up to 
Philippine elections 

climbed to 33 Friday, offi- 
cials said, without providing 
details of the incidents. 

A total of 33 had been 
killed and 31 injured, said 
the country’s independent 
Commission on Elections, 
as more than 100,000 hope- 
fuls fight for jobs ranging 
from president to local town 
councillor. 

About 17,300 political 
posts are up for grabs in 
Monday’s polls. 

The focus is on the battle 
for the presidency, which 


Fidel Ramos must give up 
under the constitution after 
his six-year term. But local 
elections have fuelled most 
of the violence. 

The elections, which have 
turned the baking-hot capi- 
tal Manila into a sea of cam- 
paign posters covering even 
tree branches, had claimed 
the lives of 27 people and 
injured 3 1 by Thursday. 

In the latest flare-up, an 
unknown attacker blew up a 
helicopter with a launched 
grenade just moments after 
three aides of a candidate 
for Congress had disem- 
barked, officials said. 


The Hughes helicopter 
was carrying three aides of 
Congressman Olong Saludo 
and a pilot when it landed in 
Maasin town in the central 
island of Leyte Thursday, a 
transport official said. No 
one was hurt 

In the last elections in 
1992. 56 people were killed 
and 138 wounded. 

Vice President Joseph 
Estrada, head of the opposi- 
tion camp, is the clear leader 
in polls for the presidential 
race with an 18 percentage 
point advantage over Mr. 
Ramos' candidate. House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia. 
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Taleban capture 
strategic town in 
northern Afghanistan 




ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
The Taleban militia have cap- 
tured an important district in 
northern Afghanistan after 
heavy fighting with troops of 
opposition c ommand e r 
Ahmad Shah Masood, a 
report said Friday. 

The Islamic militia seized 
the district headquarters of 
Isbkemish in northeastern 
Takhar province and 15 sur- 
rounding villages after heavy 
fighting late Thursday, the 
Taleban ’s Consul General 
Maulvi NajibuUah was quot- 
ed as saying by Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP). 

He told AIP the fall of 
Ishkemish also threatened the 
road between Mr. Masood’s 
Panjsbdr valley h e adquarters 
and Taluqan, capital of 
Takbar province. 

Independent confirmation 
of the report was not immedi- 
ately available. 

Staff at humanitarian 
organisations returning here 
from northern Afghanistan 
Friday said the two sides 
were engaged in heavy fight- 
ing in die Bangi area near 
Ishkemish. 

Mr. Najibuhah said nine 
opposition troops were killed 
and 25 arrested in Thursday's 
fighting. He gave no details 
of Taleban losses. 

The diplomat, based in the 
northwestern Pakistani city 
of Peshawar bordering 
Afghanistan, said die militia 
fighters also captured 40 
vehicles from forces loyal to 
A fghan ex-Defence Minister 
Mr. Masood. 

However, the eastern flank 
of the district was still in the 
hands of Mr. Masood’s 
forces, the private news ser- 
vice AIP said 

Afghan sources said the 


arrack on Ishkemish was 
mounted by Taleban troops 
based in the northern 
Baghlan province, whale skir - 
mishes were also continnbig 
in the Bangi front opened last 
week. 

Aff has reported a series <jf 

clashes between Taleban, and 
Mr. Masood farces ini 'the 
Bangi area, following last 
Sunday’s collapse of infra- 
Afghan peace talks -'-in 
Pakistan. 

An opposition spokesman 
earlie r denied Taleban claiiTK 
of gains in Bangi, saying the 
frontlines remained 

unchanged since the peace 
talks were suspended indefi- 
nitely over the Talehan’s 
refusal to lift a blockade of 
the central Hazarajat region. 
The northern alliance said tte 
refusal undermined an agree- 
ment reached in five-day 
tal ks to set up a 40-member 
commission of Islamic schol- 
ars to end the civil wan 

The Islamic militia 
Wednesday allowed the ship- 
ment of 1.000 tonnes of food 
to the famine-hit region of 
Hazarajat by the United 
Nations. 

The Taleban called on the 
U.N. to ensure the food sup- 
ply reaches only civilians in 
the opposition-held region, 
inhabited by 1 .2 milli on peo- 
ple. 

The Taleban seized Kabul 
in September 1996 and now 
control two-thirds of 

Afghanistan, while several 
northern provinces are held 
by the opposition alliance 
which includes farces of the 
ousted Afghan government, 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat Muslim 
faction and e thnic Uzbek 
General Abdul Rashid 

Dostam. 
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bail up Australian 




foreign minister 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AFP) — About 25 East 
Timor demonstrators 
trapped Australian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Alexander 
Downer in his car Friday, 
swarming over the vehicle 
in a tense quarter-hour 
standoff. 

The demonstrators were 
waiting at the back 

entrance of Melbourne 
University’s School of 
Business, where Mr. 

Downer was to address a 
conference on the Asian 
crisis. 

After hurling red paint 
and fake dollar notes out- 
side the entrance, the angry 
protesters formed a human 
barrier around the car when 
it arrived and police had to 
force their way through. 

Speaking after his 
address, an unruffled Mr. 
Downer said he always 
defended the right of peo- - 
pie to demonstrate as long 


as it was peaceful. 

"I instructed the driver 
not to drive forward until 
the police arrived,” he told 
reporters. 

After Mr. Downer went 
inside, demonstrators lay in 
front of both entrances. ‘ 

“We're making sure he 
steps over our bodies to 
symbolise the dead people 
he has stepped over in East 
Timor,” Melbourne 

University’s Student Union 
President Shelley Marshall 
said. 

Mr. Downer left from a 
side entrance, pursued by 
demonstrators who 

thumped the vehicle before 
police caught up. 

Australia is a main centre 
for activists promoting - the 
cause of East Timor, a for- 
mer Portuguese colony 
which was invaded and 
then annexed by Indonesia 
in a move never recognised 
by the United Nations. 
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Mudslide toll in Italy 
hits 77 dead, 208 missing 
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ROME (AFP) — Seventy 
seven people were killed 
in the mudslides which 
engulfed several villages 
in southern Italy this 
week, according to the 
latest toll issued Friday. 

Earlier the civil defence 
headquarters in Rome 
had said 208 people were 
still missing and 1,700 
people had been left 
homeless in the disaster 
Tuesday night east of 
Naples. 

Sixty of the dead came 
from the town of Sarno, 


and the rest from neigh- 
bouring hillside villages, 
six from Quindici* five 
each from Siano and 
Bracigliano and one from 
San Felice Can cello. 

Figures being given out 
for die number of people 
missing vary widely 
nobody knows exactly 
how many people were in 
the area at die time of the 
catastrophe. 

Rescue operations were 


'^nded 

r 1 .'. e "''■vd in 
Si 40, , , 

intern Sr r e fr ° m 
city 


BOBC5 
tv font's tasr 
perpiff sajstd 

tv i 

Taft 

and ruhta* feuS 

ibc bi 

“•TiiJkfKi IT 

L-ftnci 
CVrficjJ lax & 

woundftj*.- -V* 
“There 

ityumi her a- 

hfci. -ka--. .? vi 

case 

pfST' ■'.•a. 

A >u 

kttsitx i / 

ralh ,Vii c. 
metre* wstiK 

. - F< :t*c — t 

a <tr. t?' t~?, 
sand- 
Jest's.- -Jr 
mj- ^ rvr-i : 

lan chi es i. ierfcr 
abandon ^ 
Gee. Ifcca wc - 
that affc? Tii esr 

the unfits p: 
LtfJ. wfrjcr; hcv 4 
cud Avar; jje 
had rkm 
“L svcreiAiN. j; 
that v-r acec 2 k 

Gel- Wjtesifc.* sjue 

dent.v Sn drr»p ihc 
take past ;n 
pnxes*. 

But hi.- pvey scfl 
Friday. aft tiw< 
up a cLsra*: c 
Suharui end 

or in roif 


Sri I 
recn 






* on c in 


continuing Friday in. the kt]j S j- Lar -o|j 
stricken area which is m ^ pojj^ ■ 
the Campania region. 1 ’ 


Pet dog kills boy as 
mother gives birth 
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PRAGUE (AFP) — AnU- 

year-old boy was killed by 
the family’s pet dog on the 
same day that his mother 

25 8 police- 

said Friday. 
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Japan 
appeals 
verdict 
ordering 
payment to 
S. Korean 
wartime 
sex slaves 

TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese government 
Friday appealed against a 
court decision ordering it 
to pay compensation to 
three South Korean 
women forced to serve as 
sex slaves for the 
Imperial Army during 
World War n. 

The government said in 
its appeal that the verdict 
last month by the 
Yamaguchi District 
Court “clearly goes 
against past decisions of 
the Supreme Court.” 

On April 27, the district 
court in western Japan 
ordered the government 
to pay 300,000 yen 
(S2J180) each to the three 
South Korean women. It 
was the first court r ulin g 
obliging Tokyo to com- 
pensate the wartime vic- 
tims, known as “comfort 
women.” 

Justice Minister 

Kokichi Shimoinaba told 
a news conference 
Friday: “The court deci- 
sion, which recognised 
the responsibility of the 
state, goes against prece- 
dents set by the Supreme 
Court-” 

Historians say some 
200,000 young women, 
mostly from Korea, but 
also from China, the 
tfbfljpptBes » » - r and 
Indonesia — where some 
Dutch girls were also 
press-ganged — served 
in Japanese army broth- 
els. 

Tokyo has refused to 
pay direct compensation 
or to make an official 
apology to South Korean 
“comfort women,” insist- 
ing the issue was settled 
with the 1965 treaty 
between the two coun- 
tries. 

Japan has offered pri- 
vately-raised funds to 
former comfort women 
in South Korea, Taiwan 
and the Philippines, but it 
bas only angered the 
neighbouring countries 
who demand official 
compensation. 

Police 
round up 
80 Sicilians 
suspected 
mafiosi 

CATANIA, Italy (AFP) 
— Italian police said 
Friday they had rounded 
up 80 suspected mafiosi 
in a massive sweep in 
Sicily. 

Some 400 police from 
the eastern Sicilian city 
of Catania took part in 
the roundup overnight 
Thursday. which 
.focused on members of 
•he Salvatore CapeUo 
mafia clan, suspected of 
a series of armed rob- 
beries, including one in 
which a 10-year-old 
child was killed. 

The police were 
aimed with 121 arrest 
warrants issued by 
Catania - prosecutors — 
around 20 of them for 
people already serving 
Prison sentences for 
other crimes. 

Among those arrested 
were senior members of 
Je CapeUo clan, which 
has-been implicated in 
urug trafficking, racke- 
tecring and extortion. 
"Some also face mnr- 
charges relating to 
internal- family feud 
{bat fuelled a series of 

.Hfimgs. 



Over 3,000 students from four universities march through the streets of Samarinda, 
Borneo Island as 300 anti-riot police observe the event. The peaceful protest against 
the flagging Indonesian economy and political situation contrasted with recent unrest 
in the archipelago (Reuters photo) 

Scores injured as Indonesian 
students step up protests 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Clashes 
erupted in Central Java Friday 
between protesters and securi- 
ty forces leaving at least 50 
people injured, as thousands 
of students defied calls to 
abandon rallies and urged 
President Suharto to resign. 

Security forces fired tear gas 
and rubber bullets to break up 
the protest by stone -thro wing 
students in front of the 11 
March University in Solo, 
Central Java. Streams of 
ambulances fecried the 
wounded to hospitals. 

“There are some 50 students 
injured here and we are very 
busy ” Joko, a staff member at 
Muwardi state hospital emer- 
gency ward told AFP. 

A security guard at the uni- 
versity said it was the largest 
rally held in the city. 600 kilo- . 
metres southeast of Jakarta. 

L *, JLv£a$ djp wcffs^xioleqoe in 
a day of protests, with thou- 
sands rallying at universities 
across the archipelago, brush- 
ing aside a plea from the mili- 
tary chief General Wiranto to 
abandon their campaign. 

Gen. Wiranto said Thursday 
that after months of protests 
die country’s powerful mili- 
tary, which has a political role 
laid down in the constitution, 
had got the message. 

“Essentially, all have agreed 
that we need these reforms,” 
Gen. Wiranto said, urging stu- 
dents to drop me protests and 
take part in die reform 
process. 

But his plea fell tin deaf ears 
Friday, with thousands taking 
up a clarion call for Mr. 
Suharto to end three decades 
of iron-fisted rule. 


About 1 ,000 students drove 
in a convoy through the town 
of Ujung Pandang. South 
Sulawesi, protesting at fuel 
price hikes of up to 71 percent 
imposed Monday as part of 
International Monetary Fund- 
prescribed austerity' measures, 
residents said. 

They were undeterred 
despite clashes the previous 
day between students and 
police which left five wound- 
ed with gunshots. 

In Surabaya, East Java, 
some 2,000 university stu- 
dents marched on me streets, 
converging on the state 
Airlangga University to hear 
speakers call for Mr. Suharto 
to step down, residents said. 

Siudents in the KIP 
Teachers University in Jakarta 
staged a mock trial and 
burned a paper effigy of me 
76-year-old president as three 
truck loads of armed security 
forces kept guard. . 

“The extraordinary people’s 
court declares the defendant 
Suharto euflty of me crimes of 
murder, robbery, corruption 
and collusion etc., and sen- 
tences him to death,” one of 
me students, dubbed the "peo- 
ple’s prosecutor” said. 

As the effigy went up in 
flames, loud cheers and 
applause broke our among 
about 300 KIP students, an 
AFP reporter said 

Some 300 students also held 
a rally at North Sumatra 
University in Medan, which 
was rocked by four days of 
rioting and looting this week 
in which between two and six 
people were killed and scores 
injured 


Mr. Suharto, reappointed 10 
a seventh five-year term in 
March, has insisted any 
reforms could be prepared 
now but only be implemented 
after his term ends in 2003. 

The influential .Association 
of Indonesian Muslim 
Intellectuals has slammed his 
comments as too vague. 

And an Indonesian dissident 
told the U.S. House of 
Representatives that the IMF 
had “an impossible dream” by 
trying “to engineer an eco- 
nomic recovery under me 
same political conditions of 
institutionalised martial law.” 

In Padang, West Sumatra, 
some 5,000 students marched 
to the city hall under the guard 
of some 300 police, a witness 
said 

There was no trouble and 
me students returned to their 
campus by buses provided by 
the authorities after holding a 
brief free speech forum 
demanding reforms and lower 
fuel and electricity prices. 

The head of Padang military 
command Colonel Sugiyono, 
told journalists police 
detained 11 people. 10 of 
mem unemployed men, who 
were arrested during riots 
there Thursday. 

In Samarinda, East 
Kalimantan, hundreds of stu- 
dents Friday clashed with 
security forces as they 
marched 500 metres from 
Mulawarman campus onto 
the streets. Police pushed 
them back, Samsul Bahri, a 
spokesman in Samarinda for 
the Legal Aid Institute told 
AFP. 


Sri Lanka Tigers to stop 
recruiting child soldiers 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil Tiger rebels 
have promised to immediately 
stop recruiting child soldiers 
below the age of 17, a visiting 
United Nations official said 
Friday. 

Olara Otunnu, the UN. spe- 
cial representative on children 
and aimed conflict, said two 
leaders of the liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) gave the commitment 
to him T hursd ay. 

“The LTTE leadership, as of 
today, undertook not to use 
children below me age of 18 
years in combat,” Me Otunnu 
said in a statement “They fur- 
ther undertook not to recruit 
childre n below the age of 17 
years.” 


Mr. Otunnu said the LTTE 
accepted that a framework 
should be set up to monitor 
their commitments, which 
also include free access to 
food and other essentials for 
civilians in rebel-held areas of 
the island’s north. 

The UN. official expressed 
“gravest concern” about the 
continuing targeting of civil- 
ians throughout me country 
during his talks with Tiger 
political leader Thamilselvan 
and top ideologue Anton 
Balasingha m. 

4 The LTTE leadership 
acknowledged this to be an 
important and legitimate con- 
cern and undertook to review 

its strategies and tactics in this 
regard,” the UN. official said 


in his two-p age st atement. 

Bom the LTTE and govern- 
ment forces were due to 
observe a two-day truce dur- 
ing Mr. Otunnu’s visit to 
embattled northern regions 
Wednesday and Thursday, but 
bom sides carried out attacks 
and later blamed each other. 

The United Nations 
Child ren’s Fund has accused 
me LTTE of increasingly 
using child warriors in its bat- 
tie to establish an independent 
homeland called Eelam in the 
island’s northeast. 

More than 55,000 people 
have been killed in fighting m 
the past 25 years and about a 
quarter of the victims are 
believed to be children. 


Europe asks U.S. for help in 
stemming cigarette smuggling 


WASHINGTON (AFPi — 
The European Union has 
asked the United States for 
help in investigating the 
suspected involvement of 
U.S. tobacco companies in 
the smuggling of American 
cigarettes into Europe, The 
New York Times said 
Friday. 

RJ. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. will be the , First U.S. 
tobacco firm to come under 
investigation, a senior EL> 
official told the daily. 

This is the first time 
Europe has sought help 
from Washington in fight- 
ing the growing illicit ciga- 
rette trade, which European 
prosecutors strongly sus- 
pect is carried out with me 
complicity of U.S. tobacco 
firms. 


It is believed that me man- 
ufacturers routinely sell 
American cigarettes to 
traders and dealers who 
immediately resell them 
into black markets set up to 
evade foreign taxes and 
offer leading brands at a 
discount. 

“We are always puzzled 
bow the cigarette manufac- 
turers are paid and me only 
way we can obtain mis 
information is from mem,” 
Per Brix Knudsen, director 
of me EL 's Brussels-based 
anti-fraud unit told the 
daily. 

“As Reynolds has previ- 
ously refused any coopera- 
tion whatsoever we intend 
to take up this issue with me 
L’.S. authorities.” he added. 

A spokesman for RJ. 


Reynolds international in 
Geneva said his firm did not 
generally identify’ its cus- 
tomers, but added that it had 
“always cooperated with 
authorities.” 

The spokesman, however, 
admitted his company was 
continuing to sell to a trader 
— Michael Haenggi. who 
told The New York Times 
last year that his clients 
were smugglers. 

The investigation is 
focusing on 2 shipment of 
80 million American ciga- 
rettes, mostly Winston, 
seized in Barcelona in 
January'. The cigarettes, 
worth more man S3 million, 
were shipped in November 
10 Greece, where they were 
loaded onto seven long-haul 
trucks and stored aboard a 


huge cargo ship bound for 
Spain. 

Investigators, the daily- 
said. are convinced 
Reynolds knew- the ship- 
ment was destined for the 
black markets in Spain. 
“We intend to prove that,” 
said Carlos Ramos Rubio, 
chief of the anti -corruption 
office in Barcelona, and the 
prosecutor in the case. 

The daily said cigarette 
smuggling cost Europe 
some SI. 5 billion in lost 
taxes last year alone. 

A Treasury Department 
spokesman here told the 
daily that the U.S. govern- 
ment has responded in me 
past to similar requests 
from other countries and 
would be “as helpful as pos- 
sible” with the EU request. 


Ex-Soviets 
top nuclear 
power 
league 

VIENNA (AFP) — Ex- 
Soviet satellites top the 
world league of coun- 
tries which rely on 
nuclear power for their 
electricity demands, 
according to a survey 
published Friday. 

Six of the top 10 
ranked by proportion of 
power supplied by 
nuclear plants are from 
the former Soviet bloc, 
said the survey pub- 
lished by the 
International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

The others in the top 
10 are France, Belgium, 
Switzerland and 

Sweden, while the sur- 
vey notes that 17 coun- 
tries rely on nuclear 
plants to supply at least 
a quarter of their total 
electricity needs. 

Lithuania tops the sur- 
vey of plants operating 
in 32 countries world- 
wide 1997, with SI. 5 
per cent reliance on 
nuclear power, followed 
by France on 78.2 per 
cent. 

Then comes Belgium 
on 60.1 per cent; 
Ukraine on 46. S per 
cent; Sweden 46.2 per 
cent; Bulgaria 45.4 per 
cent; Slovak Republic 
44 per cent; Switzerland 
40.6 per cent; Slovenia 
39.9 per cent and 
Hungary 39.9 per cent. 

The survey listed 437 
nuclear power plants 
operating in the world 
last year, while 36 were 
reported to be under 
construction in 14 coun- 
tries. Overall nuclear 
power provided 17 per 
cent of the world’s elec- 
tricity. 

The IAEA also noted 
that total nuclear-gener- 
ated electricity last year 
was 2276.49 Terawatt- 
hours, more than the 
total electricity genera- 
tion from all sources in 
1958, which stood at 
1 ,912 Tera watt-hours. 

The United States has 

the largest number of 
nuclear" power plants 
with 107, followed by 
France on 59, Japan on 
54 and Britain on 35. 


Punishment shootings 
in North Ireland 


BELFAST (AFPI — Northern 
J fich police said Friday that two 
men had been shot and serious- 
ly wounded in separate attacks 
that appeared to be paramilhaiy 
“punishment” shootings. 

In the first case, a 38-year- 
old-mazr was stopped in the 
street overnight Thursday and 
shot several times in the knees 
and ankles, the police sad. 

The second; a 26-year-old. 
was grabbed by unidentified 
men in a c3f who shot him in 
the leg before dumping him on 
the roadside. 

Both men have been hospi- 


talised. 

Shootings to the knees and 
ankles are typical of punish- 
ment squads belonging to 
Northern Ireland’s militia 
which enforce discipline in 
their respective communities. 

Although informers are me 
primary targets, drug traffick- 
ers, rapists and paedophiles 
have also been on the receiving 
pnd- 

Around 16 suspected “pun- 
ishment” shootings have been 
carried out in Northern Ireland 
since the signing of peace 
accords last month. 


Russia delays altitude 
changes to Mir space station 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A pro- 
gramme to reduce the alti- 
tude of Mir has been put 
back a month until after the 
orbiting space station docks 
with a U.S. shuttle, ITAR- 
TASS reported Friday. 

The news agency cited 
Russian deputy flight chief 
Viktor Blagov as saying the 
gradual descent of Mir. 
originally planned for later 
this month, would now not 
go ahead until the end of 
June. 

Mr. Blagov told the 
agency it would be too cost- 


ly to start the adjustments 
prior to June 5. when a U.S. 
shuttle is due to dock with 
Mir. 

The station is currently at 
400 kilometres above me 
earth but is due to descend 
to 150 kilometres, at which 
point it will be abandoned 
by its crew and burnt up in 
the lower layers of the 
atmosphere. 

Mir has been in action for 
12 years and Is to be 
replaced by me 
International Space Station 
(ISS). 


Yeltsin appoints last major 
players in 


new government 


MOSCOW 1 AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin named 
the Iasi major players in the 
new government of Russian 
Prime Minister Sergei 
Kiriyenko Friday, including 
another newcomer from 
reformist stronghold Nizhny 
Novgorod. 

Speaking on Russian NTV 
television, Mr. Yehsin said the 
new government had been 
“completed.” although there 
may still be some “fine-tuning” 
concerning certain appoint- 
ments. 

Mr. Yeltsin reappointed 
Yevgeny Adamov to the post of 
atomic energy minister, but 
several other important posts 
went to newcomers. 

Yevgeny Sapiro, 64. became 
minister for regional and 
nationalities policy, moving 
from the economic policy com- 


mittee of the upper house of the 
Russian parliament. the 
Federation Council. The upper 
house consists of representa- 
tives from Russia's 89 regions 
— two from each one. 

Nikolai Khvatkov, hailing 
from Mr. Kiriyenko 's home 
region of Nizhny Novgorod on 
the Volga, was appointed to the 
sensitive post of head of gov- 
ernment administration. 

Nizhny Novgorod has 
become a major centre of mar- 
ket reform, synonymous with 
the increasing authority of 
young technocrats in Russian 
political life. 

Apart from Mr. Kiriyenko 
and Mr. Khvatkov, Nizhny 
Novgorod has also produced 
another important player in the 
Russian federal government — 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Boris' Nemtsov, who was for- 


merly the region's governor. 

Mr. Yeltsin named Vitaly 
Budko, former boss of the min- 
ers' union, as head of the feder- 
al service for regulating trans- 
port monopolies — a body par- 
ticularly concerned with pric- 
ing policy on the railways. 

To heal the new ministry for 
trade and industry Mr. Yeltsin 
appointed Georgy Gabunya. 
previously a senior official in 
the ministry for foreign eco- 
nomic relations. 

However, Mr. Gabunya was 
made an acting minister. 
Kremlin spokesman Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky said, because 
the creation of the new ministry 
“raises a huge number of ques- 
tions” and "we must see how 
the new acting minister man- 
ages.” 

Mr. Yeltsin also named Oleg 
Ruikovsky as health minister. 


Strike by Indian 
nurses nears showdown 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A crip- 
pling strike for higher pay by 
some 11,000 nurses in the 
Indian capital New Delhi 
entered its fourth day Friday 
but the government refused to 
accept their demands. 

Health Minister Dalit 
Ezhimalai was quoted as say- 
ing that the nurses’ demands for 
rises and benefits including a 
laundry allowance, house rent, 
quicker promotion and better 
training were “unacceptable. 

“The health ministry has 
been told by the finance min- 
istry that it is not possible at this 
point in time.” he said, asking 
them to climb down from their 
“adamant stand.” 

The strike has affected work 
at 2S state-run hospitals where 
nurses wearing black badges 
are staging round-the-clock 


protests. 

The general secretary of the 
Delhi Nurses Union. G.K. 
Khurana, has said the nurses 
would “not relent” unless the 
government agrees to all of 
their demands. 

A doctor ai New Delhi's 
Sucheta Kripalani hospital, one 
of the most popular in the city, 
said that while at least 100 chil- 
dren are bom daily on average, 
no deliveries had been per- 
formed since the strike began. 
Some women “were in such an 
advanced state that they* could 
deliver” in the corridors, he told 
the Hindustan Times. 

Om Devi, the mother of a six- 
year-old girl suffering from 
acute gastroenteritis said her 
child had been turned away 
from two government hospitals 
and she had been advised to go 


to another hospital. 

“My daughter will die by the 
time she reaches there,” Ms. 
Devi told the paper. 

Another doctor said the 
worst-hit were the poor, who 
could not afford expensive 
medical treatment in private 
nursing homes and hospitals. 

Harsh Vardhan. the health 
minister of New Delhi's local 
government, has warned that 
emergency measures would be 
enforced. He also threatened 
pay cuts if the nurses continued 
their strike. 

“We cannot remain silent 
spectators to the sufferings of 
the people," Mr. Vardhan, a 
doctor, said, adding that 
instructions had been issued to 
all hospitals noi to turn patients 
away and to run casualty and 
emergency services at all costs. 


Euthanasia advocate Kevorkian 
arrested after scuffle with police 


ROYAL OAK, Michigan 
(AFPj — Physician and 
euthanasia advocate Jack 
Kevorkian and an associate 
were arrested after struggling 
with police as they attempted to 
drop off a body at a hospital, 
police and hospital officials 
said. 

Dr. Kevorkian. 69. and his 
current aide, psychiatrist 
Georges Redding. 73, were 
being held at a local jail early 
Friday on charges of assault 
and resisting arrest (Kevorkian) 
and obstructing an officer and 
resisting arrest (Redding). 

Dr. Kevorkian has refiised to 
accept bail, set at 5200. because 
he believes he was arrested on 
false charges, and is prepared to 
so on hunger strike in protest, 
his lawyer Michael Schwartz 
said. Dr. Redding, be added, 
decided be would follow Dr. 
Kevorkian as “a prisoner of 
conscience.” 

Dr Kevorkian and Dr. 
Redding, who have publicly 
acknowledged dozens of assist- 
ed suicides, arrived ai William 
Beaumont Hospital with a 
body in the back sear of their 
car, said hospital spokeswoman 
Colette StimmelL 

T\vo Royal Oak police offi- 


cers were also outside the 
entrance to the emergency 
room “on an unrelated matter,’' 
Ms. Stimmell said. 

After the officers approached 
Dr. Kevorkian, there was 
“pushing and shoving between 
Kevorkian and the officers,” 
the spokeswoman added 
Royal Oak police said in a 
statement that “the officer 
attempted to calm Dr. 
Kevorkian, but Dr. Kevorkian 
persisted in his assault and had 
to be physically subdued and 
arrested.” 

Dr. Kevorkian and Dr. 
Redding were being held at a 
local jail the statement added 
Mr. Schwartz claimed Dr. 
Kevorkian was placed under 
arrest before the struggle. “He 
was under arrest before any- 
thing happened.” 

He said Dr. KevoHdan had a 
bruise on his left cheek bone, 
swollen wrists and reduced 
movements in his left hand 
“There was no basis for having 
him under arrest,” Mr. 
Schwartz said, adding that if 
the arraigning judge keeps the 
bail. Dr. Kevorkian would go 
on a hunger strike. 

“If he remains in jail," Mr. 
Schwartz added, “then this 


.entire mauer will come to an 
•‘end in a couple of weeks,” hint- 
ing that a hunger strike for a 
man of Dr. Kevorkian's age 
and physical condition was 
very hazardous. 

Ms. Stimmell identified the 
body in the back of Dr. 
Kevorkian's car as that of a 26- 
year-oid man from Aptos, 
California. A note that accom- 
panied the body said he suf- 
fered from “traumatic quadri- 
plegja.” she added. 

It was the 1 1th body dropped 
off at same hospital by Dr. 
Kevorkian in the last three 
years. 

Physician aided death is ille- 
gal in Michigan under a stale 
Supreme Court ruling. But 
juries have acquitted Dr. 
KevoHdan three times and a 
fourth trial ended in a mistrial. 
Opponents of the practice are 
seeking to strengthen the law. 

In late 1993, Dr. Kevorkian 
went on a 1 7-day hunger strike 
while in jail to protest 
Michigan’s ban on assisted sui- 
cide. He slopped when a judge 
ruled the ban unconstitutional 
and had him freed. The ban was 
later reinstated 
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Hope for Sudanese 


THE ACCORD struck in Nairobi 
between the Sudanese government and 
leaders of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army is remarkable on two counts. First, 
the settlement of the conflict between 
Khartoum and the rebels is going to be 
based on the result of a referendum in 
which the southern Sudanese will decide 
whether to stay in the union or secede. 
Second, it represents one of the rare 
occasions in which a developing country 
resorts to the principle of self-determina- 
tion to resolve an ethnic conflict. 

For Sudan to leap forward and apply 
the mother of all human rights, the right 
to self-determination, albeit belatedly, is 
indeed commendable by any standard. 
The fact that the projected referendum 
will be held under international supervi- 
sion is solid evidence that Khartoum is 
serious about its offer. No nation in con- 
temporary history has accepted to go that 
far at the risk of dismembering itself. 

The southern Sudanese and their lead- 
ers have so far expressed their desire to 
remain part of the greater Sudan. 
Whether they will still opt for that is at 
the moment not clear. But whatever deci- 
sion they reach must be respected not 
only because it would ensure them their 
rights hut also end years of strife and 
bloodshed and spare Khartoum the 
resources it has so far been spending on 
war. 

In the run up to the referendum it is 
important now to agree upon a ceasefire 
to enable humanitarian relief to reach the 
people in the south who are threatened 
with famine. To further encourage the 
Sudanese authorities in their quest for 
peace it is high time to lift the string of 
sanctions placed on that country by the 
West. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi praised the 
Palestinian National Authority for its adherence to 
the peace process and its wisdom by accepting the 
American proposals on the withdrawal from the 
West Bank. The writer said the Palestinian stand 
helped embarrass the Israeli prime minister and 
paved the way for a direct confrontation between 
him and the U.S. administration. However, the 
London meetings are not over yet, the venue has 
been shifted to Washington next week during 
which more pressure is expected to be exerted on 
Netanyahu to make him comply with the require- 
ments of peace, said the writer. The London meet- 
ing showed the world in general and the U.S. and 
Europe in particular that it is Netanyahu who is 
obstructing peace by rejecting Washington's 
ideas for the implementation of the Oslo accord, 
according to the writer. The London meeting, 
Rimawi said, resulted in a U.S. stand favourable 
to the Palestinians as Madeleine Albright has 
clung hard to the U.S. proposals and expressed 
determination for their implementation. 


Al Arab Al Ya win's Nicola Naser reflected on 
American aid to Israel and the Arab region, par- 
ticularly Jordan. He said, according to USAID 
Director Brian Atwood. Jordan received $2.2 bil- 
lion from the U.S. in aid since 1990 but in con- 
trast Israel received $77.7 billion in the same 
period although the Kingdom is in more need of 
aid for its development than Israel. The writer 
said that while the American aid to Jordan has 
been directed to encourage it to maintain peace 
with Israel and to help it carry out family plan- 
ning programmes, U.S. aid to Israel helped the 
Jewish state build up a formidable arsenal of con- 
ventional and weapons of mass destruction and 
maintain its hold on the Arab World and perpetu- 
ate its occupation of territories belonging to three 
Arab states. He said Jordan should reexamine the 
U.S. aid programme in that it must be linked to 
helping the Kingdom attain sustainable develop- 
ment and should be directed in a manner that 
would help end the arms race and establish gen- 
uine and lasung peace. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilan|. 


Western powers continue to 

Palestinian situation 



■M 


IT WAS no surprise that the much-heralded London talks 
failed to lift the logjam in the Israeli-Palesdnian track of 
the peace process. The writing was on the wall since the 
day British Prime Minister Tony Blair announced his 
“initiative" of hosting the meetings of Israeli, Palestinian 
and American leaders that it was an exercise aimed at 
securing Palestinian acceptance of the down-sized Israeli 
offer of a redeployment in the West Bank. Applying pres- 
sure on Israel to abide by its obligations and commit- 
ments was never in the cards, and hence it dismayed not 
many in this part of the world that Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu stood firm on his ground, and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat found nothing dramatic 
or even new in the London talks. 

Obviously, the next step in the exercise is a round of 
Washington meetings, and we have little hope of achiev- 
ing a breakthrough there either. Of course, if anything, the 
London talks offered a face-saving formula for the 
Clinton administration to invite Netanyahu to Washington 
— for the sake of salvaging the peace process, of course, 
as we have been told — after going through another peri- 
od of “strain'’ in relations between President Bill Clinton 
and Netanyahu. Well, if it was true that there was indeed 
such a “strain," then it had nothing to do with the peace 
process. If the “strain" was rooted in American frustration 
over Netanyahu's refusal to abide by his country's agree- 


ments with the Palestinians, then we wonder why 
Washington chose to overlook that frustration and contin- 
ue to play the Israeli tune. 

Washington watchers, pro-Israeli. anti-Israeli and neu- 
tral alike, are convinced there is no such thing as 
American pressure on Israel; there never was, is or will 
be. The Pales tinians would be better off to stop in their 
track for a moment before accepting that the Washington 
talks would “accelerate" the “final status" negotiations. 
Such acceleration would only result in hasty agreements 
under pressure leading to the deprivation of most of the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinians in the end. It does not 
require an expert to see that as long as the government of 
Netanyahu remains in power in Israel, the Palestinians 
might as well sit back doing nothing except accelerating, 
whatever little way they could, the political demise of 
Netanyahu and his likes from the Israeli scene. 

The present forces in power in Israel have yet to come 
to terms with the reality that peace with the Arabs is con- 
ditional on honouring the rights of the Palestinians, and it 
is unlikely that the politically-immature Netanyahu is the 
right person to lead the Israeli right-wing into accepting 
that reality. As such, the scepticism that we have, like 
most others who want a just, comprehensive and lasting 
peace agreement in the Middle East, is quite justified. We 
do not expect the Washington meetings to provide any 


dramatic breakthroughs, but the danger is that more pres-, 
sure will be exerted on Arafat to accept whatever 
Netanyahu is willing to offer in return for some token 
gestures like a final okay for the building of a Palestinian 
airport at Gaza and perhaps a “safe passage” between 
Gaza and the West Bank. • 

The long and short of what we have seen so far since the' 
signing of the interim agreement between the Palestinians 
and Israelis is a pattern of American and European — 
British to be more accurate — efforts to manoeuvre the 
Palestinians into a situation where they are left with little 
choice but to accept the Israeli version of a solution to the 
problem. What is even more irksome is the hypocritical 
declarations of support for the legitimate rights of die 
Palestinian people while we all know that the Palestinian 
negotiating position is weak by virtue of Israel’s physical 
control of the Palestinian territories in question and the 
inability of the Arabs to force a military showdown to 
wrench control of the land. 

Instead of issuing such misleading declarations, the 
powers at work for “peace" in the Middle East — a peace 
that is cooked and spiced in Israel’s kitchen — would do 
us all a big favour by affirming that tbeir objective is not 
to bring about justice and international legitimacy in die 
region but to serve the Israeli goal of forcing its solution 
down the Palestinian throat 1 



U.S. not prepared to lose political capital over 
peace process stalemate, says former official 


By George S. Hisbmeh 


WASHINGTON — “In the United States 
and Israel, politics has taken over. It’s sad. 
because we have a situation today where we 
have a second-term president who could 
really, I think, get some significant things 
accomplished (in the Middle East) but to do 
that you must be willing to spend some 
political capital, and so far, at least, the 
(Clinton) administration has not indicated 
it’s willing to do that" 

This damaging commentary on U.S. for- 
eign policy came while U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright was holding sepa- 
rate meetings in London with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat on ways 
to revive the comatose Middle East peace 
process. 

The speaker was James Baker, the former 
American secretary of state and architect of 
the Madrid peace process, who was speak- 
ing May 4 to a closed group at a plush 
Washington hotel two blocks from the 
White House. 

The United States today, he continued, “is 
not doing what we historically must do if 
there’s going to be what we historically 
have done and what we must do if there’s 
going to be progress toward peace in the 
Middle East. Indeed, we almost seem to be 
paralysed, almost impotent." 

He continued: “We are paralysed about 
putting (the U.S.) position out there on the 
table. The United States is entitled to have a 
position on these matters. We have signifi- 
cant and substantial interests in the Middle 
East. Those interests do not always accord 
exactly with the interests of the state of 
Israel." 

While stressing that the United States is 
“irrevocably, absolutely, and unconditional- 
ly committed to the security of Israel," 
Baker thought that the United States should 
still be able to say: 

“Look, it is the view of the honest broker. 


it is the view of the United States, as the 
only country in the world that can really 
move this process forward, that there ought 
to be a 13. 1 per cent withdrawal" from the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 

He seemed indignant that the United 
States is “afraid" to confirm this American 
position which has been leaked to the press. 

Baker defended Secretary Madeleine 
Albright for whom he said he has great 
respect and noted her statement to the New 
York Times last month in which she told the 
interviewer. “Don’t believe those who say 
there is a (Mideast) peace process. That’s 
not the situation. There is a real problem, 
and the United States is losing its credibUi-. 


tious and cognizant of “domestic politics," 
particularly the Israeli lobby. 

There was further evidence of that in the 
altitude of the Clinton administration 
toward Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

A column in the Washington Post last 
week pointed out that Clinton, guided by 
Berger, had pigeonholed a 1992 warning by 
then President George Bush that threatened 
U.S. “military force” if Milosevic destab- 
lised Kosovo where the overwhelmingly 
dominant Albanian ethnic population was 
subjected toa killing spree-.-.- 

Columnists Rowland Evans and Robert 
Novak saw this as aL“major policy, change^; . 


There is currency to the view here that Secretary Albright 
appears handcuffed on the Middle East and that more 
and more foreign policy decisions are being dictated from 
the White House, especially by National Security Adviser 
Samuel R. “Sandy” Berger, who is described as cautious 
, and cognizant of “domestic politics,” 
particularly the Israeli lobby. 


ty among all the parties involved." 

After describing Albright's assessment as 
“fairly sad," Baker added: “In my view. 
Secretary Albright would like to be far more 
forward-leaning with respect to the Middle 
East peace process dan she is currently able 
to be " 

There is currency to the view here that 
Secretary Albright appears handcuffed on 
the Middle East and that more and more for- 
eign policy decisions are being dictated 
from the White House, especially by 
National Security Adviser Samuel R. 
“Sandy" Berger, who is described as cau- 


that greatly reduces ...Albright's diplomatic 
freedom of action.” They added: 

“That spells trouble for U.S. foreign poli- 
cy. Coming on the heels of Albright's losing 
battle with Clinton and Berger over her 
appeal to pressure Israel on Mideast peace, 
she now risks being marginalised. 
Important decisions are being made not by 
Albright but by the president on Berger's 
advice, apparently from the narrow perspec- 
tive of domestic politics." 

They wrote, “Clinton is bred to the game 
of domestic politics, not forei gn policy. 
With the midterm election six months away. 


the last thing the president wants is 
American casualties in a faraway place.” 
Moreover, the extent to which Clinton’s 
vice president, Al Gore, a presidential aspi- 
rant, would go in cunying favour with die 
Israelis and the American Jewish communi- 
ty was starkly clear to readers of die 
Washington Post over the weekend. 

Thomas W. Lippman, who travelled with 
the vice president during his just-conduded 
Mideast tour, began a Jerusalem-date lined 
story thusly: 

“If Vic$ President Gore runs for the top 
7 job in.20GO*<he-can be- .confident jthaltao 
. rival will easily outflank him on the issue pf 
r support* ibr Israel.. ,-j , jZ -V-V- 

“Here to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of the Jewish state. Gore 
wowed Israeli and American audiences with 
passionate affirmations of his commitment 
and admiration, his rhetoric flowing with 
biblical references and citations of Old 
Testament prophets.” 

In reply to a question from this reporter. 
Baker underlined that it is “essential” that 
the United States assume a strong leader- 
ship role. “Only the United States, after all, 
with our unique relationship with Israel and 
the special role that we now occupy in 
world affairs, can serve as honest broker 
between Israelis and Arabs.” 

He continued: “But to do so, it’s important 
that we maintain the integrity of our posi- 
tion by acting in a manner that is both 
objective and strong. From time to time, this 
is going to include telling truths that are 
going to upset one or more of the various 
parties. 

“From time to time, it’s going to involve 
the telling of truths that are going to be 
upsetting to the Arab side. From time to 
time, it’s going to involve the telling of 
truths that are going to be upsetting to die 
Israeli side. 

“And to put it as gently as I know how, 
this is not a task which has come naturally 
to the present administration ” 


‘Netanyahu still to blame for peace process failures’ 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies last week 
highlighted the Palestinian-Israeli 
meeting in London. Israel’s posi- 
tion with regard to withdrawals 
from the West Bank and Jordanian 
domestic issues. 

Al RaTs Fahed Fanek addressed 
the failure of the London meeting 
which grouped the Palestinians 
and the Israelis saying the result 
calls for a reassessment of the 
whole Middle East peace process 
on the pan of the Arab Nation. 
Expressing the belief that the 
Middle East is now facing danger 
more than any time in the past, the 
writer said the reassessment is 
needed in view of the possibility 
of a new cycle of violence and 
new explosions that can erupt at 
any moment. The writer said the 
London meeting was more 
between the Americans and the 
Israelis than between the 

Palestinians and the Israelis as the 
U.S- tried hard to convince 
Netanyahu of its idea and plans to 
no avail. He said the U.S. has tried 
to cover up for the failure by shift- 
ing the talks to Washington in the 
coming week. But. he said, as long 
as the Jewish state remains intran- 
sigent the failure is bound to occur 


again. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Marwan 


Hazine said the weakness of the 
U.S. secretary of state in handling 
Netanyahu's adamant stand 
prompted her to shift the meetings 
to Washington where perhaps 
more pressure can be exerted on 
the Israeli prime minister. But, 
Hazine said, deep down Secretary 
Albright realises that Netanyahu 
will continue to be deceitful and 
will try to escape from any pres- 
sure and therefore there is little 
hope that she will be able to per- 
suade him to accept the U.S. pro- 
posals. The writer said Netanyahu 
has two options: to be committed 
genuinely towards peace and the 
implementation of the agreements 
with the Palestinians or continue 
to reject the calls for peace and so 
create on atmosphere that would 
lead to more destruction and more 
disasters. The writer said that so 
far the Americans have declined to 
present their plan officially to the 
Palestinians because Netanyahu 
rejects them outright, and in the 
Washington meeting the U.S. is 
perhaps hoping to pressure the 
Palestinians to accept less than 13.1 
per cent as provided in the U.S. 
plan. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s Saleh Qallab 
expects Neiaynahu to show a more 
defiant and adamant stand at the 
Washington parley than in London 
because, he said, the Israeli prime 
minister is well assured of the U.S. 


Congress' backing of his stand. 
The writer said the U.S. Congress 
supporting Netanyahu in his 


is 


drive to wreck the Oslo accords 
and force the Palestinians to give 
more concessions to the Israelis. 
By shifting the talks to 
Washington Secretary Albright 
has perhaps wanted to hand over 
her failed mission to her boss, the 


THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


U.S. president, and perhaps is hop- 
ing that the Palestinians will give 
way and accept Netanyahu's terms 
for a settlement and his own ver- 
sion of withdrawals from the West 
Bank. Since the Palestinians are 
determined to withstand the pres- 
sure, said the writer, it is a far- 
gone conclusion that the 
Washington meeting will not meet 
a better fate than that which was 
held in London. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Taher 
Adwan tackled Israel’s celebra- 
tions of the 50th anniversary of 
their state in Palestine saying as 
much delight the anniversary was 
to the Zionists it was equally 


painful to the Arabs, particularly 
the Palestinians. In the celebra- 
tions the Israeli leaders spoke with 
pride about their victories in the 
war, about their occupation of 
Palestinian land, their military 
power and their achievements but 
they never uttered a word about 
the prospects of peace and the 
desire to build peace with their 
neighbours, noted the writer. The 
Israelis saw in the anniversary an 
opportunity for renewing their 
hostile stand towards the Arabs 
and for reasserting their aggres- 
sive stand and their intransigent 
position with regard to the peace 
accords, he added. But the Arabs 
on the other hand saw in this 
tragedy a reminder for them of 
their lost land and a moment to 
renew their resolve to regain their 
usurped rights. 

Al Dustour’s Nawaf Zaru said 
Israel’s rejection of the American 
proposals and its determination to 
wreck the Oslo accords should 
prompt the Arab countries to take 
stock of the peace process and to 
try to find new priorities for col- 
lective action against Israel. The 
main priority, he said, is to halt the 
whole peace process which has 
been unproductive and has been 
exploited by the Israelis to 
strengthen their own stand. The 
Palestinians and the Arabs are in 
need of a new stand and a concert- 
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ed effort and a truce amo ng their 
leaders so that the whole attention 
can be focused on the Palestine 
question, demanded the writer. He 
said unless the Arab countries take 
a very strong united stand at all 
levels, the Israelis will not budge 
from their present stubborn stand. 

Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek reflected 
on a draft law on press and publi- 
cations which the gove rnme nt is 
currently preparing to replace the 
1993 law. He saw a good sign in 
Deputy Prime Minis ter Abdullah 
Ensour’s recent statement that the 
new law would give more freedom 
to the press and would shift 
authority in dealing with viola- 
tions from the government to the 
judiciary. The writer said no doubt 
the present law is far better than 
those prevailing in the other Arab 
states where freedoms almost do 
not exist. But, he said. Jordanians 
expect to see more freedoms for 
the press to cater to the "requira” 
meats of the democratic process in 
the Kingdom. He said Jordanians 
should not stop in the middle of 
the road towards the ful fillme nt of 
democracy, and the new la w 
should end such penalties as 
imprisonment of journalists. The 
writer said the whole world is 
watching Jordan to see if it is sin- 
cere towards the fulfillment of 
democracy. 
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New lease of life for 
world’s oldest invalid 


By Dale Gavlak 


GIZA, Egypt — Egypt is hoping that 
an operation performed on “the old- 
est sick person on Earth" will revive 
the fortunes of the country’s terror- 
ism-bit tourism trade. 

The government is making prepara- 
tions for an international gala event 
to celebrate the restoration of the 
Great Sphinx of Giza, the world’s 
most famous colossus — 242 feet 
long and 66 feet high, with the head 
of a pharaoh and the body of a lion. 

When the final stone was set on the 
left paw of the Sphinx, marking the 
end of a 10-year project. Dr. Zahi 
Hawass, custodian of the statue, had 
tears in his eyes. 

‘Terhaps I’m the only one who felt 
the smile of the Sphinx on the day,” 
says Hawass, director of the Giza 
Plateau, who felt a personal responsi- 
bility for ensuring that the restoration 
work was carried out properly. 

There was no ceremony at the time 
the scaffolding was removed last 
December, because of the terrorist 
attack in Luxor the month before in 
which 58 tourists were killed. The 
slaughter made any sort of celebra- 
tion inappropriate. Now, with securi- 
ty tightened and most countries lift- 
ing bans on travel to Egypt, Cairo 
feels it can go ahead with plans to 
unveil the newly repaired statue for- 
mally. 

The Sphinx is Egypt’s national 
symbol and its top tourist attraction. 
But it badly needed restoring. Flakes 
had been falling from its chest, while 
stone blocks weighing hundreds of 
pounds had crumbled from its body. 

Previous restoration projects had 
actually contributed to the Sphinx's 
deterioration. The use of cement had 
been particularly damaging because 
it had eroded the limestone. Modern- 
day irritants, such as pollution and 
vibrations from tour buses, had fur- 
ther shaken and weakened the statue. 
'’Harass 1 ■ : sdptervised the -' ! team r 'of • 
Egyptian ' labourers’ 'artisans' 'and : 
archaeologists. They u$ed'~'12;244 ' 
hand-chiselled, white limestone 
blocks to renovate the beast's paws. 


legs and stomach. Their efforts cost 
S2.5 million. 

Hawass says they stopped the flak- 
ing of the chest by applying a special 
mixture of lime and sand, a process 
that will need to be repeated every 
five years. Underground water levels, 
which had been threatening the foun- 
dations. were reduced. 

Restorers used computer modelling 
and other new methods to make the 
repairs as faithful as possible. 


Previous restoration 
projects had actually 
contributed to the 
Sphinx’s deterioration. 

The use of cement 
had been particularly 
damaging because it 
had eroded the 
limestone. 


"We have to be near the Sphinx for- 
ever. because this is the oldest sick 
person on Earth. You cannot say that 
the Sphinx is safe and leave it," says 
Hawass. “The Sphinx is safe and 
smiling now because the job of 
restoration has been done very well." 

They did not replace the statue's 
nose and beard, lost long ago. "The 
Sphinx is a ruin — we should keep it 
as a ruin," insists Hawass. “We did 
not really change anything on the 
Sphinx at all." 

Although most tourists say they are 
pleased with the work, there are some 
detractors. 

Andy Sylvester from Washington, 
D.C. said he was disappointed with 
the use of limestone blocks: "I wish 
they'd left the original body intact 
•and not put all the blocks orr There — ■ 
it Tdndof male's if, look cheap.” ' 
"••'•The SpWbx ma'y have been safest 
while it was buried under centuries of 
sand. Believed to have been carved 


on the instructions of [he Pharaoh 
Chephren about 4.600 years ago, the 
statue was pan of a temple complex 
— never completed — that stood in 
front of his immense pyramid, the 
second largest on the Giza Plateau. 

According to legend, a young 
prince rediscovered the Sphinx, 
buried up to its neck in sand, while 
hunting gazelle. Weary, he took a nap 
in the statue's shadow and dreamt it 
offered him the crown of Egypt in 
return for restoration. The "prince 
cleared away the sand, used lime- 
stone blocks to repair the body, and 
was later crowned Pharaoh Thutmose 

rv. 

A more cynical interpretation is 
that Thutmose killed the heir to the 
throne and used the dream to legit- 
imise his political ambitions. What- 
ever the case. Thutmose restored the 
colossus as a monument to the 
Egyptian empire. He immortalised 
his dream on a 14-tonne granite stele 
at the base of the Sphinxes chest. 

Subsequent kings were crowned at 
ihe site, which became pan of a reli- 
gious cult. Other restorations were 
carried out by later pharaohs, and by 
the Romans, the French and the 
Egyptian government. 

“The Sphinx is the archetype of 
mystery’ and antiquity,” says archae- 
ologist Mark Lehner of the Universi- 
ty of Chicago, who spent five years 
studying, drawing and photographing 
every inch of the Sphinx. His work 
helped lay the basis for the present 
restoration. 

"We look to the past for some kind 
of answers to how we got where we 
are," he adds. “There's need to see a 
secret something that will maybe 
answer the current dilemmas of the 
modem age." 

Lehner is excavating a site just 
south of the Sphinx in search of more 
clues about the builders of the pyra- 
mids and their society. 

The writer is a print and radio jour- 
"'HaHst'wha specialises 'in social and 
political issues. She has lived in the 
• Middle East for 12 years. 

— Gemini News 
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The Saturday Crossword 


BACKTO THE WALL 

By Susan Delgado, Topeka, Kansas 


ACROSS 

1 Promissory notes 
5 Zip'* partner? 

8 Qoe wMzl 
13 _ borealis 

19 Phnom 

Cambodia 

20 People of Nigeria 

21 Cocoons 

22 Andes animate 

23 Facet 

24 Baseball moment 
of truth 

27 Zeno of 

28 Knockoff a mount 

29 Tehran resident 

30 CMI Sberttes: 
abbr. 

32 ‘ That a 

Shame" 

33 Tapered tucks 
35 Singer Demone 
38 When the cavalry 

arrives 

43 Hubbub 

44 Stick together 

45 Upstate rival of 
Lae Vegas 

48 Of nerves 

49 Resembfing: sufL 
49 Martino and 

Pacino 

51 Roman autocrat 

53 Urbb orlhiax 

54 State of Auctrafia: 
abbr. 

55 Barety evokfing 
catastrophe 

58 Requirement for a 
UFO: abbr. 

58 Vidal of hair-care 
products 
BO Publishers 
54 Painful 
58 Corby's nation 
67 MDe 
70 Scheme 

ri Eagle-eyed 
fisherman 
74 New York resort 
lake 

77 Language encflng 

78 Reprieved in the 
ring 

52 Batman portrayer 
Kilmer . 

83 Exp erie nce a 

flashback 

5 Southern phrase 

87 Stephen of The 
Qyhg Gams' . 

88 Pic blowup 

M Makes amends 
00 Past governor of 

AImU 


81 THsReaK 
McCoys' co-star 
^ Mehanj 
55 Vbwfead. Bra a 
melody 

2 Moment oftiuth 
89 Syoecupant 


100 CamBup 

102 Premised land 

103 Acad. 

104 Fence-clearing 
shot 

108 Poem dhrislons 
100 Resistance units 
112 NFL crunch time 

116 Chess piece 

117 Create aquarium 
bubbles 

118 Tan pile 
11B Permit 

120 Ballerina's skirt 

121 Hfil and Goodman 

122 Trousers 

123 Time mess. 

124 Mile, from Madrid 

DOWN 

1 dbdt 

2 Eye In Abe 

3 Just before the 
finish 

4 Encase a sword 

5 Domesticated ox 

6 God. In Hebrew 
text 

7 Medieval 

8 Portuguese port 

9 Bee buzzes, e.g. 

10 Fraternal org. 

11 Clumsy clod 

12 Up untfl now 

13 Mfeming signal 

14 Arm bones 

15 Precfoitalion 

16 One who eats el 

17 Fink 

18 Last of a log 

25 Honky- 

26 Employ 

31 Glacial pinnacles 

33 Shore of songs 

34 That's _' 

38 Lupfno and Tarbefl 
37 Stable youngster 
36 Frfgfcfity 

39 Without 
Interruption 

40 "Gianni Schfcchl* 
soprano 

41 Refrigerant 

42 Sample a sample 

43 Car maintenance 
check 

46 Beatty end 
Buntflne 

47 Work untts 

50 That certain 

51 Corp. honchos 

52 Noun-forming 
suffix 

56 Draft letters 

57 Disney honcho 

Michael 

81 Critical moment 

62 Cash'ssinglng 
daughter 

63 Conoairing 
constellations 

65 PaJSabng 
67 WVtDo Wonka's 
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writer 

68 Hurtor Hershtssr 

69 Taxi 

72 Speak out wSdfy 

73 Holiday preludes 

74 Reeked 

75 Gufemassand 
Baldwin 

76 Bow and Barton 
79 Color changers 
SO One over par 

81 Chinese currency 

83 Speak roughly 

84 Pin box 

85 Bunoffoas 
92 Debs? dates 
94 Irish king. Brian 
05 Arkansas range 


96 Helsinki native 
87 

96 Even 

100 Friendship 

101 Descartes and 
Russo 

105 Arabian sultanate 

106 Graceful fowt 

107 Diplomacy 

108 Some NCOS 

110 Feminist Lucre tia 
Coffin _ 

111 Predatory bird 

112 FDe marker 

113 L&b a little 
Scotsman 

114 Rsdpemaas. 

115 Skad letters 
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Being the only superpower means 
never having to say you’re sorry 


By A. Clare Brandabur 

Special to the Jordan Times 

THE PRESENT flurry of 
consultations between 
the U.S. Secretary of 
State and the leaders of 
Israel and the Palestini- 
ans in London illustrates 
all too clearly the dam- 
age caused by the 
refusal to recognise and 
assign responsibility for 
rhe real issues underly- 
ing the present crisis, it 
is futile lo pretend that 
the burning issue is what 
minuscule percentage of 
Palestinian land is to be 
evacuated by Israeli 
occupation troops or that 
Madeleine Albright is 
really going about trying 
to “bridge the gap'' 
between the two sides. 

Unless and until the 
U.S. is willing to admit 
that years of stunningly 
unequal treatment by a 
succession of Washing- 
ton administrations has 
created this gap. it is 
ingenuous to pretend 
Israeli wealth and mili- 
tary power just hap- 
pened or chat the "de- 
development" of West 
Bank and Gazan 
economies is a natural 
phenomenon. 

Because the U.S. is the 
sole world superpower, 
there seems to be a tacit 
assumption that, though 
other merely human 
administrations may 
undergo self-criticism 
and require the arduous 
work of a truth and rec- 
onciliation commission. 
Washington is allowed 
to go about huffing and 
puffing in indignation at 
the failures of others, 
never confronting its 
own glaring mistakes. 
To the eternal credit of 
South Africa's new gov- 
ernment. the crimes of 
black and white antago- 


nists in the struggle 
against apartheid are 
being painfully 

reviewed, and those w-ho 
are willing to admit their 
mistakes and to confess 
them to the world are 
given amnesty. The U.S. 
has been as* self-right- 
eous as a Puritan school- 
master in calling for 
Khmer Rouge murderers 
to be broughi before a 
world tribunal to answer 
for the slaughter of mil- 
lions of Cambodians. 
Bui I see no evidence 
that the U.S. is ready to 
acknowledge and repent 
the fact that its moral, 
military and financial 
>upport for Pol Pot. jus- 
tified by "cold war" 
expediencies, had the 
slightest bearing on 
these tragic events. 

Thailand was turned 
into a brothel to serve 
U.S. troops during the 
Viet \am war. Yet where 
is the confession of 
complicity on the pari of 
the responsible deci- 
sion-makers when Thai- 
land suffers an AlDs 
epidemic or becomes the 
victim of child-sex 
tourist schemes? 

Jonas Savimbi could 
nor have continued rhe 
insurrection which cost 
thousands of lives and 
wasted the wealth of 
Angola had Henry 
Kissinger not perversely 
if covertly continued 
support long after it was 
obvious that the country 
as a whole had opted for 
a government not to his 
liking. 

Saddam Hussein was 
able to massacre Kur- 
dish and Shiite rebels 
because the same illus- 
trious U.S. statesman 
had manoeuvred to leave 
him in control of the 
necessary air power and 
to withdraw support 


from dissident factions 
who had been promised 
American backing in 
their efforts to over- 
throw the leader. I 
remember being shocked 
to see Henry Kissinger 
on TV saying that we 
must leave Saddam Hus- 
sein enough of bis tanks 
and elite troops to avoid 
"destabilising rhe 

region.” (See the recent 
book by Jonathan Ran- 
dall on The Kurds: After 
Such Knowledge. What 
Forgiveness?) 

As Christopher 

Hitchins points out in 
his excellent book on 
Cyprus (aptly sub-titled 
Hostage to History: 
From the Mongols to 
Henry Kissinger), it was 
also Kissinger's con- 
nivance with the Turkish 
generals and tbe Greek 
colonels for landing 
rights at Pireaus on the 
one hand and air-bases 
in Turkey on the other 
which underlay the divi- 
sion of this beautiful 
long-suffering island. 

Where is this admis- 
sion in the bullying of 
U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke in his “shuttle 
diplomacy”? Where is 
U.S. contrition for the 
millions of land mines 
which continue to muti- 
late civilians in 
Afghanistan and Cambo- 
dia and Viet Nam? Who 
can charge George Bush 
or Ms. Albright with 
mass murder for the 
deaths of children in 
Iraq caused by U.S. 
bombing and U.S. 
enforced sanctions? 
Which of the presidents 
and generals and secre- 
taries of state will stand 
before the World Court 
and answer for these 
crimes? 

In Israel there is a 
sharp division between 


the official stance and 
that of the revisionist 
historians and the peace 
activists who have 
courageously faced up to 
the atrocities of Israel 
against the Palestinians 
from even before the 
beginning of the Jewish 
state. The official 
Netanyahu government 
continues to maintain 
the myth of the little 
Jewish state struggling 
bravely against a sea of 
foes. When will Ariel 
Sharon stand accused 
before a world court of 
war crimes for the 
slaughter of civilians in 
Lebanon? When will 
Israel be charged wiih 
•war crimes for its torture 
of political prisoners 
and the assassinations of 
Palestinian leaders by 
death squads? When will 
Israel be charged in 
Brussels or anywhere 
else with ethnic cleans- 
ing and genocide? 

Since the answer to 
these rhetorical ques- 
tions is a cynical laugh, 
it should not surprise us 
that, at the very moment 
ivhen Ms. Albright is 
trying so hard to “bridge 
the gap” between Israel 
and the Palestinians, 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen is meet- 
ing with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to offer fund- 
ing for a whole new gen- 
eration of military hard- 
ware including more 
millions to be added to 
the billions already in 
the works for a third 
Arrow anti-missile bat- 
tery. 
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Jordan industrial park attracts multinationals 


By Suleiman A1 KhaJidi 

Reuters 


AMMAN — Business 
executives from around the 
globe are queuing to set up 
base in Jordan's industrial 
park designated by the 
United States as a free 
trade zone to foster joint 
projects with Israel. 
Corporate high flyers 

have been coming in 
droves, charting appoint- 
ments with top Jordanian 
investment officials since 
the lrbid park was desig- 
nated by Washington last 
March as the first qualify- 
ing industrial zone (QIZ) 
with free trade access to 
U.S. markets. 

“There is high demand 
and some Far East and 
European-based multina- 
tionals have even started 
registering companies in 
Jordan to set up projects in 
the zone.” Reera Badran. 
deputy general manager of 
the Jordan Investment 
Corporation, told Reuters. 

Under the programme 
passed to enhance econom- 
ic cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Israel, products 
with a minimum 20 per 
cent Israeli production cost 


or at least 11.7 per cent 
component qualify for free 
trade access to the U.S. 
market without reciproci- 
ty- 

It was passed by Con- 
gress in 1996 which autho- 
rised U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to eliminate tariffs 
on goods produced in the 
West Bank. Gaza Strip and 
QlZsin Jordan and Israel. 

Ms. Badran said the 
multinationals which quali- 
fy to set up base in the QIZ 
are attracted by the unre- 
stricted free trade access to 
the vast U.S. market grant- 
ed for products manufac- 
tured in the zone which 
meets its criteria. 

Some multinationals, 
talking about investing 
anything from $20 million 
to $100 million, have 
worked out deals with 
Israeli firms to import the 
necessary raw materials 
and components. 

.Among the list of multi- 
nationals are Hong Kong- 
based Boscan Internation- 
al, the Japanese Nisho Iwae 
conglomerate. U.S. Jor- 
dache Jeans and Boston- 
based Masr Industries. 

The absence of quotas or 
customs duties ranging 


from 15 to 30 per cent 
imposed by U.S. authori- 
ties should make Jordanian 
textiles produced in the 
zone compete even with 
Vietnam, the world’s low- 
est cost producer, in the 
U.S. market. 

Many Jordanians, who 
harbour deep-seated appre- 
hensions over Israel's long- 
term economic and politi- 
cal designs over their coun- 
ty. say the QIZ bodes ill for 
its future. 

They see only one reason 
why the United States was 
ready to designate the QIZ 
— to help Israel make 
deeper economic inroads 
into Jordan since a 1994 
peace * treaty normalised 
ties. 

Loathing any dealings 
with Israel, they say their 
country's very survival is at 
stake through a vulnerable 
economy's exposure to an 
influx of Israeli capital. 

Others say the QIZ will 
force weaker local manu- 
facturers to become depen- 
dant on Israeli conglomer- 
ates and multinationals 
who enjoy the same status 
in the zone. 

Israeli firms, competing 
in a global market, have 


already set up base in lrbid 
to tap lower Jordanian 
labour cost and capital hun- 
gry local firms see benefits 
of topping Israeli expertise 
and access to European and 
U.S. markets. 

But a growing minority 
of business leaders are 
brushing aside these fears 
as unwarranted and see the 
QIZ offering Jordan a real 
opportunity to transform its 
economic landscape. 

They counter fears of 
Israeli economic domina- 
tion, saying the QIZ, which 
does not require equity 
joint ventures with Israel, 
is in fact a boon to Jordan. 
They point out that Israel 
already has free trade 
accords with global trade 
blocs. 

Enthusiasts say the QIZ is 
putting Jordan on the glob- 
al investment map and will 
soon allow it to vie with 
regional hubs such as Sin- 
gapore and Jabal Ali in the 
United Arab Emirates for 
foreign capital inflows. 

They say the fact that 
multinationals are knock- 
ing at Jordan's door in an 
unprecedented manner tes- 
tifies to this. 

They estimate that the 


zone could employ as 
many as 15.000 Jordanians 
in the next two years alone 
as many of the projects 
now in the pipeline come to 
fruition. 

One pioneering company 
has done more than any 
other to bring the QIZ con- 
cept into reality as deci- 
sion-makers in Israel. Jor- 
dan and Washington grap- 
pled with the complex 
dynamics of underpinning 
Middle East peace. 

Century Investment 
Group, in only a few years 
has persuaded multination- 
als operating in Israel such 
as Sarah Lee and Motorola 
to shift to lower cost pro- 
duction in Jordan. 

Many say the QIZ 
evolved from the success 
of Century, which has close 
links with Israel-based 
global giants in joint ven- 
tures from batteries to soft- 
ware ventures. 

“We will no longer have 
to export to the U.S. via 
Israel.’’ say Century Chair- 
man Omar Sal ah. the lead- 
ing investor in the lrbid 
industrial park with 10 of 
the 57 plants which have 
filled to capacity the 800- 
dunum ( SO hectare) site. 


The QIZ should allow 
Jordanian firms to export 
directly to the U.S. market 
rather than indirectly via 
Israel as Century has done 
so far, investors say. 

Strong popular opposi- 
tion to the zone has not put 
off many Jordanian compa- 
nies from showing interest 
in relocating there to take 
advantage of the customs- 
free access to the U.S. mar- 
ket. officials say. 

A joint Israeli-Jordanian 
committee in charge of 
approving eligibility of 
QIZ products for duty-free 
access to U.S. markets is 
expected to approve the 
first products this week. 

Applications for new 
plots to be allocated in a 
first phase expansion of the 
existing zone far outweigh 
supply. 

A land expansion project, 
to be completed this year, 
should allow for at least 
another 50 plants, which 
officials estimate will gen- 
erate another 3.000 jobs. 

Jordan is also pushing the 
United States to designate 
other industrial parks with 
the same free trade status. 


Five banks bid for Jordan airline adviser role 


AMMAN (R) — Five glob- 
al investment banks have 
submitted bids to act as 
financial advisers to help 
the government privatise its 
loss-making state carrier. 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), 
bankers said Thursday. 

The said Citibank. Chase 
Manhattan. Paribas. Credit 
Lyonnais and Merrill Lynch 
responded to RJ's invitation 
last March to 12 global 
banks to submit expres- 
sions of interest by May 4 
to act as financial advisers. 

The financial adviser will 
help the government to 
implement a World Bank 
blueprint for a five-stage 
privatisation programme, 
which will create a debt- 


free operating subsidiary to 
attract an equity strategic 
partner. 

RJ hopes the major 
restructuring to help restore 
the financial health of the 
company, straddled with 
around JD600 million 
($846 million) of debts 
mainly due to plane leas- 
ing, may be completed by 
1999. 

They said they expected 
the technical evaluation of 
the bids to be completed 
within RJ's own privatisa- 
tion committee in June after 
which a higher government 
committee is expected to 
examine the finagpijd lyds 
of the'five banks * 

Company officials said 


they also received respons- 
es from eight Internationa] 
legal firms among 14 
approached at the same 
time to act in parallel with 
the financial adviser as 
legal consultants to the 
government. 

Both the financial adviser 
and the legal consultant are 
expected to be chosen with- 
in a 90-day period from the 
original May 4 deadline set 
for submitting the propos- 
als. bankers said. 

Last month the govern- 
ment. after almost two 
years of indecision, award- 
ed leading Egyptian invest- 
ment bank EGF Hermes the 
mandate to act as a. finan- 
cial adviser to a sale of 33 


per cent of Jordan Cement 
Factories Company. 

The selection of Hermes, 
the only regional outfit 
competing against nine 
international investment 
banks, has caused ripples in 
international investment 
circles who say such a 
choice may discourage 
them from considering Jor- 
dan in future deals. 

Officials are applying in 
the choice of financial 
advisers a World Bank 
scoring system with 
weightings for technical 
and financial proposals, 
which critics say tilts the 
balance to the most price 
competitive. 


Arab-Chinese investments, trade to be discussed today 


AMMAN t J.T) — The board 
of directors of the Arab- Chi- 
nese Chamber of Commerce 
is due to open a meeting in 
Amman Saturday with the 
participation of businessmen 
from China and the Arab 
World. 

The meeting will focus on 
Arab-Chinese trade exchanges 
and investments and will fol- 
low up on the implementation 
of derisions passed by the 
chamber ‘s previous meetings 

The board members will 
meet Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and will hold 


separate meetings with busi- 
nessmen from Jordan and the 
Arab World. 

According to chamber 
sources on the eve of the meet- 
ings, Arab-Chinese trade is 
very modest as China’s 
exports to Arab states account 
for only 2.1 per cent of the 
overall volume of the coun- 
try's exports. They said that 
the Arab World’s total exports 
to China amounts to L9 per 
cent of China’s overall 
imports. 

On Sunday, the visiting Bul- 
garian economic and trade del- 


egation is due to hold a meet- 
ing with Jordanian industrial- 
ists at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry tACI). • 

According to ACI sources, 
the two sides will discuss 
prospects for joint investment 
projects. 

The Bulgarian delegation 
includes exporters of electrical 
components and equipment 
and manufacturers of trncks. 
containers, food processing 
machinery as well as suppliers 
of spare pans for mines and 
agricultural machines. 

According to Haidar Murad. 


chairman of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce. Jordan last year 
imported $14.1 million worth 
of Bulgarian products and 
exported $82! million worth of 
Jordanian goods 

He said the balance of trade 
could be adjusted by increas- 
ing Bulgarian imports from 
Jordan and launching Joint 
ventures between businesses 
of the two countries. 

The Bulgarian delegation is 
headed by Reneta Injova. a 
former Bulgarian prime minis- 
ter. 


Government critisised 
for planning a 10% tax on 
communication businesses 


By Ahmed Naso* 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A senior official 
and a general manager of an 
Internet service provider (ISP) 
Friday criticised the govern- 
ment’s proposed 10 per cent 
tax on revenue of communica- 
tion businesses. 

The tax which will be levied 
on companies' gross revenue 
— before deduction of expens- 
_esand losses — is expected to 
eat away more than 10 percent 
•of ISPs’ profit. 

“It appears that we are not all 
singing the same tune, when it 
comes to making communica- 
tion available to all Jordani- 
ans," said the official who 
asked not be named. 

The official was referring to 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
recent initiative to open the 
Royal Communications dish. 
Hasbem L. to public and pri- 
vate ISPs' at reduced prices. 

“The King wants to make 
communications more accessi- 
ble to all social classes.” the 
official said. ‘The government 
comes along and introduces 
more taxes to make communi- 
cations more expensive taking 
us back to where we started,” 
added the official. 

Moreover, the official char- 


acterised the government as 
tax-oriented, saying: ‘They 
[the government] are still 
thinking in short-term... They 
do not realise the strategic 
importance of communica- 
tions to this country." 

The government is justifying 
the tax on the basis that ISPs' 
are competing with the Jordan 
Telecommunications Compa- 
ny (JTO which was taxed 
before it was privatised. 

Abdullah Rj^ai. Inde.<s c gen : _J 
era! manager, said the govern- . 
menLs. claim that .the. tax was. 
justified because ISPs’ had 
taken away revenue from the 
Jordan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) was “base- 
less." 

He said neither ISPS* nor 
FastLink, the country’s sole 
mobile phone provider, offer 
services similar to those 
offered by the JTC which has a 
monopoly on land-lines and 
international circuits until the 
end of 2001 

“If they want to add the 10 
per cent tax on my gross rev- 
enue, then they might as well 
give me a licence to offer tele- 
phony,” Dr. Rifai said. 

The JTC currently taxes 
ISPs’ for lease-lines and inter- 
national data-communi cation 
circuits 


THE Daily Crossword Edited- by Wayne Robert Wi Earns 
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ACROSS 
1 Demonstrates 
6 Velvety plant 

10 Young adult 

14 Guisewile's 
comic strip 

15 Part of TVA 

16 Regarding 

17 Of birds 

18 Heartthrob 

20 Reestablishes 

22 Belt positions 

23 Oklahoma city 

24 Ingrid in 
"Casablanca" 

25 Serving tfish 

29 Made longer 

ago 

33 Flower like Uty 
of the valley 

34 Chow 

36 Roxy Music 
member, once 

37 Bahrain bigwig 

38 Suffer with 
hope 

40 ’ Karenina" 

41 Juniper- 
flavored drink 

42 Exploit 

43 Fries Bghtly 

45 Spade's 'Just 

Shoot Me" co- 
star 

47 Floab'ng casino 

49 Operatic voice 

51 homo 

(Behold the 
man!) 

52 Port on the 
Volga 

55 Captivate 

58 Docked 
dwelling 

61 Ice house 

62 Pot starter 

63 Besides 

64 Gaslights 

65 Garden gate- 
crasher 

66 Marsh growth 

67 Outfit for Chuck 
Yeager 
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DOWN 

1 Blemish 

2 Possess 

3 Elevator man 

4 Of any kind at 
ail 


9 Shoulder 
wanner 

10 Of a leg bone 

11 Son of Seth 

12 Part of QED 

13 Seines 

19 Stone worker 

21 Steakhouse 
choice 

24 Latin way 

25 Maddox and 
Norman 

26 Plant source for 
bast fiber 

27 Getting the top 
grade 

28 Noted violin 
maker 

30 Teeth: pref. 

31 Three trios 

32 Codr with dry 
heat 

35 Bug 

39 Jug handles 

40 Inns in Tours 
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Peanuts 



YOU THROW LIKE MY 
AUNT MARIAN l 



Andy Capp 



42 Blaze of light 
44 Like a forest 
canopy 
46 Humbled 
48 Aired 

50 Cavalry sword 
52 George 
Bernard or 
Irwin 


53 Top-notch 

54 Silent 

55 Letup 

56 Ballplayer 
Moises 

57 Actress 
Anderson 

58 Missing 

60 Bullring cheer 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MAY 9, 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You'll have fun tfifc 
morning just getting your opinion across. Somebody 
you know and love wants to argue, but don t. give^up/ 
You can prevail if you persevere. Stay Ught-heartedf 
The other person is just in a cranky mood, that’s aH- 
Don’t make it worse. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20 1 Either order those cat- 
alogue items or toss the catalogues once and for all 
They’re starting to take over your house! What's most 
fun about this weekend is (he possibility of working in 
the garden. This is the perfect time for planting flowers. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Travelling is OK this 
morning, but not this evening. There could be a prob- 
lem then, so get to where you're going before dinner- 
time. Don’t be dismayed. If you’re with the right group, 
you'll have a fabulous time no matter what happens. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The morning looks 
hectic, but by this afternoon your biggest dilemma will 
be where to spend the evening. Should you go to. the 
party or spend the time with one special person? Some- 
body wants to get you alone, but whether you want to 
make the commitment is still open to conjecture. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’ll get some of your 
best ideas this morning from close relatives or neigh- 
bours, especially if you’re puttering around the house. 
One of them has run into a similar problem and already 
has a solution. Don’t be shy about requesting help if 
you need it 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're still in 
the mood to shop this morning, and you’re only inter- 
ested in the luxury items. Well, if you can find them on 
sale, you’ll be fine. That should be your objective. Be 
the early bird at the garage sales, too. You could find 
something valuable for mere pennies. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your best time 
for finding bargains is early in the morning. You'll also 
be finding lots of attention, because you’re looking 
good. Busy yourself with financial decisions this 
evening. If you get a good budget drawn up tonight, you 
won’t have to mess with it again for a while. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Finish 
paperwork and answer phone messages this morning. 
By afternoon, you'll be more interested in other things. 
You'll notice an increase in your resolve then, and 
maybe an interesting and exciting person who needs a 
little more of your attention. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your 
friends want you to go to one thing and your sweetheart 
wants you to do another. And you're like to be some- 
place where nobody's nattering at you. If you’ve. got a 
chore you've been putting off, dive into iL It'll be aper- 
fect excuse not to hang out with any of them. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Comply 
with an older person s demands this morning. You II 
have more time for yourself and your friends this after-! 
noon, but there's a conflict The group wants you to join 
them, but a special person wants your time in private. 
That's where freedom of choice comes in. Which way 
you go is up to you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Somebody 
you live with and a close relation, possibly a parent, are 
having a tiff. You’re stuck right in the middle. How do 
you make them get along? Well, start by making sure 
each one feels loved. That’s probably the basis of their 
jealousy anyway. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Once you scrape 
up gas money, you can go for a drive. You may not be 
able to go far, but if you can get out at all, that would be 
great If you have a parent or relative close by, go there. 
Not only will you get Jots of love, you might also get 
free dinner. 





Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


THE BETTER HALF. 
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By Glasbergen 



I made pancakes. I couldn’t find a 
beater, so I used my weed whacker. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tom 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hm Arnold and MtaAqfetaa 



PORTSY 


CRYLEE 

T" 




ANY WAY >OU 
LOOK AT IT, A 
STY IS THIS. 
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Answer how AN 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
Bosted by the above cartoon _ 

m-raa, 

(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: POPPY PUDGY DOUBLE VALISE 
What the ex-mechanic did wffli his mobile 
diner — “SOUPED" IT UP 
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Jordan Times, Saturday, May 9, 1998 - 

AFM trading declines on lack of major contracts 

By Tareq Ayyoub in the previous week. The decrease in their share firms were not traded due followed by servicesseel 1 

Svecidl to ihe Juiriar. Tinn'i overall trading was con- nrices which Drammed to the “negative" results with JD2S0.000 or 5.7 D 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 



Jordan Electric Power Company raises capital to 
JD20m , distributes JD1.6m dividends 


** FOLLOWING THE approval of the 
general assembly during an extraordinary 
meeting, the Jordan Electric Power 
Company (JEPCO) has decided to raise 
its capital from JDI5 million to JD20 
million by capitalising JD5 million of 
voluntary and special reserves as well as 
premiums from previous issuances of 
shares. As a result of the increase in cap- 
ital, the shareholders will be awarded 
free bonus shares after ten days from 
completing the registration of the shares 
at the Jordan Securities Commission. 

The general assembly also approved 
during an ordinary session the distribu- 
tion of JDI .6 million in dividends at a 
rate of 11 per cent. The company posted 
a JD20.3 million gross profit last year 
but, after accounting for production costs 
and other expenditures, the net after-tax 
profit stood at JD3.20 milli on, 0.71 per 
cent higher than thf 1996 figure. The 
operational earnings achieved by the 
company registered an S.76 per cent 
increase as it totalled JD 12 1.06 million at 
the end of 1997. Other earnings obtained 
by JEPCO amounted to JD0.7 million. 

According to the annual report, 
JEPCO’s total assets at the end of last 
year stood at JD179.4 million, 5.3 per 
cent higher than the 1996 total of the 
amount, JD45.6 million were current 
assets which were 6.9 per cent less than 
the figure posted in 1996. Net fixed 
assets were higher by 10.17 per cent as 
they totalled JD 130.6 million at the end 
of 1997. The liabilities and the share- 
holders equity were both higher by 5.43 
per cent and 4.57 per cent totalling 
JD152.9 million and JD26.53 million 


respectively. 

Board Chairman Issam Bdeir told the 
general assembly that within the 1997- 
2001 five-year plan, the company is 
expected to complete building and elec- 
trifying some main transmission stations 
this year in addition to setting up and 
electrifying new transmission stations. 
The work expected to be implemented in 
1998 will cost about JD12.2 million out 
of a total cost estimated at JD 68 million 
for all the projects during the five-year 
plan. 

The annual report revealed that power 
purchased during 1997 was 5.66 per cent 
higher chan 1996 when the quantity pur- 
chased was 9.2 per cent higher than the 
1995 figure. The average per capita 
power consumption during 1997 amount- 
ed to 10 S 6 kilowat hour compared to 
1 065 kilowatt hour during 1 996. 

Furthermore, the company installed 
27,024 new electricity metres compared 
to 25,171 metres during 1996. By includ- 
ing this number, the total number of 
JEPCO subscribers reaches 482,228 
compared to 455,204 subscribers in 
1996. JEPCO's power is mostly con- 
sumed in Amman and Zarqa as the rate is 
67.3 per cent and 2J per cent respective- 
ly. Salt, Madaba and Baqaa consume 3.3 
per cent. 4.6 per cent and 3.8 per cent of 
JEPCO’s power. 

Residential and public buildings con- 
sume about 42 per cent of electric power 
while industrial projects account for 23 
per cent. Commercial establishments, 
hotels, restaurants, radio and TV take 17 
per cent of electric power (Al Ra’i + AI 
Dustour). 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Due to lack of 
major contracts, turnover at 
the Amman Financial 

Market (AFM ) dropped 
last week compared with 
the previous week, a broker 
said Friday. 

The stock market's week- 
ly bulletin indicated that 
last week’s turnover 
amounted to JD4.9 million 
compared to JD11.4 mil- 
lion a week ago, a decrease 
of 57 per cent. 

The bulletin showed that 
3.5 million shares changed 
hands during the past week 
with an average daily 
turnover of JD1.3 million 
compared to JD2.9 million 


in the previous week. The 
overall trading was con- 
ducted through 2,105 con- 
tracts. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the AFM, said that no 
major contracts were 
recorded in past week's 
trading compared with the 
previous week when sever- 
al million worth of con- 
tracts, mainly for the Arab 
Bank, were registered. 

Mr. Naqeeb told the 
Jordan Times that dealers 
were concentrating on the 
shares of the Arab. 
Housing and Islamic 
banks. 

He added that more than 
550,000 shares of the 
Islamic Bank were traded 
at the AFM “due to the 


decrease in their share 
prices which prompted 
investors to buy more 
shares.” 

The broker noted that 
trading in the industrial 
sector focused on the 
Arab Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Company 
due to the annual meeting 
which was scheduled to 
take place on Thursday. 
Each shareholder was 
expected to receive a free 
bonus share. 

Demand was also high 
for the shares of the Jordan 
Cement Factories 

Company which won deal- 
ers' attention due to the low 
prices of the shares. 

Mr. Naqeeb indicated that 
shares of several industrial 


firms were not traded due 
to the “negative" results 
they announced during the 
past week. 

The broker confirmed 
repons that several foreign 
portfolios resorted to sell 
large numbers of shares but 
noted that it was normal 
‘'phenomenon.” 

“Foreign portfolios are 
investing according to a 
particular predesigned 
plan.” Mr. Naqeeb said. 

The AFM bulletin indi- 
cated that the lion’s share 
of the turnover were cap- 
tured by the industrial sec- 
tor with a JD2.4 million, or 
48.8 per cent. 

The banking sector 
ranked second with JD2.2 
million, or 45.1 per cent. 


followed by services sector 
with JD280.000 or 5.7 per 
cent and finally the insur- 
ance sector with JD 18,000 
or 0.4 per cent. 

The general price index 
(GPU also recorded a 
decrease of 1.29 point, or 
.76 per cent. The bulletin 
indicated that the GPI in 
the past week's trading was 
169,03 point compared to 
170,32 point a week ago. 

Out of the 87 firms whose 
shares have changed hands 
in the past week's trading, 
share prices of 17 compa- 
nies recorded increase. 41 
registered a decrease while 
shares of 29 firms wit- 
nessed no change in their 
prices. 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 




Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent aid sale 

Fisnlshedt Unfurnished 

Rrmore information call: 
AMoun Beal Estate 

1582060515920609/079-30007 
-E-mail address 
abdounGgo.com. jo 



Shmefsanl - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SwfflshTftU 822891 


LLERS. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 Btt 223 

OR 

5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


"A Symphony of Style" 


Am ra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Rent m Car 



Cal! Us 
Now 
5510427 
5510428 
5510429 


ft fkUkeu Ok Ammo* 



Crystal, 

Quality Serviced Suite* 

*On« & Two Sadrocms Fufly 
Equipped Kttcneneaes *Dafly & 
Long Swy *Raflsonetae Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : CRYSTAL® exam, jo 





L’oUvier Restaurant 

* 

Abdoun 5929564 


LOOttMGFOSWmfflM 


FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitive Prices 

CunK to the Piuneers 

AL-FIJHAI5 FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near the Baccalaanat School 
Tel.: 720459 




Pub & Raefuumnt 

Join Us & Judge 
for yourself 
UVH MUSIC 

VOS’ DAY^ mCN^DAY 
Open for Lunch Daily 

Swti'iych ■ ecmnd NIrkl.’! Bookshop 
Tel eiSGSCI C(.'l!L-:,ir u?'J - i'2^ 
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Victories put Jazz and 


Pacers two 



ahead 


SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) 
— Karl Malone forced 
overtime, then got the go- 
ahead basket as Utah again 
held off San Antonio for a 
J 09-206 win and a 2-0 
lead in their National 
Basketball Association 
playoffs second-round 
series on Thursday. 

Malone shot just 10-of- 
26 from the field but made 
two of the biggest baskets 
of the game. With 16 sec- 
onds left in regulation, he 
powered into David 
Robinson and flipped in a 
shot to move the Jazz into 
a 98-98 tie, although he 
missed the ensuing free : 
throw. 

Utah trailed by three 
points midway through 
overtime before John 
Stockton hit a jumper with 
2:31 remaining. Malone 
gave the Jazz the lead for 
good at 102-101 with a 
16-footer over Tim 
Duncan with 1:17 to play. 

Malone had 22 points 
and 12 rebounds and 
Stockton collected 1 8 
points and 12 assists for 
the Jazz, who have sweat- 
ed out buzzer shots by the 
Spurs in each of the first 
two games, winning by a 
combined four points. 

Duncan, the Rookie of 
the Year who twisted his 
left ankle early in over- 
time, scored 26 points, but 
none in the extra session. 
Robinson added 21 and 14 
rebounds for San Antonio, 
which wasted a handful of 
solid opportunities late in 
the game. 

Games Three and Four 
in the best-of-seven 
Western Conference semi- 
final are Saturday and 
Sunday at San Antonio, 
Texas. 

The New . York , Knicks 
wilT also go home down 
two-garaes-to-none after 
losing to the Pacers in 
Indianapolis. 

Patrick Ewing returned 
for the Knicks, but Rik- 
Smits returned to All-Star 
form for the Pacers, 
bouncing back from an 
awful series opener to 
score 22 points in an 85- 
77 triumph. 

Ewing, the cornerstone 
of the Knicks' franchise, 
played for the first time 
since dislocating his right 
wrist on December 20 and 
had 10 points and five 
rebounds, but couldn’t off- 



New York Knicks center Patrick Ewing works his way to the basket guarded by 
Indiana Pacers forward Antonio Davis. Ewing, playing for the first time since 
December 20, 1997, scored 10 points. The Pacers won 85-77, to take a 2-0 lead in the 
Eastern Conference semifinal series (Reuters photo) 

set Smits. 

“It wasn't a perfect 
night, but it’s coming 
back, at least," Smits said. 


did 


“Normally I would be dis- 
appointed with 8-for-lS' 
shooting but where I came 
from, I’m satisfied. The 
win is the main thing. We 
got that" 

Antonio Davis had a cru- 
cial offensive rebound, 
two free throws and a key 
block in the final seconds 
for Indiana, who took a 2- 
0 lead in the best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference semi- 
final series. 

Despite the absence of 
Ewing in Game One, 
Smits shot just 3-of-19 
from the field. But the 
return of Ewing seemed to 


motivate Smits, who 
not allow Ewing to get 
started and had an answer 
•for every New York surge 


in the fourth quarter. 

Ewing’s third and final 
basket pulled the Knicks 
within 79-77 with 45 sec- 
onds left. Indiana's Reggie 
Miller, who scored 21 
points, missed a turn- 
around jumper, but Davis 
grabbed the rebound and 
was fouled with 28 sec- 
onds to go. 

After making both free 
throws, Davis blocked a 
drive by John Starks at the 
other end. Game One 
heroes Jalen Rose and 
Travis Best added two free 
throws apiece to seal the 
win as the Pacers 


improved to 4-0 at home 
in the playoffs. 

"Sometimes this game 
comes down to a key 
offensive rebound,” Pacers 
coach Larry Bird said. 
“Tony stepped up and 
helped us out a lot with 
that and made a couple 
free throws." 

John Starks scored 20 
points and Allan Houston 
added 16 for the Knicks. 
who host Games Three 
and Four on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Forward Larry Johnson 
also returned from a two- 
game suspension for fight- 
ing and scored 15 points, 
including 10 in the third 
quarter, when New York 
briefly took the lead. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Basler excluded from medical tests 


BONN (AFP) — Bayern Munich’s German international 
midfielder ‘Super’ Mario Basler said on Friday he was 
astonished at not being included in the group of players 
called up by national coach Bertie Vogts to undeigo med- 
ical tests this week. “I am absolutely astonished that Z was 
not invited, especially as I was injured for six weeks with 
injured left ankle ligaments,” the 29-year-old said. Basler, 
who was forced to return home early from Euro ‘96 when 
he failed to recover from a foot injury, was under no illu- 
sions about the significance of being left out of the group. 
“Those players who won’t be going to the World Cup finals 
have no need of undergoing the examinations,” Basler said. 
“However, I’m not going to kill myself if I don’t make the 
World Cup squad,” he added. 


have two good years left in me and will try to find another 
club ” he said. 


Lacombe replaces Giresse at Toulouse 


TOULOUSE (AFP) — Guy Lacombe, who was a member 
of the French side that won Olympic gold in the 1984 
Olympic Games, was appointed the new manager of 
French Fust Division side Toulouse here on Friday. The 
42-year-old Lacombe, who also won the French title as a 
player with Nantes in 1976-77, replaces Alain Giresse who 
left on Monday to coach French Cup winners Paris Saint 
Germain. According to press reports Lacombe. who 
coached Cannes from 1989-97 and took them into the first 
division in 1995, signed a two year contract with Toulouse. 


Hard Davis Cup tie for Britain 


Ferguson releases his first ever signing 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — Toppled English Premiership 
champions Manchester United released their veteran for- 
mer Scotland international Brian McClair here on Friday. 
The 34-year-old, who scored two goals in 30 international 
appearances, became manager Alex Ferguson’s first sign- 
ing for Manchester United 1 1 years ago when he joined for 
£850,000 ($1.25 million) from Scottish giants Celtic. 
McClair, who was signed by Ferguson after he had scored 
a remarkable 35 goals in 44 matches for Celtic in the 1986- 
87 season, enjoyed his best season with United in the fol- 
lowing campaign scoring 24 goals in 40 matches. He was 
also a vital member of the. teams that won the 1991 Cup 
Winners Cup, three FA Cups and four Premiership titles 
during the 90’s. McClair, who had a £400,000 testimonial 
last season, said he was determined to find another club. "I 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s Davis Cup tie against India 
in the World Group Qualifying Round is to be staged on a 
hard court at Nottingham from September 25 to 27 it was 
announced on Friday. British captain David Lloyd was 
considering playing the match on grass but elected for the 
artificial surface for two reasons. September is a little late 
for grass court play, particularly if the weather is bad. and 
India, like Britain, are a grass court nation and would not 
be under any disadvantage. Both Greg Rusedski and Tim 
Henman, Britain's two leading players, are at their best on 
hard or fast courts and, although it is not quite the same 
surface, the Nottingham court will be similar to the U-S- 
Open. in which Rusedski, the Canadian bom British num- 
ber one, was runner-up last year. Victory will put Britain 
into the World Group of the top 16 nations for the first time 
since 1992, but defeat would leave them in the 
Euro/African Zone Group One. 


WORLD CUP ’ 98 



F. -5 


Bonev looking to mix 
youth with experience 


PARIS (AFP) — Four 
times Bulgarian footballer 
of the year, Histro Bonev 
has his work cut out to try 
and repeat his side’s 1994 
World Cup success when 
they reaced the semi-finals. 

When the 50-year-old 
took over in 1996 after 
Bulgaria failed to reach the 
finals of Euro *96, he was 
met by a mini players 
strike over the sacking of 
former coach Dimitar 
Penev. 

Worse still it was led by 
Bulgaria's star striker 
Hristo Stoichkov who 
Bonev promptly ignored 
for several months. 

But with the World Cup 


looming Bonev. who has 
coached Greek side 
Panathinaikos and APOEL 
Nicosia, and Stoichkov 
made their peace. 

However Bonev knows 
that his aging stars desper- 
ately need some young 
legs to join them. 

“We have had a genera- 
tion of young players, who 
are still a force at interna- 
tional level. I know howev- 
er what a long tournament 
this will be and we must 
have some youth in the 
squad. I have a number of 
players who are beginning 
to show what they can do,” 
says Bonev. 

Bonev is certainly no 



to international 


stranger 
football- 

As a player, the former 
striker won 96 caps during 
his ten year reign between 
1967 and 1977, scoring 47 
goals. 


Most of his club career 
was spent with Lokomotiv 
Plovdiv when he made a 


Bulgarian 

appearances, 

goals. 


record 

scoring 


410 

206 


Asprilla racing against time 


premier 


to rem 

Tarcq 

. . ;.y ./, TUHTJ ft 




PARIS (AFP) — Faustino Asprilla is 
racing against time to be ready to 
play for Colombia at France 98. 

And the success or otherwise of the 
Colombian team may well depend 
on whether the mercurial striker 
wins that race or not. 

Coach Heman Dario Gomez has 
no doubts about the importance of 
Asprilla to his team's chances. 
“Even if he is only 60 percent fit we 
will take him to France,” said 
Gomez. “He is one of those players 
who cannot be replaced.” 

At 28. Asprilla is an enigma. 

A hugely talented ball player who 
is also a consistent goalscorer, who 
is one of the few Colombians who 
has been a success playing in 
Europe. 

Playing in his second World Cup 
finals, he was one of the stars of 
Colombia’s qualifying perfor- 
mances, scoring seven goals — 
including six in the first five matches 
— despite missing four games 


through injury. 

No other Colombian player scored 
more than three goals. 

Asprilla was a huge success in 
Italy with Parma, whom he joined in 
1992. He won UEFA Cup, European 
Cup Winners' Cup and European 
Super Cup honours before joining 
Newcastle in February 1996 for $12 
million. He rejoined Parma in 
January for a $10.8 million fee, but 
has hardly played since. 

While Asprilla's talent is undoubt- 
ed, his temperament is suspect He 
has been suspended at club and 
national team level for various 
moments of indispline and enraged 
manager Kenny Dalglish when he 
was at Newcastle by returning late 
from national team duty. 

Asprilla is a star and behaves like 
one. He is slightly crazy, certainly, 
but it is the craziness of a genius. 
Newcastle have certainly missed him 
since his mid-season departure. 

It is a long way from a 3-1 


European Champions League win 
over Barcelona (with Asprilla scor- 
ing twice) to a 0-0 FA Cup draw with ■ 
□on-league Stevenage. 

Asprilla has an understanding with 
coach Gomez, under whom her 
played at Nacional before departing 
to Parma. In 1993, after Asprilla was ' 
dropped and vowed never to play for 
Colombia again, it was Gomez who 
got him reinstated. 

It is is fitness record, though, that 
must concern Colombia the most 

He missed several weeks at the 
start of this season after undergoing 
a stomach operation and was then 
not match fit when he joined Parma. 
He soon suffered a leg muscle injury 
that has -continued to plague him, 
even though he returned to action in. 
early May. 

Aspriila’s record of 15 goals in 39 
international appearances and his 
love of the big match stage are the 
reasons for Gomez's patience. - 
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Fulham 
dream still 
alive*, 
insists 
Keegan 


LONDON (AFP) — Kevin 
Keegan insisted Fulham's 
five-year plan to get into the 
English Premiership 
remained on track despite 
the surprise sacking of man- 
ager Ray Wilkins on 
Thursday. 

Wilkins, a star player with 
Chelsea. Manchester 
United, AC Milan. Paris St 
Germain and Glasgow 
Rangers, was dismissed just 
two days before the London 
club take on Grimsby in the 
Second Division play-off 
semi-finals. 

The former Queens Park 
Rangers boss, 41, only took 
charge at Craven Cottage 
last September after 
Mohamed .AJ Fayed, owner 
of London department store 
Harrods, took control of the 
club. 

Bur despite taking the club 
into the play-offs, former 
England midfielder W ilkins 
had his contract terminated 
with immediate effect with 
chief operating officer 
Keegan taking charge of 
team affairs. 

Fulham have spent almost 
eight million pounds (SI3 
million) on players since A1 
Fayed 's takeover, inclu ding 
Blackburn's Chris Coleman, 
Paul Peschisolido, Tony 
Thorpe and Southampton’s 
Maik Taylor. But they only 
scraped into the final 
Division Two play-off place 
on goals scored after 
Gillingham failed to won 
their last home game of the 
season. 
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Falling giants Everton 
must win — and then pray 


'.TV 


LONDON (AFP) — It was not long ago 
that Everton were one of the most feared 
teams in England — but by the final whis- 
tle on Sunday die Merseysiders could find 
themselves condemned to relegation from 
the Premiership. 

Their destiny is not even in their owns 
hands as the fallen giants currently occupy 
the third relegation spot going into the final 
match of the season. Should fourth bottom 
Bolton win at Chelsea then Howard 
Kendall’s side will be travelling to Bury, 
Stockport and Port Vale next season rather 
than Arsenal, Manchester United and 
Liverpool. 

Their decline has not been sudden and at 
the end of the past few seasons they have 
been fighting for survival when once they 
were fighting for trophies. 

Money has not been the problem as the 
club has spent as heavily on new players as 
any other club in the cash-rich Premiership. 
But the quality of players they have bought 
has been questioned by critics. 

Only Liverpool (18). Manchester United 
(II) and Arsenal (II) have won more 
league titles than Everton (9), but the 
Goodison Park outfit must now win at 
home to Coventry and pray that Bolton fail 
to win if they are to survive. 

“It’s out of our hands now” concedes 
beleagured boss Kendall. “Relegation is 
certainly not unthinkable. It should be. but 
it isn't, and that's shown in the club’s 
record over the past few seasons. 

“They'd have gone down if 
Middlesbrough hadn’t had three points 
deducted last season, and again if they had- 
n’t beaten Wimbledon on the final day in 
1994.” 

Kendall considers the current season the 
most difficult of his long managerial 
career. 

The trauma of two previous departures 
from Everton, a relegation shambles at 
Manchester City to sort out and a crisis-rid- 
den Sheffield United to contend with are 
nothing in comparison with his current 
plight. 

Last week’s predictable defeat to Arsenal, 
who clinched the title with a 4-0 win. 
opened the trap door further, but Kendall 
believes his much-criticised team can still 
survive. 

He said: “All the players here want to be 


Premiership players next season just like I 
want to be a Premiership manager. 

“We are going to do our utmost to make 
sure that happens. It has not been easy; it 
has been a traumatic season iq lots of ways. 

“It has been probably the most difficult 
season I have had in club management The 
number of injuries, suspensions, transfers 
have made it a very unsettling time, and we 
just want it over with and make sure we are. 
safe.” 

Everton have also expressed fears that 
Chelsea may field a weakened team against 
Bolton in order to rest their stars for 
Wednesday's European Cup Winners’ Cup 
final against Stuttgart in Stockholm. 

Bolton centre-half Gerry Taggart, though, 
believes the strength of Chelsea’s squad 
means that it will be a tougjh game whoevv - 
er plays. 

‘They’ve been rotating their squad all 
season and they have such a big squad that 
even if they leave out seven first- team play- 
ers. they can still bring in another seven 
with first-team experience,” he said. 

“Whoever plays will also be keen to do 
well and maybe keep their place for tfe- 
European Final.” 

With the Championship sewn up by 
Arsenal last weekend, attention shifts not 
just to the relegation issue but also to the 
fight for places in next season’s UpEA 
Cup. 

Third-placed Liverpool, who are away to 
Derby, are already assured of a place as are 
Chelsea, who will create an extra place for 
English clubs in Europe’s second club 
competition if they win the Cup Winners 
Cup final against Stuttgart later this month- 

Fifth-placed Leeds, home to WimbkjfoOf 
are virtually assured of a place, leaving 
Blackburn, Aston Villa, Leicester arid Wcst 
Ham to scrap for the other two or three 
places. 
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Premier League expected 
to resume Thursday 
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By Tkreq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) official Friday 
predicted that the Premier League 
(PL) Championship will resume 
soon following reports that the boy- 
cotting dubs had agreed to reconsid- 
er their decision. 

Bassam Haroun, a JFA member, 
said that the seven clubs that had sus- 
pended their participation were 
expected to issue a statement today 
(Saturday) declaring their stand to 
resume their participation in the PL 
contest. 

Haroun said he expected the coun- 
try's most popular sports event to 
restart on Thursday. 

“I am sure that the seven clubs will 
review their decision and rejoin the 
PL contests ” 

The clubs had decided to suspend 
their participation demanding that 
ticket sales revenue be distributed 
equally among the 10 PL clubs, irre- 
spective of the number of fans 
attending each club’s matches. 

The clubs came up with the 
demand after the JFA last month 
signed an agreement to market and 
sell PL matches in return for a 
JD300.000. 

The dispute erupted following a 
demand by A1 Faisali, AI Ramtha, A1 


Ahli, Kufrsoum, Al Arabi, Al 
Hussein and Al Qadissiyeh clubs in 
which they requested an amendment 
of the 1997 formula that governs the 
allocation of the JFA’s competitions 
revenue. 

The 1997 ticket sales distribution 
formula stipulates that 35 per cent of 
the revenues be allocated to the two 
competing clubs, 35 per cent to the 
remaining clubs, 9 per cent for mar- 
keting purposes, 2 per cent io main- 
tain football grounds in the Kingdom 
and the rest for the JFA. 

Two clubs, Al W ihdat and Shabab 
Al Hussein, declined to support this 
demand and hinted rh.it any change 
of the present formula would prompt 
a "'reconsideration” of their stand of 
competing in the PL Championship. 

Al Jazireb Club was the only party 
that refrained from supporting any of 
the two sides. 

“There is no room for any change 
on the formula that governs the dis- 
tribution of ticket sales among the 10 
clubs. We are not ready to make any 
changes,” Haroun told the Jordan 
Times. 

"We have made several conces- 
sions to them which were beyond 
their expectations and I believe that 
they will reconsider their stand 
soon,” he added. 

The JFA's official was referring to 
the recommendations made by the 


association on Tuesday where they 
agreed to distribute SO per cent of 
ticket sales among the 10 clubs. 

They also agreed to give the clubs 
50 per cent of the revenues received 
from the television coverage of the 
JFA’s contests. 

The recommendations submined 
by a special JFA committee also 
noted that the revenues levied from 
the matches played in the Golden 
Quartet, the contest among the big 
four, will be allocated among these 
clubs only. 

~I believe that giving them such 
concessions was beyond their 
dreams,” Haroun noted. 

He emphasised that the JFA 
declined to approve the cancellation 
of dual punishment, where clubs 
were fined a sum ranging between 
JD50 to JD 100 if one of their players 
receives a red card booking during a 
match. 

“This norm had been in force since 
a long time and it was unwise to can- 
cel it. If we do, the players will be 
reckless and commit more violation 
to the soccer rules during the match- 
es,” he added. 

“But we decided that this demand 
by the seven clubs be reviewed by a 
three-man committee which will 
then take a final decision.” Haroun 
added. 
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v.medPana NEW YORK (AFP) — 

: _ v- muscle up England’s 1966 World Cup 
:si pLsme h Bobby Moore and Sir 
■eV-T.ed traction* 8°^ Chariton were named 
1 on Thursday as members of 
the grealest-ever European 
tern 

Some 130 journalists from 
across the continent voted for 
die only FjigKshman to lift file 

Jules Rimer trophy and the 

man whose semi-final double 
Mf am against Portugal allowed Sir 

1 lull 

famous showdown with West 
Germany. 

Y^l*nv Mow 1966 hero Gordon 
EJ1 <lj; Banks missed out on a place in 
" the team, edged oat by 
Russia ’ s legend goalkeeper 
kv Yashin, while Jimmy 
r inger Greaves, Denis Law, George 

flat Best and Duncan Edwards 

- . v reenast * 015 also among those who 

ftiled to gain selection. 

:Ii 1° . But Moore and Chariton 
: !»«* ^ were joined in the side by their 
- 1^ opponents Franz 

' najp Beckenbauer, who topped the 
“ j. voting with 85 per cent, and 

- '.z ustii- 2 ® Hungary’s 

ntike suit * ?s F«enc Puskas and the ejHtome 
of total football, Johan Chiyff 
. . ^ Also name is former French 
;••• rri^d - - star Michael Pl atin i, co-presi- 
d dent of the 1998 Worid Cup 
• 'heir sufi r ^Banising committee. 

.. - Winner ^ 


n 


All the players will go for- 
ward into the final global poll 
of football writers to see if they 
earn a place in Mastercard’s 
World Football Team of the 
20th Cbntuy. 

Members of the European 
select will be competing with 
teams picked from the other 
continents, with South 
America represented by play- 
ers including Fele, Alfredo Di 
StefaflD and Diego Maradona. 

part of the African side, wfr 
somersaulting Mexican Hugo 
Sanchez in the Central and 
North American team. Cha 
Bum Kun, the current South 
Korean coach, made the 
Asia/Oceania team. 

The official line-up for the 
all-time world XI will be 
unveiled in Paris on June 9, 24 
hours before Brazil kick off the 
defence of their Worid Cup 
trophy against Scotland. 

Europe: Yashin (USSR). 
Beckenbauer (West Germany), 
Moore (England), P. Maldini 
(Italy), Barest (Italy), Cruyff 
(Holland). Platini (France), B. 
Charlton (England), Eusebio 
(Portugal), Puskas (Hungaiy), 
van Basten (Holland). 

South America: Rllol 


(Argentina), PassareUa 

(Argentina), Santos (Brazil). 
Figueroa (Chile), Carlos 
Alberto (Brazil), Maradona 
(Argentina), Di Stefano 
(Argentina), Rivelino (Brazil), 
Didi (Brazil). Fele (Brazil), 
Gamncba (Brazil). 

CONCACAF (North 
America, Central America and 
Canibbean): Carbajal 

(Mexico), Balboa (USA). 
Yearwood „ (Honj, \VUson 
(E^^®§5.1|mirez 
(Mfcx). Gonzalez (Sal), Ramos 
(USA), Dely Valdes (Pan). 
Sanchez (Mex), Medford 
(Ctc). Africa: Nkono 


(Cameroon). Shehara (Egypt), 
Youssed (Egypt). Kunde 
(Cameroon), Mwepu (Zaire), 
Odegbami (Nigeria), Abega 
(Cameroon). Pele (Ghana). 
Pokou (Ivory Coast), Milla 
(Cameroon). Madjer (Algeria). 

Asia/Oceania: Chow Chee 
Keong (Malaysia), Kim Ho 
Kon (South Korea), Ihara 
(Japan), Soh Chi Aum 
(Malaysia), Chen Chi Doi 
(Taiwan), Bagheri (Iran). Kira 
Joo Sang (Soum KoAsaf, ’ 
Majeed _ Abdullah (Saudi 
Arabia). ’Kamamoto (Japan), 
Azizi (Iran), Cha Bum Kun 
(South Korea) 


Muster, Kuerten win, Chang loses 


HAMBURG (APi A lit- 
tle less tech nice lour. 

Gustavo Kuerten is begin- 
ning to make his presence 
fell on red clay as he pre- 
pares to defend his French 
Open title later this month. 
.And the samba bands are 
there too. 

Kuerten overcame a brief 
second-set lapse and beat 
Hicham Arazi 6-1. 4-6, 6-2 
on Thursday to reach the 
quarterfinals of the German 
Open, a major tuneup for 
the French Open, the sec- 
ond Grand Slam event of 
the year that starts May ’25. 

Thomas Muster, a former 
French Open champion, 
also breezed into the quar- 
terfinals, but the 1989 win- 
ner Michael Chang rambled 
out. 

In his yellow -and-blue 
outfit and a laid-back alti- 
tude. "Guga" came from 
nowhere last year to win rhe 
French Open and that 
remains his only career 
title. He’s had a modest 
year so far, reaching the 
quarterfinals at the Super 9 
event in Key Biscayne. 

Kuerten is now’ sporting a 
little more subdued outfit. 
The shin, is predominantly 
yellow and resembles the 
one worn by Brazil’s soccer 
team. The shorts are black 
and the shoes remain yel- 
low. 

In his match against 
Arazi, who reached the 
quanerfinals at Roland 
Garros last year, Kuerten 
displayed the deft touch and 
the punishing ground 
strokes that carried him to 
the title in Paris. 

He began the match by 
breaking Arazi “s serve and 
breezed through the first 
set. The Moroccan ended 
the second set by breaking 
Kuerten's serve. 

Bui the fifth-seeded 
Brazilian again broke for a 
1-0 lead and cruised home 
to win in one hour, 29 min- 
uses'. " ' . . 

By reaching the quarterfi- 
nals of the $ 2.45 million 
event, Kuerten posted his 
best performance on clay 



Michael Chang 

this year. 

"In practice. I am playing 


Corretja 


very well but in matches 1 
have to be more consis- 
tent,” Kuerten said. 

‘i played two very good 
sets today, but I let my 
game drop in the second. 1 
am getting stronger mental- 
ly." he said. 

"I had to do a lot to win 
today, I had to run a lot. A 
win like this is very good 
for the confidence,” said 
Kuerten, who had samba 
dancers waiting for him 
after the match. 

Kuerten will next play 
fourth-seeded Alex 

Corretja, who battled back 
to beat Sersi Bruguera. the 
man who lost to Kuerten in 
last year's French Open 
final. 6-7 (0-7), 6-4, 6-3. 

Corretja, who was at least 
a break down in each set, 
rallied in a close and often 
spectacular match against 
the fellow Spaniard that 
lasted two hours and 24 
minutes, convening his 
sixth match. point.. 

Bruguera. the 1993 
1994 French Open champi- 
on. and Corretja both 


Thursday and 
played six sets. 

Muster, French Open 
champion in 1995. routed 
German qualifier Jens 
Knippschild 6-1, 6-4 in 53 
minutes. 

“If I keep playing well, I 
feel I can win the tourna- 
ment. 1 am gening pretty 
close to my best shape with 
each match,” said Muster, a 
former No. 1 who has now- 
slipped to No. 25. 

Muster, seeking his first 
clay-court title since 
November 1996. is in the 
quarterfinals of this Super 9 
tournament for the first 
time. 

In a battle between two 
Spanish clay-court special- 
ists. ninth-seeded Felix 
Mantilla staged an amazing 
comeback to outlast eighth- 
seeded Alberto Berasategui 
1-6, 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-4). 

Berasategui wasted 13 
match points as he squan- 
dered a 5-1 lead in the sec- 
ond set. Mantilla, runner-up 
' . ' ; last "y^af"/«S6k two*' irijuiy'^ 
and - timeouts to treat back prob- 
lems. : " " 

Chang, seeded 11th, lost 


played two matches 6-3, 6-7 (4-7), 6-2 to 


Francisco Clavet in a sec- 
ond-round match. 

Wayne Ferreira, the 

unseeded South African 
who had upset top-seeded 
Marcelo Rios on 

Wednesday, lost 6-3, 6-3 to 
.Albert Costa in the third 
round. Costa will next meet 
Fabrice Santoro, who oust- 
ed seventh-seeded Richard 
Krajicek 7-5, 7-6 (7-3). 

Karol Kucera, the sixth- 
seeded Slovak who was one 
of the players who had to 
play twice Thursday. lost a 
total of seven games in 
advancing to a quarterfinal 
clash with Muster. Kucera 
beat Clavet 6-2. 6-2 in the 
third round. 

Goran Ivanisevic, seed 
No. 16. beat second-seeded 
Greg Rusedski 6-*, 6-2 in a 
battle between two of the 
fastest servers in the game. 
Ivanisevic, who brought his 
career record against 
Rusedski to 8-0, will next 
play Mantilla. 

" Fre^denr rdin delays had 
caused a backlog in the 
schedule, resulting in dou- 
ble shifts for several play- 
ers. 
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Rome quarterfinals 

ROME (AFP) — Martina Hingis bad it easy Thursday as she 
whipped Irina Spircla for the fifth straight time — but the world 
number one knows life will get more complicated starting Friday 
& tbe $926,250 Italian Open. 

The top seed hammered No. 10 Spirlea from Romania 6-1, 6-2. 
The win puts the Swiss into a quarter-final against fellow teenage 
terror Anna Koumikova. 

The 16-year-old Russian dispatched French Open winner Iva 
Majoli of Croatia with a comeback. 6-3, 3-6, 6-2 in their third- 
roond match at (he Faro Italico. 

Hingis was counting her blessings — for (be moment 

“Today was a really good rrmtrih fee me, it was easier than 
expected," she said “But it won't be that way tomorrow against 
Roomkova. Sbe’s a tough player, and is getting better.'’ 

Hingis woo tbe pair's previous battle in Australia, 64 in the 
^hinl set “She’s gang to become very good,” said Hingis. “She 
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Two more young threat* advanced- They happen to be the fast- 
n ^ngWEBiams asters. 

Senena tha Younger ‘ifammwfl tbe brakes on the five-year Italian 
success stray of Coochita Martinez, stunning the four-time 
R°me champion 62, 6-2. 

The Wadd No. 31 playing for her first time at die Faro Italico, 
'till find "her aster Venus waiting in Che next round after the elder 
s ** 5 fing scored a 6-L 6-1 win over France’s Alexandra FiisaL 
Spain's Martinez, the losing Australian Open finalist to Hingis, 
^ m Rome from T 993 through 1996, winning four straight 
She was beaten in last year’s trophy match on the red clay 
^Matyl-faTO. 

Srama W flKams, who rally appeared in tbe computer rankings 
^October as No. 453, now stands 31st and climbing. 

played pn^ straag,” said Serena, 16, competing on the 
tQria Wclsw fbrfte first time in her short career. “It was a good 
forme.- 

. ^vepl^redaIraoftixKeintiieTopTeii,batDOthttIhadDOth- 

^ to lose. Won't know my ranking, but she’s like No. 8, so it was 
S*d framed -- : 

.y^lianis^ expects her prowess on tbe European “dirt” to make 
gntsttides— 1 hopefuDy in time for a good showing at the French 


.. 


- — yayea on red clay until now. It's one of my favorite 
1 have to tell myself that.” She added: “Whenlgoto 
^rontiaedon FH tefl mjwdf that grass is my fevouriie sutfece. 
s “ an, ‘ , *i wterm-Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, seeded fifth, emerged 

the Hingis scoreline with a 6-1, 6-2 

i Van Roost 


Lens awaiting coronation, Cologne prepare to wave goodbye 


PARIS (AFP) — It has been 
a long time comng — nine 
decades in fact — but little 
Lens stand on the threshold 
of greatness as they bid to 
capture their first ever 
French title on tbe final day 
of the season Saturday. 

Lens lead Metz, who like- 
wise have never lifted the 
championship trophy, by 
two points having set them- 
selves up for glory with a 2- 
0 win iu Metz six weeks 
ago. 

Dany Leclercq’s unsung 
northerners have come from 
midtable obscurity last sea- 
son to wipe the floor with 
the big clubs in recent 
weeks- And until last week's 
cup final defeat by Paris 
Saint Germain, Lens bad 
blitzed their way to II wins 
in a dozen matches, scoring 
29 goals against just six in 
the process. 

And now a result at 
Auxerre will give them the 
title — their first ever hon- 
our — even if Metz beat 
Lyon on home ground. 

“We have to forget about 
the Cup — that’s yesterday’s 
news,” said Lens president 
Gervals Martel. 

‘T am sure we can take 
something positive from the 
disappointment we all felt 
after the PSG match,” 
Martel said 

But Metz star striker 
Robert Pires, still unsure if 
his future lies at Metz, 
Marseille — or Arsenal — 
thinks Lens may just crack. 

“The pressure has to be on 
them as one minute they 
were chasing the double and 
now they may end up with 
nothing,” said Pines. 

“But if they win at 
Auxerre they will deserve 
the title. They won at our 
place and that was the game 
we couldn't afford to lose.” 

Auxerre are battling for a 
UEFA Cup spot and so will 
be motivated to go all out 
for victory, but the same is 
true of Metz's opponents 
Lyon, who will not be giv- 
ing out any favours. 

Marseille, Monaco and 
Bordeaux are all assured of 
a UEFA Cup slot, while PSG 
will take their place in next 


season's Cup Winners Cup. 
which they won in 1996. 

PSG will be without 
Brazilian skipper Rai at rel- 
egated Chateau roux as he 
made his farewell appear- 
ance in the Cup final at the 
Stade de France and has 
gone home to a new chapter 
in his career with Sao Paulo. 

Elsewhere, the battle is od 
to escape the third relegation 
place and Strasbourg must 
win at home lo midtable 
Montpellier to ensure their 
top flight status. 

Cannes are already down 
but a home win against 
Guingamp would take their 
Breon opponents down with 
them. 

A Guingamp win could 
spell disaster for Rennes, a 
point ahead of them and 
w'ho face Toulouse. Bastia 
meanwhile face Names in a 
midtable dash whose out- 
come is academic. 

Nancy and Lorient are 
already promoted from divi- 
sion two and Sochaux hope 
to join them at the expense 
of Lille and Troyes. 

In Spain, the big question 
remains whether Real 
Madrid will miss out on sec- 
ond spot, following their 


home defeat by Zaragoza 
last Monday. 

Real could, of course, still 
reach the Champions 
League by beating Juvenras 
in the European Cup final on 
May 2G in Amsterdam. But 
coach Jupp Heynckes hopes 
to make doubly sure by hav- 
ing his men finish runners- 
up to champions Barcelona. 

Second-placed Athletic 
Bilbao, who lead Real by 
one point, travel to Merida 
on Sunday looking to keep 
their ow>n Champions 
League dream dive, while 
Real have a date at Barca's 
neighbours Espanyol 24 
hours earlier. 

Fourth-placed Real 

Sociedad pose another 
Basque challenge to Real, 
whom they trail by just one 
point. And that advantage 
could disappear if Sociedad 
beat Tenerife. 

But with things so tight in 
the top five, Mallorca, with 
a win at Salamanca and 
Beds, with a win over 
Santander, could also find 
themselves second by 
Sunday night if their rivals 
slip up. 

Barcelona will meanwhile 
hope to end the UEFA Cup 


hopes of Atietico Madrid, 
who can still just bag a berth 
on the European boat. 

At the other end of the 
table. SD Compostela, 
Merida and Oviedo are all 
struggling to avoid the drop, 
a fate which has long befall- 
en Sporting Gijon. who have 
managed just two wins all 
season. 

In Italy. Turin is preparing 
for a party on Sunday night 
if Juvenras win the Italian 
title. 

A home win over Bologna 
will secure Juvenras* third 
title in four years — the 25th 
in the club's history — 
although a draw could be 
enough. 

Marcello Lippi's men lead 
Inter Milan bv four points 
with one game still to play 
after this weekend. If Inter 
don't score more points than 
Juvemus on Sunday, the 
league title stays in Turin. 

However, despite the com- 
fortable margin of error. 
Lippi is anxious to wrap 
things up now — so as not 
to damage the team's 
European Cup chances. 

Tw'O years ago. Juventus 
won Europe's top competi- 
tion in Rome. Last Year, ihev 


won the Italian league just a 
few days before having to 
defend that trophy against 
Borussia Dortmund, and it 
all went wrong. 

The 3-1 defeat in Germany 
still bums, and this season's 
schedule is even worse — 
the Serie A ends on May 1 7 
and the European Cup final 
with Real Madrid is only 
three days later on May 20. 

Lippi said: “My players 
are all concentrating on the 
game with Bologna, and I 
hope they are good enough 
and fortunate enough to set- 
tle the championship there 
and then. 

Bologna will almost cer- 
tainly be overwhelmed by 
Juvenras as Lippi's men 
surge forward in search of 
victory, although they will 
need to keep an eye on for- 
mer crowd favourite 
Roberto Baggio. 

Baggio knows full well 
that another good perfor- 
mance — and best of all a 
goal — might convince 
national coach Cesare 
Maldini to take him to the 
World Cup finals next 
month. 


Inter are away to a Bari 
side fighting to stay in the 
Serie A. 

Finally in Germany, 
Cologne prepare to wave 
goodbye to the Bundesliga 
as they face relegation for 
the First time. 

Cologne must hope that 
two teams above them lose 
and also shoot a bundle of 
goals themselves against 
Bayer Leverkusen to bridge 
a hefty goal difference. 

Champions Kaiserslautern 
travel to Hamburg, where 
they w'iU receive the trophy 
and where 37-year-old vet- 
eran Andreas Brehme will 
play his final came before 
retirement. 

Last season's title-winners 
Bayem Munich play 
Borussia Dortmund on the 
final day but there is little 
left to play for in what nor- 
mally is a glamour fixture. 

Bayem, who want to give 
Italian coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni a worthy send-off 
in his final game in charge, 
are already assured of sec- 
ond spoL 


JOB VACANCIES 


A leading Jordanian development organisation seeks candidates for the follow- 
ing positions; 

Director of Project Operations to manage a department that supports 
projects in enterprise and community development, children and family health, 
education, and the arts. Required qualifications; Minimum 10 years experience 
in development and senior management, excellent organisational, planning and 
evaluation skills, experience rn training, knowledge of financial analysis and 
. reporting, fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English, and strong 
interpersonal skills. 

Executive Assistant to provide executive-level administrative support to 
the Executive Director. Required qualifications: Minimum 5 years experience as 
an executive assistant, experience in development, excellent organisational 
skills, fluency in spoken and written Arabic and English, strong interpersonal 
skills, and ability to show initiative and to follow-up. Short-listed candidates will 
be tested. 

Both positions require excellent computer skills. Candidates should submit CVs 
with a cover letter to: 

Human Resource Director, P.O. Box 926687, Amman 11110. 

' Applications must be received by May 21. 


LOST PASSPORT 

Sayful Rahman, 

Bangladeshi Passport No.: M0771683. 
Please inform Te!.: 5522780 


OFFICES FOR RENT 

Need to rent a regional office in a nice new building 
occupied by 4 other regional offices? Come and join us. 
Location: Next to At Dustour newspaper. 

Tei.: 5694850, Fax.: 5694839, Mobile: 84380 


FLAT FOR RENT 

A second floor flat, part of a villa, with an area of 200 sqjn. 
Consists of 2 large bedrooms, 2 complete bathrooms, 
L-shaped sitting and dining room, 2 large verandas, 
central heating, private entrance and separate telephone. 

FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of one bedroom, one sitting & dining room, cen- 
tral hearting, private entrance, separate telephone. 
Both flats near Jordan Hospital & Ahlia-Abela — 
Shmeisani. For further information call: 5680131 
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American boxing star Mike Tyson hags Egyptian singer Ami Diab, who received tan 
award in Monte Carlo during the 10th anniversary of the World Music Awards, 
Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


Clinton becomes first U.S. president 
to attend Arab American conference 


WASHINGTON DC lAAM) 
— In what is considered a sig- 
nificant milestone for the Arab 
American community. US. 
President Bill Clinton was the 
keynote speaker at the Arab- 
American National Leadership 
Conference s 199S annual gala 
at the Grand Hayat in 
Washington DC. Mr. Clinton is 
the first U.S. president to ever 
address an Arab American gath- 
ering in a conference. 

Upon entering the ballroom, 
the president received a long 
standing ovation from hundreds 
of participants gathered at the 
Grand HayaL In his speech, be 
later said T m surprised, frankly, 
and also disappointed because 
the Arab American community 
has made an enormous contribu- 
tion to our country.” While com- 
mending Arab Americans on 
their commitment to family and 
education, he also shared a stray 
of an Arab American high 
school friend who later became a 
successful physicist as an exam- 
ple of how Arab Americans have 
made inroads. 

He later went on to describe 
his vision of race relations in 
America and how his initiatives 
in that arena have began to bear 
fnriis. 

In reference to the stalled 
peace process, Mr. Gin ton 


reminded tire audience that “dif- 
ficult choices have been made, 
will have to be made by 
Palestinians and Israelis alike. 
And we cannot impose a solu- 
tion.” He further cautioned “but 
we must, we must help find a 
common ground to return to the 
dialogue.” 

Me Clinton continued by say- 
ing: •‘We have an opportunity to 
get this process moving again 
and to move forward.” He 
added- "It has been my experi- 
ence in life, and I have lived long 
enough now to see it, that in 
almost every area of human 
endeavour opportunities do not 
last forever: They must be 
seized And I hope this one wOJ 
be seized” 

The Clinton visit was dubbed 
by many as a success for Jim 
Zogby’s Arab American Institute 
and the Arab American 
Democrats. But some expressed 
dismay at the apparently cau- 
tious Mr Clinton mid the lack of 
reference to Palestinian self- 
determination, or “airport profil- 
ing" and “secret evidence" both 
of which have been introduced 
during the Clinton administra- 
tion and have resulted in what 
many describe as significant ero- 
sion to Arab and Muslim 
American's civil liberties in the 
U.S. 


While recognising the signifi- 
cance of the event many Arab 
Americans were ambivalent in 
their reactions. Some called the 
president’s visit “charity" while 
others hailed it as sign of better 
access and increasing influence 
for Arab Americans. "His heart 
is in the right place, but that’s not 
helping much.” said one Arab 
Americans activist. "One giant 
step for Arab America, one tiny 
step for Arabs.” is how another 
participant summed it all up. 

After the president’s keynote 
address. Abdul Rahman 
Amoudi. former head of the 
American Muslim Council 
stood up and asked the president 
about the introduction of secret 
evidence to trials and airport pro- 
filing vviiich targets travellers 
with Arabic and Muslim sur- 
names and wardrobe. Nihad 
Awad. the president of the 
Council on American Muslim 
Relations, spoke privately with 
the president for a few minutes 
also raising similar issues. 

Mr. Clinton continued for half 
an hour to shake hands with the 
crowds and answering questions 
before leaving. He was later fol- 
lowed by Reverend Jesse 
Jackson who is a long standing 
supporter of Jim Zogby and the 
Arab American Institute. 


U.S. rushes to control fallout from 


first lady’s remarks on Palestine 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. Fust Lady Hillary’ 
Clinton’s remarks supporting a 
Palestinian state had the White 
House scrambling Thursday to 
prevent the burgeoning contro- 
versy from pushing the Mideast 
peace talks over the brink. 

"She was reflecting a personal 
view.” spokesman Michael 
McCurry said after the first lady 
observed that a Palestinian state 
would be in the "long-term inter- 
est” of the Middle East. 

U.S. President BiB Clinton's 
wife was speaking Wednesday 
through a satellite link to stu- 
dents from Israel, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
Egypt and Jordan at a “Seeds of 
Peace” meeting in Switzerland. 

She used the word “Palestine” 
and was then challenged by an 
Israeli student, who said- "Right 
now. this country does not exist" 
‘1 think that it will be in the 
long-term interest of the Middle 
East for Palestine to be a state,” 
Ms. Clinton replied 
"I think that the territory that 
the Palestinians currently inhabit 
and whatever additional territory 
they will obtain through the 
peace negotiations [should be 
considered]— a functioning 
modem state” in the general 
interest of peace in region, 
she added 

Mr. McCurry insisted howev- 


er. that view was purely private 
and in no way reflected the 
administration's policy. 

“She responds in a human, 
personal way when people 
express frustration,” he said “At 
the same time, the president is 
very precise in the way in which 
be addresses issues drat are fun- 
damentally important to the 
Middle East peace process.” 

The United Slates has refused 
to lake a stand on the issue, 
insisting that any decision on 
statehood is a mailer for 
Palestinians and Israelis to settle 
in the “final status” talks. 

Mr. McCuny would not com- 
ment on whether the first lady 
was "in the doghouse.” but 
quipped “1 doubt that shell be 
venturing into the Middle East 
peace process any time soon.” 
Thursday, the Palestinians 
welcomed the first lady's 
remarks as a sign of U.S. support 
and said her view should be 
made official. 

"fThe remarks] are a sign of 
the growing understanding by 
the American people of the 
Palestinian cause despite Israeli 
propaganda.” Ahmed Abdul 
Rahman, a top aide to Me 
Arafat, said in Gaza City. 

In New Yak. the comments 
triggered an avaianc L -” of criti- 
cism among Jewish organiza- 
tions, elected officials and the 


media. 

Malcolm Hoerolein of the 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major Jewish Organisations, 
called the comments "particular- 
ly disturbing at this time.” 

A spokesman for New York 
Governor George Fhtuki said 
that “for one of .America's lead- 
ing government figures to seek 
to impose a ftrlestinian state on 
the borders of Israel is to act con- 
trary to the interests of America.” 

The New York Post trumpeted 
the news with the from page 
headline: “Hillary Sparks Israel 
Furore — She Sides whh Arafat 
cm Palestinian Stale." 

Mr. McCuny dismissed the 
furore, however, noting that Mr. 
Clinton has strong support in the 
Jewish community. “He Ls con- 
sidered to be. and he is. one of 
the most stalwart supporters the 
state of Israel has ever had." he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu reacted mildly 
to the comments, saying: “It is 
no secret that I oppose a 
Palestinian state for the simple 
reason that we cannot be sure it 
will not be another Iran or anoth- 
er Iraq." It is equally naturally 
perfectly possible that people in 
Washington whom wc know 
and respect might have a differ- 
ent view,” he added on CNN. 


Jordan limes, Saturday, May % 
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takes $4m in medicine to Iraq 

By Tareq Ayyonb 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A group of 
more than 80 Americans 
arrived in Baghdad Friday 
to donate S4 million worth 
of medicine to the Iraqi 
people. 

The delegation. the 
largest group of Americans 
to visit Baghdad since the 
1991 Gulf war. is headed 
by former U.S. Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark. 

The group. which 
includes representatives of 
several U.S.-based humani- 
tarian and religious groups, 
left for the Iraqi capital via 
the Syrian-lraq border. 

Thomas Gumbleton. a 
Roman Catholic bishop, 
said the mission to Iraq was 
aimed at “challenging" the 
U.S. -spearheaded sanc- 
tions. 

“We believe that they are 
illegal and immoral and 
that they are causing 
unnecessary suffering and 
death in Iraq” the 
Michigan-based bishop 
said. 

"The American people 
are not aware of the impact 
of the sanctions. Therefore, 
we are bringing so many 
people here so we can go 
back and [relate] what is 
happening in Iraq ." Bishop 
Gambleton added. 

“Sanctions are killing 
millions of people and chil- 
dren. We are against them 
and that is why we are 
bringing medicine with the 
.delegation... which -repre- 
sents thousands of and 
thousands people across 
America irrespective of 



Members of the American delegation carrying humanitarian supplies to Iraq shoaling 
slogans and calling for lifting the sanctions imposed on Iraq. The shipment left for 
Baghdad Thursday evening carrying four tons of medicines worth US $4 million (Photo 
by Yousef Allan) 


religion " 

Manzoor Ghori. a repre- 
sentative of the American 
Muslims for Global Peace 
and Justice, said: '“We want 
to Lift the embargo now, 
that is our challenge. 

“We believe that the sanc- 
tions are illegal and against 
the Geneva convention. 
That is why we want to 
challenge the American 
law,” added Mr. Ghori. 

"We would like to 
mobilise support from all 
over the world, especially 
■those who - are-against-tbe- 
sanctions, which are illegal 
and killing people." he 
said. 


Reverend Lucius Walker, 
director of the Inter-reli- 
gious Foundation, said his 
New Jersey-based group 
was opposed to sanctions 
anywhere in the world. 

“In our case, we have, for 
some years, challenged the 
U.S. sanctions and embar- 
goes against Cuba, 
Nicaragua and other coun- 
tries in the world.” Rev. 
Walker said. 

“We represent the good- 
will of hundreds of thou- 
sands of U.S. citizens who 
feel outraged over the gov- 
ernment's policy” he 
added. 

The reverend stated that 


U.S. propaganda, misinfor- 
mation and lack of infor- 
mation are aimed at keep- 
ing the American public “in 
the dark and uninformed.” 

“This delegation repre- 
sents a major departure 
from that policy. We have 
now new ambassadors who 
are able to cany the mes- 
sage to the U.S. public.” he 
added. 

Last week, representa- 
tives from the humanitarian 
group, Americares sent 
more than 35 tonnes of aid, 
consisting of mostly medi- 
cine to Iraq, following U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
approval. 


Report: U.S. 
intelligence 
agencies . 
were caught 
short in Iraq 
crisis 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— U.S. intelligence ser- 
vices have a huge gap in 
their information about 
Iraq, a failing revealed 
during the recent show- 
down over U.N. arms 
inspectors, according to 
a report released to the 
U.S. Congress Thursday. 

The report by the U.S. 
House Select committee 
on Intelligence says the 
crisis over Baghdad’s 
earlier refusal to allow 
the inspectors access to 
“presidential sites” 
demonstrated “how 
much at risk, and how 
ill-prepared, we are.” 

“Did we have a policy, 
and did we have the 
intelligence that would 
not only support a poli- 
cy decision and its 
implementation. but 
would also provide the 
information necessary to 
develop options?" the 
report asks rhetorically. 

“Regarding the latter, 
the answer was a 
resounding ‘no’,” says 
the report. 

The report also cites a 
breach made by “hack- 
ers" in Pentagon com- 


puter security in 
February as evidence of 
U.S. vulnerability. 
Although the hackers 
had no hostile inten- 
tions. the incident 
proved that technology 
is the “Achilles’ heel” of 
the U.S. government, 
the report says. 

The report by the 
select committee chair- 
man, Porter Goss, a for- 
mer CIA officer, was 
presented to the U.S. 
House of 

Representatives in the 
budget debate for the 
country's 13 intelli- 
gence agencies. 

These budgets are 
classified information, 
and the 1997 budget for 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency was revealed as 
S26.7 billion only after a 
pressure group had 
recourse to freedom of 
information legislation. 


Butler to get Russian adviser 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The top ILN. weapons 
inspector. Richard Butler, has 
agreed to add a Russian polit- 
ical adviser to his staff, UJN. 
officials said Thursday. 

Russian diplomats identi- 
fied the candidate as Nikita 
Zhukov, a Russian foreign 
ministry official, but did not 
immediately confirm the 
appointment 

Russian Ambassador Sergei 
Lavrov wrote on Apr. 23 to 
UJM. Special Commission 
chairman Richard Butler, an 
Australian diplomat propos- 


ing the addition of a Russian 
political adviser. 

Russia is, sympathetic ,to 
Iraqi claims that UNSCOM is 
politically dominated 1 by the 
United States and Britain, 
which take a hard line in the 
UJsf. Security Council on 
Iraq. 

Baghdad has argued that 
their influence would be dilut- 
ed by the addition of staff 
mote sympathetic to Iraqi 
positions. 

Russia has endorsed Iraqi 
calls for UNSCOM’s staff to 
be increased, and on Mat 4 


wrote to Mr. Butler proposing 
that he should appoint a 
Russian deputy; chairman.:: . 

That proposal, which has 
been bloctesd by the United 
States in the Security Council 
was apparently aimed at 
cotmter-balandng Mr. 
Butler's existing US. deputy, 
Charles Duelfec Me Lavrov's 
latest proposal came after Mr 
Butler agreed to a new French 
political adviser, French 
Foreign Ministry official Eric 
fouraienMi; Butler also has 
an Argentine political advisee. 
Gustavo Flauvinen. 


6 Sudanese government detains 
85 opposition supporters’ 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese militaiy-based 
Islamist regime, has detained 
85 opposition activists includ- 
ing two lawyers, the leader of a 
Sudanese lawyers’ group said 
Thursday. 

Alluding to the authorities, 
Ghazi Suleiman of the 
National Alliance for the 
Restoration of Democracy 
iNARD). told journalists that 
the “forces of oppression and 
tyranny” had arrested lawyers 
Ali A1 Sayyed and Khalid Abul 
Rus Thursday after searching 
their homes and offices. 

The two men were then 
taken away to “an unknown 
destination.' ' Mr. Suleiman 


said at a press conference, call- 
ing for the men’s “immediate 
release. " He said if the authori- 
ties refused to free the two, the 
NARD would alert interna- 
tional human rights groups and 
organise a “protest march” and 
a strike to secure their release. 

NARD is one of the main 
internal opposition groups in 
Sudan. It is not part of the 
Democratic National Alliance 
which groups the exiled north- 
ern opposition and southern 
rebels. 

Mr. Suleiman also said 83 
other opposition activists had 
been arrested since the start on 
May 1 of a referendum on a 
new constitution. The results of 


the poll are due to be made 
public at the end of May. 

He did not identify those 
held, tut the opposition 
Muslim Brotherhood organisa- 
tion said on Wednesday that 
one of its members, Ali Aba 
Saleh, an imam, had been 
detained for having criticised 
the draft constitution. 

Mr. Suleiman said the draft 
“institutionalises oppression 
and tyranny.” 

The constitutional draft 
offers no explicit guarantees 
that mufti-party politics will be 
restored, and is vague about 
what political groups win be 
authorised once the new con- 
stitution becomes law. 


N. Korea threatens to restart 


suspect nuclear programme 


SEOLIL (AFP) — North 
Korea Friday threatened to 
restart its suspected nuclear 
programme, accusing the 
United States of foiling to 
keep its pan of a 1994 accord 
to provide two new reactors. 

The United States had “not 
taken practical steps to imple- 
ment” the agreement, a North 
Korean foreign mini stry 
spokesman was quoted as 
telling Pyongyang's Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored here. 

'Therefore, our competent 
organ says that the DPRK 
[North Korea] should no 
longer lend an ear to the 
empty promise of the U.S. 
side, but open and readjust the 
frozen nuclear facilities and 
do everything our own way." 
the spokesman said. 

Following mounting suspi- 
cions that North Korea was 


making its own nuclear 
weapons, Washington signed 
an agreement whh 
Pyongyang in 1994 in 
Geneva. 

To defuse a tense standoff, 
the United Stales offered to 
supply two new reactors if the 
North dropped its programme 
suspected of producing 
nuclear weapons. 

The Korean Energy 
Development Organisation 
(KEDO) was formed by 
Washington, Seoul and Tokyo 
to build two light-water reac- 
tors, estimated to cost about 
$4.5 to $5.5 billion. 

Washington also agreed to 
supply North Korea with 
50.000 tonnes of fuel oil 
annually until the 1,000- 
megavvatt reactors are com- 
pleted. Washington said it 
would pay for the fuel but not 
share the reactor costs. 


A U.S. official recently said 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had raised 
concerns that North Korea 
could relaunch its prog ramm e 
when she met Somfa Korean 
and Japanese leaders last 
week dining an Asian tour. 

The North's spokesman said 
the United States “should take 
practical steps to fulfil its 
obligations under the agree- 
ment as soon as possible. In 
cas ^, t ^ e U.S. repeats empty 
words, the consequences will 
be unpredictably grave.” 

A KEDO team is currently 
m North Korea. It is to return 
to Seoul Saturday. 

The United States recently 
turned ft would consider con- 
tanuung to the cost of the 
mactors if South Korea shared 
the U.S. burden of prov iding 
temporary oil. 




Yeltsin sends Blair 


birthday ‘hugs’ 


MOSCOW (AFP) -V 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin Wednesday sent, 
warm greetings to British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
on his 45th birthc^: 
Yeltsin's office said. The' 
message, shared with fly 
press in Russian, began^ 
“Dear Tony." It said t& 
president "greatly appreci- 
ated his contribution to the 
dynamic development of 
Russian -British relations” 
Yeltsin wished Blair and 
his family “health, happi- 
ness and success,” and 
closed with “Hugs.” 


Clinton and 
Chretien make bet 


OTTAWA (AP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Cana dian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien made a bet 
Thursday on the outcome 
of the National Hockey ] 
League playoff between 
the Washington Capitals 
and Ottawa Senators. The 
loser has to wear the win- 
ner's sweater at a journalis- 
tic photo opportunity. 


Jackson in the 
Virgin Islands 


CHRISTIANSTED (AP) 
— Michael Jackson, wear- 
ing his trademark black 
surgical mask in the tropi- 
cal heat, hugged and signed 
autographs for fans during 
a business trip Thursday in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The 
pop star's visit to the Virgin 
Islands Casino 

Commission on the island 
of SL Croix attracted 
dozens of fans and prompt- 
ed speculation that Jackson 
may be exploring the possi- 
bility of opening a hotel or 
theme park in the territory. 
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Bob Dole says 
he took Viagra 
impotence pill 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Former Republican senator 
and presidential candidate 
Robert Dole says he took 
part in trials for the rela- 
tively new impotence drug 
Viagra, and has no com- 
plaints. T think it’s an 
effective drug,” Dole, 74, 
said in an interview with 
CNN’s "Larry King Live” 
late Thursday. “There are 
many men out there — mil- 
lions of men — who suffer 
from impotence and this 
may be the first step,” Dole 
said. Viagra is sold as a pill 
that must be swallowed a 
full 60 minutes before sex- 
ual relations. The drug sup- 
posedly stimulates an erec- 
tion. 
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Baiul checks 
into rehab 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Skater Oksana Baiul has 
checked into rehab for a 
drinking problem. “This is 
a positive move for her and 
by her,” spokesman Shelly 
Schultz said Thursday. 
“She’s just focusing on her 
programme and we’re not 
bothering her” The 20- 
year-old Baiul, who won 
gold at the 1994 Olympics, 
began treatment last week, 
Schultz said. He wouldn’t 
disclose where the centre is 
located and said Baiul like- 
ly will remain there for a 
month. 
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‘Ed Wood’ is 
Burton’s biggest 
disappointment 


.Li? m ' 


LOS ANGELES (AEP) V 
Film director Tim Burton’s 
biggest disappointment in 
his career, so fer, is the one 
movie that people ask him 
the most about, - 4i Ed 
Wood." The film, wop 
Martin F.-indau a slew. of 
awards for playing Bela, 
Lugosi, and Landau' says : 
We knew from the begin- 
ning it wasn't going ® hea. 
big hiL We want more peO" 
pie to see it. Clearly itww - 
n't a commercial 
and I'm sad that it differ 
catch on, that’s foo b^.^. 
a very unusual mower. 1 # 
Tim Burton badn-’fifi 1 * 
made that movie then- no 
one would have/’ - 
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